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Dont worry, Class of 2010, 
we know what were doing 


Come gather ‘round freshmen, wher- 
ever you roam, and listen up to some sea- 
soned upperclassmen. Or if you won't lis- 
ten to us, heed the words of the wise Bob 
Dylan: “The times, they are a-changin’.” 

Last year you were the big dogs. 

A few short months ago all of you 
were high school seniors. A lot of you 
may have been class valedictorians, stu- 
dent council presidents or the youngest 
‘recognized stem cell microbiologist in 
your state. 

Impressive as you may have been in 
your pre-college days, you’ve taken a 
tumble in ranks of importance, and find 
yourselves, once again, in the lowest caste 
of the educational hierarchy. 

But before you crumple the page in 
your hands in anger and frustration, let’s 
acknowledge some of your great accom- 
plishments. You — members of the class 
of 2010 — are among the best and bright- 
est twenty-tenners out there. And you're 
here because someone believes in your 
potential to succeed at this great univer- 
sity. 

Many of you are feeling overwhelmed 

with your new digs, smelly roommate 
and lack of privacy. This is understand- 
able. ; 
Some of you may have already found a 
posse, a fake ID and the location of your 
SA meeting. To this group, we commend 
you and thank you for not asking us 
where to find Gilman Hall. 

Whatever state of shock and awe you 
might find yourself in, take heart in 
knowing you are not alone. Everyone at 
this esteemed university has, at one point 
or another, been in your shoes. Most of us 
are at least somewhat compassionate to 
your situation, and are willing and able to 
help you find your way. 

Throughout these first few weeks of 
the fall term, there are some definite 
things to avoid. Do not immediately 
sink like a stone into the depths of D- 
Level. Do not be afraid to travel in packs 
of less than nineteen other freshmen. 
Do not ignore the well-placed railings 
while descending any white marble 
steps in the rain. 
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Aside from these and a few other com- 
mon sense issues you will learn on your 
own, be sure to relax and have fun. 

Just because you are a college under- 
graduate, you are not expected to magi- 
cally mature into any “real-world” kind 
of young adult overnight. But if you keep 
an open mind and accept some awkward- 
ness surrounding all new situations, your 
freshman year should be an enlightening 
and awesome experience that helps you 
grow into a more independent and re- 
sponsible adult. 

To be trite, this experience will include 
learning and adapting to a new lifestyle 
while maintaining the best parts of your 
old ways. 

Friends and family back home will still 
be there for you, even if you only call ev- 
ery other week. 

Contrary to the belief that college is a 
harsh environment with no one there to 
hold your hand, the Hopkins experience 
is what you make of it. Friends will go 
out of their way to get you chicken soup 
when you're sick, or carry your books 
for you when you break a leg. Admin- 
istrators will bend over backwards to 
get you in the class of your dreams and 
professors will meet with you outside 
of class to make sure you're getting the 
concepts. 

Be sure to actively seek out opportu- 
nities, answers and friends. Do not be 
afraid to ask for help or explore an inter- 
est in something completely foreign to 
you. Take a class in a department you’ve 
never before considered. If you're sure 
you're pre-med, try philosophy. If you 
think you're Writing Seminars, try phys- 
ics. 

Make mistakes and learn from them. 

On thatnote, let’s check back with Dylan, 
and not forget: “The present now will later 
be past/the order is rapidly fadin’/And the 
first one now will later be last.” 

Enjoy your freshman year! 


— James Freedman 
and Lauren Strelec, 
Special Editions/ 
Focus Editors 
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A senior reflects on what you will and will not remember 


By ZACH GOODMAN 


When many people look back on their 
Hopkins tenure, they see a testament to 
their determination, inexhaustible study- 
ing and uncompromising work ethic. lam 
not one of those people. A very select and 
lucky few can look back at their time in- 
side these hallowed walls and see a playl- 
ist containing an unbelievable variety of 


fart sounds, accompanied by a room full 
of 19-year-old men giggling uncontrolla- 
bly. Let me tell you a story. 

It was my freshman year, and the place 
was AMR 1 Vincent/Willard 2nd _ floor. 
Some names have been changed to protect 
the humiliated. Also because I just realized 
I’ve never used the word “smegma” in an 
article. All that is about to change. 

My computer science friend from 


down the hall, Smegma Sanchez, just pro- 
grammed a fun little virus that gave him 
complete remote access to the affected 
computer. He could’ move your cursor, 
open and close programs, take screen- 
shots from your computer and even listen 
to you if you had a microphone plugged 
in. If you had a webcam, he could watch 
you — thank God that option was not 
available. 





Johns Hopkins has a lot of history: here’s some | 
you should know, and a lot more you shouldn't | 


By MATT HANSEN 


“I don’t have full confidence in a col- 
lege that doesn’t know how to spell John,” 
Mark Twain said in a letter to a friend. 
President Brody enjoyed this joke so much 
that he made a commencement speech out 
of it, but it raises the question that most 
Hopkins undergrads will face perhaps 
more than even, “So you're going to be a 
doctor?” Why isn’t it John Hopkins? 

To find and answer one day I visited 
Johns Hopkins’ grave. It was a gusty fall 
day, a good day for a graveyard trip, and 
sure enough, old Johns was there, under 
a large slab of marble. Next to the grave 
lay a crushed Natty Boh can. Poetic jus- 
tice, I figured, for saddling generations of 
students with the inevitable “It’s actually 
Johns, with an’s, ” reply. After a talk with 
the graying old graveyard superintendent, 
I realized it wasn’t Johns’ fault, at all. 

It was his great-grandmother, Mar- 
garet Johns, who started the tradition of 
giving her surname as a first name. Poor 
Johns Hopkins. By the time he was born, 
he was the second to bear the name, and 
there was little he could do about it. 

At least, he could rest assured that he 
had one thing going for him: at the time 
of his 1867 death, his bequest of $7 million 
to found Johns Hopkins University and 
Hospital was the largest philanthropic 
donation in United States history to date, 
roughly $83 million in today’s dollars. 

Sadly, he fell from the record books in 
2005, beaten in his generosity by a man 
with a slightly less distinctive name: 
Michael Bloomberg, whose $200 million 
total donations eclipsed even the money 
provided by Johns Hopkins himself. 

While Johns Hopkins the man may have 
taken a bit of a nosedive in the Fortune 500, 
Johns Hopkins, the university, still holds its 
records. At the risk of repeating the Admis- 
sions Department leaflets, Hopkins was the 
first research university in America, mod- 
eled after the German model, which, since 
it produced Wittgenstein, among others, 
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The Johns Hopkins statue, located on Charles Street, offers a reminder of our University namesake. 


must have been doing something right. 
The first university to teach in seminars 
as opposed to solely lectures, Hopkins also 
introduced the concept of a ‘major’ to the 
United States. So when you've switched 
it twelve times, you can thank your own 
school for developing the concept. 
Hopkins began its life as a small campus 
in downtown Baltimore, but the school’s 
trustees, perhaps anticipating a future 
Mayor of New York among their alumni, 
decided that space was too tight to expand. 
As luck would have it, the 140 acre back- 
yard of Charles Carroll of Carrollton was 
available, and so the university relocated, 


snatching up Homewood House, a wed- 


ding gift from Carroll to his son. 
Administrators liked the Georgian 
architecture of the wedding present so 
much that they copied it in building the 
remainder of the campus, most notably 
Gilman Hall, named for the first univer- 
sity president Daniel Coit Gilman, who, 
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like our current U.S. president, was a Yale 
Skull and Bones-man. Part of Carroll's 
land had to be set aside for the pursuit of 
higher culture, so Hopkins sliced off a bit 
and gave it away to found the Baltimore 
Museum of Art. 

The school was not finished setting 
records yet, however. The Black and Blue 
Jay, which is currently defunct, was the 
oldest college humor magazine in the 
country, founded in 1920, and created the 
Blue Jays as Hopkins’ team name. 

The News-Letter (shameless plug here) 
was founded in 1896 and is one of the old- 
est continuously published college news- 
papers in the country. 

Ah yes, and before we close, one more 
record to make all of you feel better: 85 
percemy of Hopkins undergraduates will 
receive a graduate degree and, yes, that’s 
the highest of any school in the country. 
So don’t panic, at least not yet. If nothing 
else, you've got Johns on your side. 
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Smegma’s roommate, Osama bin Nu- 
gent, had a girlfriend — H. Winifred Rum- 
plefeather — who also lived on our hallway. 
Independently we all thoroughly enjoyed 
Osama and H. Winnie. Together, however, 
they had a nasty habit of getting a bit too 
“personal” in public places, if you know 
what I’m saying. Some might say they 
would “dry hump” and “moan seduc- 
tively” while “other people were around,” 
if you catch my drift. One day we decided 
Be this situation needed to be remedied. 

But how to go about doing it? Talk to 
pate individually? Nah. Together? Guess 
| again. We went with the option that a 
| Person concerned with his friends’ feel- 
gee would put as “Option 56” in a prefer- 
ence list (right ahead of “murder/suicide 
| Pact’). We gave her the virus. 

If they were going to turn public places 
into private ones, then we were going to 
turn their private spot public. When H. 
Winnie and Osama stowed away to H. 
Winnie’s room, we were there (via micro- 
phone, which was gross enough). We heard 
noises that had no business leaving those 
walls. But our goal wasn’t voyeurism. We 
had a far more cerebral plan in mind. 

You see, Smegma could also use his 
program to broadcast things — mp3 playl- 
ists, for example — to the affected comput- 
er. Our mission was clear. 

We scoured the internet, rounding up 
the most grotesque and absurd collection 


| of fart sounds possible. There was a total 


of three consecutive minutes of *PFTH- 
BTHPTH* (which I believe is the medical 
term for it). So we waited for the right mo- 
ment, turned on Smegma’s microphone 
and hit play. 

A large part of the beauty of this plan 
was that for the playlist to play through H. 
Winnie’s computer, we had to use Smeg- 
ma’s mic. If we were to make a sound 
(other than *PFTHBTHPTH?), they would 
hear us. So we had to stay completely silent 
for three minutes of the most obnoxious 
sounds you'll ever hear. We succeeded. In 
every way possible. 

We succeeded in keeping quiet. We 
succeeded in playing several choruses of 
the aforementioned playlist. And we suc- 
ceeded in wetting our pants after captur- 
ing H. Winnie saying to Osama, “Did you 
just hear farting?” It was bliss. 

Why did I just tell you that? In a de- 
cade when I’m a successful rock star/as- 
tronaut/veterinarian/president/pony, I’m 
not going to remember what classes I took 
during my second semester. Im not going 
to remember how long I studied for which 
test and what I got on it. I’m not going to 
remember what I did most weekends (in 
fact, I already don’t). But I’m going to re- 
member invading my friends’ privacy for 
the rest of my life. 

Remember, what you're really going to 
take with you doesn’t come from a text- 
book. To sum it up: *PETHBTHPTH*. 





By JAMES FREEDMAN 


“What's your major?” 

It’s a question freshmen will hear 
— and answer — countless times this year. 
In fact, it’s one of the only conversation 
starters I heard my freshman year. That, 
and “What's your name?” Followed by, of 
course, “What's your major?” 

Perhaps they don’t have much to say, 
being new and all, and lacking the experi- 
ences gained during an entire year away 
from home. 

I also don’t mean to say that this isn’t a 
question heard thousands of times a year 
by each and every Hopkins student — in- 
cluding sophomores, juniors and seniors 
— because it is. 

But for one reason or another, fresh- 
men seem to use these as an introduction 
more than any other. Call it a crutch, if 
you will. And when you don’t yet know 
your major, like me, you're out in the 
cold. But don’t worry, because it’s just a 
formality, and no one really cares what 
you Say. 

Right long with this boring, tedious, 
inane question — a question that I have 
asked, myself, countless times — there 
happen to be a bunch of other things 
freshman do that, in retrospect, seem 
downright silly. 


Freshman 15 

Is it really that hard to control your 
eating habits, to stay fit and to stay in 
shape? 

For many freshmen who gain the 
dreaded 15 pounds commonly referred 
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The climbing wall in the Athletic Center is a fun way to get in shape. On belay! 
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to as the “freshman 15” during their first 
year (or even first semester) away from 
home, the answer is “yes.” 

But don’t give up hope just yet — plen- 
ty of freshmen, in a serious attempt to 
avoid the dreaded pounds, spend hours 
each day in the Recreation Center on the 
treadmills and eat only salad. Good luck 
to you, and to your taste buds, if you fall 
into that category. 

But, if salad isn’t for you, please keep 
in mind Ramen noodles — they’re deli- 
cious, although I can’t guarantee they'll 
keep you fit. 


Travel in Packs 

Most freshmen won't be caught dead 
eating alone — they’d rather starve. Liter- 
ally. 

But it doesn’t end there. 

Aside from the group trips to the caf- 
eteria, there are also group trips to the 
supermarket, to class, to parties ... even 
to the bathroom! 

They just-don’t seem to know when 
to go it alone. 

During orientation, I saw three fresh- 
men girls return from the supermarket 
with a single, almost. empty shopping 
bag. Did it really take three girls and 
three seats on the escort van to pick up 
that precious cargo? 

Don’t get me wrong, groups are lots 
of fun. It’s especially great to hang out 
and make friends during first semester of 
freshmen year when grades are covered 
and everything's new and exciting. 

But some things, like trips to the 
bathroom, are taking it too far. Way 


too far. Go to 
sa e a the bathroom by 
be f 





yourself, you’rea 
big kid now, act 
like it. 


Staying Close to 
Home 

Proximity 
matters — just ask 
psychology Pro- 
fessor Stephen 
Drigotas. 

When it comes 
down to mak- 
ing friends and 
forming __ long- 
lasting relation- 
ships, you first 
have to get to 
know someone. 
And nothing 
beats living next 
door, or in the 
same hall. 

Maybe that’s 
why so many 
halls, especially 
in the AMRs, end 
up so close you'd 
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MSE's underground architecture might seem a bit like a dungeon. It does, however, facilitate silence. 


think they went to pre-school together. 

It also might explain all the couples 
who “happen to be” next-door neighbors. 

While this isn’t a solely freshman phe- 
nomena, there’s no other time it happens 
quite this much. The cafeteria is also a 
good place to meet people and avoid 
this proximity issue. You know, if you 
go alone, and aren't afraid to go up to a 
stranger and say, “Hello.” 


Rebels Without a Cause 

A large percentage of freshmen think 
ditching class is the coolest thing since 
the Jheri curl. 

Well, let me break it to you softly: Jehri 
curls weren't cool and neither is ditching 
class. In fact It’s the quickest route to bad 
grades, angry TAs and days and days of 
“last minute” studying that ultimately 
won't make much of a difference. 

But don’t worry too much, since you 
might just figure this out before your 
grace period of covered grades runs 
out. 

Oh, and no one cares much if you 
start ditching classes, except for your 
parents when you don’t make the Dean’s 
List or your future employers when you 


can’t come up with a si ngle letter of rec- 
ommendation. 


So think smart. 


Instead of worrying about what others 


think of you, worry about what's in your 
best interests. 
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Instead of trying to be cool, be consid- 
erate. 

Be a good friend, a good student and 
most importantly — be proud of yourself. 
Because in the long run, that’s all that re- 
ally matters. 

Even if it means going to class. 


What's your major? 

We say this only with the wisdom of 
hindsight: please think of a better way to 
introduce yourself. We know, conversa- 
tion with that guy or gal in the corner of 
the frat basement is hard to strike up, but 
we're sure they'll respect creativity. 


Addendum 

There is also another type of freshman 
that should be mentioned here. 

The freshman who is so gung-ho, so 
worried that he won't succeed, so used 
to being the top student in his class, that 
he quietly spends the entire first semester 
—a time when grades are covered and the 
grass is green — sitting down in D-level 
gathering dust. 

To you, I say, enjoy your first semester 
and get yourself out of the library every 
once and a while, because next year — like 
I have discovered — you will end up look- 
ing back at your first semester and won- 
dering why you didn’t spend a little bit 
more time relaxing. 

After all, studies have shown, it’s good 
for your health. 


CAMPUS LIF 


Dorm life: how to make it out alive, and have fun doing 


By DYLAN DIGGS 


Dorm life can be a mixed bag. In many 
cases whether one enjoys the dorm they 
live in depends on the individual. In Hop- 
kins there are many options — the AMRs, 
Buildings A and B, Wolman and Mc- 
Coy, Bradford, Homewood and the new 
Charles Commons building — to fit any- 
body’s palette. They all have their posi- 
tives, their negatives and certainly, as one 
would have with any dorm, there are the 
things that just aren’t right. 

As a dorm gets more comfortable, dis- 
tance from the community seems to in- 
crease. The AMRs are right at the center 
of campus and everyone is thrown in to- 
gether. At the same time, Homewood is 
very far from campus and everyone is iso- 
lated from each other. Dorm enjoyment re- 
ally depends on a person’s personality and 
how well it is complemented by the differ- 
ent levels of comfort, community and cost 
offered by dorm life at Hopkins. 

If you're a social person you will love 
the AMRs. When one envisions the typi- 
cal freshman dorm, these buildings, also 
knownas the Alumni Memorial Residenc- 
es, would fit perfectly with the archetype. 
The great thing about the AMRs - and 
any upperclassman would tell freshmen 
this — is that they’re great to help get to 
know people. This is partly because of the 
complete lack of privacy. Where in other 


ee 


dorms, like McCoy, you may have three 
suitemates, in the AMRs it seems like the 
entire floor is a part of your suite. 

The good thing about this is that one is 
forced to socialize. If you are open, it will 
be relatively easy to make friends. Plus, the 
AMRsare much cheaper than the other res- 
idence halls. Another major positive about 
the AMRs is that they are close to campus. 
The classes, library and Terrace are all just 
a short walk away, which is great for those 
of us who end up waking up about ten 
minutes before their first class. 

The problems with the AMRs? One is 
the lack of privacy. The walls are thin in 
the AMRs and one can easily be subject to 
foreign and unwanted sounds and smells. 
That’s not to mention that the rooms are 
small — to have two people walking by 
each other in a room can get a bit tricky. 
One must be prepared for the bathrooms 
as well; oftentimes there can form a smell, 
which can actually overtake a whole floor. 
Also, the communal showers — though 
not the locker room style free-for-all that 
some might imagine — have tight stalls 
and are busy during certain periods. It’s 
best to time your shower well. Very late at 
night and between classes are good bets 
for free shower stalls. The AMRs are sub- 
ject to the sweltering heat of summer and 
the blistery cold of winter, thus it’s impor- 
tant to remember to button up or button 
down accordingly. 





Y 
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Living in a dorm room can be pretty cozy. Just be sure to set some boundaries to ensure privacy. 


Buildings A and B are perfect for the 
middle-of-the-road freshman. They are 
also on campus, above the former Terrace 
dining hall. A and B have suites, so that 
means four people per shower and bath- 
room, and much more privacy, but also a 
floor mentality and dorm halls similar to 
the AMRs. 


CAMPUS HOUSING: A BREAK DOWN OF HOUSING HOT SPOTS 


New dorm, old dorm, close dorm, far 
dorm ... be sure to check out these 
perks specific to different University 
Housing. 


AMR | and AMR II 

The most social of dorms, the AMR’s 
feature extra security in the form 
of turnstiles. Think this is more of a 
hassle than it’s worth? At least you're 
super close to that 9 a.m. class. Not 
to mention easy access to the Athlet- 
ic Center and the former Megabytes, 
now called the Blue Jay Cafe. 
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Wolman Hall 

Though you may be far from campus, 
you're closer to Saint Paul. This translates 
to closer to home after a night hanging 
out at PJ’s or in Charles Village. Appar- 
ently the new Depot is going to be huge, 
so you've got that too. Enjoy your air 
conditioning. 6 


McCoy Hall | 

Directly across from Wolman Hall, Mc- 
Coy residents share all of the same 
perks. Word is Hopkins’ radio station is 
based here. 





The Bradford Apartements 

Bradford residents will enjoy their 
suite apartement layout. Also close to 
The Den, the areas’ newest hot spot. 


The Homewood Apartements 
Formerly the king of the dorms. Every 
resident has a single bedroom, which 
rocks. It’s close to Ruby Tuesday, Xan- 
dO’s and Record and Tape Traders. 


The Charles Commons 
Great views, Barnes and Noble, Chipo- 
tle? The Commons is awesome. 





As for McCoy and Wolman, these 
dorms offer comfort and community. With 
their carpeted floors, kitchenettes — with 
burners, but no oven — much larger rooms 
and large bathrooms, the comfort level is 
much higher than the AMRs. That’s not 
to mention the lounges, with couches and 
TVs, and study rooms where floor-mates 
can keep that “community feel” going for 
entertainment and education purposes, 
respectfully. 

Though Charles Commons has yet 
to be finished, the dorms seem promis- 
ing. Similar to the McWolman set up, 
the Commons is made up of all singles, 
so those tired of being “sexiled” or just 
crave a room of their own have their 
dreams fulfilled in the Commons. Fur- 
thermore, there is a living room in most 
of the rooms in the Commons, includ- 
ing space for a TV, a couch and a dining 
table. 

Homewood begs to never be forgotten. 
It’s almost opulent in nature, a mixture be- 
tween a hotel and a dorm. The only thing 
that might make it better would be a short- 
er walk to campus. With spacious rooms, 
living rooms, real kitchens and large clos- 
ets, it’s good to live in Homewood, or at 
least have a friend who does. 
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CAMPUS LIFE 





One Fry Short: Basic information that will keep you alive 


By MATT DIAMOND 


Before I begin this article, I just want- 
ed to have a moment of silence for Steve 
Irwin, the greatest Crocodile Hunter 
who ever lived. If only David Copper- 
field had been around with his Fountain 
of Youth healing water, perhaps he could 
have been saved. Where were you, Cop- 
perfield? You can make the Statue of Lib- 
erty disappear, but you can’t bring back 
Steve Irwin? You goddamn magicians. 
Also, let the record show: Jeff Corwin is 
a complete tool. 

Anyway ... once again, to the surprise 
of everyone in the community, Johns Hop- 
kins has managed to enroll yet another 
incoming freshman class. Apart from 
raising suspicions that this university is 
breaking the constitutional law against in- 
voluntary servitude, this also means that 
I have to write yet another instructional 
“welcome to Hopkins” column for the 
legions of unsuspecting freshmen who, 
if not properly informed, would prob- 
ably walk into traffic or, even worse, eat 
on-campus food. So let’s start with some 
simple Johns Hopkins Dos and Don'ts. 


DON’T 
Walk into traffic 
Eat on-campus food 


DO 
Your homework 
Chicks 
Hot chicks 


Now that we've gotten that out of the 
Way, it’s time for a quick overview of some 
important places on campus. 


AMRIAND II 

If you can get over the lack of air con- 
ditioning, the AMRs are the best place 
to spend freshman year. Unlike inferior 
“suite-style” living, each room in the 
AMRs opens up directly to the hallway. 
This promotes a strong sense of commu- 
nity. It also makes it much easier to hear 
people having sex. And remember that 
the ominous gated walls just lock in the 
fun! 


CHARLES COMMONS 
In the name of god, there better be a 
Starbucks here. 


MATTIN CENTER 

This is the creative center of Johns 
Hopkins, a facility designed for use by 
the artistically inclined members of our 
university. As expected, it’s empty. 


PROFESSOR ZAPPO’S WACKY INSTI- 
TUTE OF FUN-O-MATICS 

This building does not exist. I really 
wish it did, though. 
GILMAN 
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Home to the language departments and 
the Writing Seminars program. In other 
words: maximum hipster density. Don’t 
even THINK about walking into this build- 
ing if you fit any of the following criteria: 


1) You listen to Dave Matthews 

2) Your favorite book is Catcher in the Rye 
3) You've never been to Europe 

4) You think Pitchfork is cool 

5) You don’t know what Pitchfork is 


FRAT PARTIES 

There’s a reason that people become 
doctors. Apparently it’s because they can’t 
dance. Don’t go to these. 


CLASSES 
Don’t go to these either. 


CRESMONT LOFTS 

The most important place on campus: 
my apartment building. Actually, it's 
technically off-campus, which is sort of 
like being in international waters, minus 
the pirates. ; 

If you're an attractive and impression- 
able frosh girl, I strongly suggest you 
stop by. Johns Hopkins can teach you 
how to perform open-heart surgery, but 
only WE can teach you how to love. 

Alright, look, here’s the bottom line: 
college really isn’t that complicated. You 


get up, you go to class, you come back, 
you drink, you pass out. Repeat as nec. 
essary. 

You'll get a few other things thrown 
into the mix, like maybe your high 
school girlfriend goes abroad and mar- 
ries a freedom fighter, but whatever, Yoy 
never really loved her anyway. So, in 
conclusion, don’t worry about the trivial 
things, and don't let schoolwork get you 
down, and blah blah blah bl-blah blah 
blah blah. 


Matt Diamond didn’t even care enough 
to finish this article and can be contacted at 
mdiamond@jhu.edu. 





The blue jays and the bees: dating at Hopkins 


By SAMMY ROSE SALTZMAN 


After getting together your dorm room 
and finding out how to get around cam- 
pus, it’s time to check out Hopkins’ hot 
co-eds. 

Don't lie, I’m sure you've gotten a pret- 
ty good look at that guy down the hall, 
and as a freshman it’s only natural to have 
dating on the brain. 

Having that special someone will make 
living in a new place more friendly and 
fun. There are a ton of great date ideas 
in Baltimore, from paddle-boating in the 
inner harbor to simply going on a night- 
time stroll around campus. 

Now, how would one go about find- 
ing their one true love on the Homewood 
Campus? Well, if you're not lucky enough 
to get set up by your Student Advisor 
upon arrival, there are tons of other plac- 
es to find a match. 

Dorms are definitely a good place to 
start, but unless that girl you've got your 
eye onis The One, it might get a little awk- 
ward in the hall if things go sour some- 
time down the road. 

Classes are also a good place to test the 
romantic waters, especially ones where 
you actually talk 
to and get to know 
your fellow  stu- 
dents. A great line 
is, “Hey, can I get 
your phone num- 
ber in case I need 
some notes?” Mak- 
ing someone your 
“study buddy” is 
also a pretty suave 
way to get some 
alone time. Just make sure you finish 
your work before attempting the D-Level 
challenge (also known as having sex on 
D-Level of MSEL). 

Parties, on the other hand, are a dif- 








Having someone to keep 
you going during finals is 
crucial, just make sure that 
you actually study, lest your 
lover become a burden. 
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The Den features a dark atmosphere and comfy beds to lounge on. The perfect place to pick up a date. 


ferent story when it comes to making 
that deep spiritual connection with an- 
other person. While alcohol can act as 
a friendly social lubricant, it can also 
make judgment and memory a little 
fuzzy. But, basi- 
cally, as long as 
you don’t wake up 
next to a complete 
stranger, go forth 
and flirt it up. 
Another great 
Way to meet people 
is by _ participat- 
Ing in campus ac- 
tivities and clubs. 
Go check out that 
a Capella show or join in a day of com- 
munity service, your bound to meet some 
cool kids, even if one of them isn’t your 
soul mate. And by getting involved in 
something you actually enjoy you'll meet 
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students who share your interests. One 
word to the wise — getting involved with 
someone on the News-Letter is not for the 
faint of heart. Beware, we barely have 
time to shower. 

However you manage to get involved 
in a relationship, remember that these 
things require work, and coincidentally, 
so does going to college. Having someone 
to keep you going during finals is crucial, 
just make sure that you actually study, 
lest your lover become a burden. 

The lucky ones could end up spending 
the next four years together, or even get 
ting married. 

Realistically though, most things 
come to an end, so if you can remain 
friends it will help reduce the awkward- 
ness factor around campus. And just re- 
member, there are plenty of fish in the 
Hopkins sea, and at least here they are 
smart fish. 
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Well aren't you lucky, dining hall food ts $ finall y ed edible 


By DYLAN DIGGS 


College food: it’s one of the most in- 
famous aspects of any collegiate expe- 
rience. For Hopkins, however, the food 
served over the past years has seemed 
to reach a whole new low. To many 
students, the food at Hopkins became 
so bad that Sodexho, the former Hop- 
kins caterer, became both a household 
name and a mild expletive. Now with 
the introduction of Aramark and with it 
a whole new set of dining halls, many 
questions and hopes enter Hopkins stu- 
dents minds as they head into this new 
uncertain year. 

All the dining hall names have 
changed from the past, so returning stu- 
dents should be prepared, but new stu- 
dents have nothing to worry about, except 
the prospect of better food or the fear of 
worse food. 

Charles Commons Kitchens is the 
newest kid on the block among the JHU 
dining halls. Located in the new Charles 
Commons building, this hall will pretty 
much make up for the void that Wolman 
left behind. 

On their Web site, Aramark is adver- 
tising the Commons Kitchens as a “warm 
and inviting campus living room,” that 
offers “everything you need to satiate 
your soul.” Sounds good, and as the clos- 
est dining hall to all of the students liv- 
ing in the Commons, Wolman, McCoy, 
Homewood and Bradford, it will have to 
be. 

Next in importance is the renovation of 
Terrace, especially for the freshman who 


DINING HALL 
HOURS 





Charles Commons Kitchens 


Mon.-Fri. — 11 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.; 
4 p.m. - 8 p.m. 
Sat. & Sun. — Noon - 2:30 p.m.; 
5 p.m. - 8 p.m. 


Levering Food Court 
Mon.-Fri. — 11 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
Fresh Food Cafe 
Mon.-Fri. — 7 a.m. - 9 a.m.; 

9:30 a.m. - 8 p.m. 
Sat. & Sun. — 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. 
Blue Jay Cafe 
Mon.-Wed. — Noon - Midnight 


Thurs.-Sat. — Noon - 1 a.m. 
Sun. — 2 p.m. - Midnight 
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live nearby. This improved dining hall 
will now be called the Fresh Food café. 

What's the exciting part of the Fresh 
Food Café? That would be the two break- 
fasts served, the normal breakfast and 
then the continental, followed by two 
lunches, which include the normal lunch 
and “modified lunch.” Food should al- 
ways be available at the Café, from 7 a.m. 
until 8 p.m. This is an exiting new feature 
to this dining hall for those students who 
have odd free times for lunch, breakfast 
or dinner; oftentimes that would not be 
the case with Terrace in the past. 

Another notable freshman food expe- 
rience is the former Megabytes — it was 
both a lame name and a bad joke — and, 
now, the current Blue Jay Café. This din- 
ing area is great for a snack or fast food 
meal for freshmen in the AMRs and Build- 
ings A and B, or for anybody looking for a 
quick meal in between classes. Moreover, 
the Blue Jay Café is great for hanging out 
after a lacrosse game or when watching a 
game. The Café will be open from 2 p.m. 
until midnight from Sunday through 
Wednesday and until 1 a.m. on Thurs- 
day through Saturday for a fine midnight 
snack. 

The Levering Food Court had always 
been a popular spot for meals in between 
class, considering its close proximity to 
many classrom buildings. As the only 


dining area to retain its name following 
the transition from Sodexho to Aramark, 
Levering is open during lunch hours and 
offers a variety of choices in its four res- 
taurants for a good meal. 

The Depot, though not a dining hall, 
will also retain its former name and 
stay open until Aramark’s plans for the 
Charles Street Market come to fruition 
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The Fresh Food Cafe is one of the remodeled dining halls on campus. Let's hope it lives up to its name. 


with the spring semester. The Depot is 
open late at night, until 3 a.m. on Thurs- 
day through Saturday and until 1 a.m. all 
other nights, offering another option for 
late night snacks. 

The Charles Street Market and Ein- 
stein Bros. Bagels will also be new to the 
Hopkins dining community, coming in 
the winter and spring respectfully. 





Ready to cook? Here's a guide to grocery stores 


By NINA KEYVAN 


There are times when campus food just 
doesn’t cut it, no matter how hungry you 
are. The menu items may become repeti- 
tive or you may miss a family favorite your 
mom prepared; this makes culinary skill 
all the more important in college. Luck- 
ily, there are many grocery stores within 
easy reach of the campus that will provide 
the necessary ingredients to prepare your 
favorite dish. If you're like me and cook 
ing means heating up some Easy Mac, 
prepared foods and frozen entrées help 
us avoid living off peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches. 

Although most of the grocery stores 
are not necessarily in walking distance 
from Homewood campus, the security es- 
cort van makes stops at Giant, Superfresh 
and Safeway on the shuttle route. 


Giant Food 
601 East 33rd St. 

Located in Waverly, this supermar- 
ket carries a wide variety of brands and 
prices that are very reasonable. You can 
even sign up for the free Giant savings 
card so that groceries can fit within your 
budget. 


LETTER COVER-LETTER 





Eddie’s Market 
3117 Saint Paul St. 

Eddie’s Market is the most convenient 
place to stop for groceries. Although its 
selection is limited in comparison to the 
other major grocery store chains and, de- 
spite the fact that their prices are slightly 
higher than average, it has plenty to offer. 
Eddie's is well-stocked with a mix of the 
basics and more exotic and healthy goods. 
They also have a deli that turns out fantas- 
tic sandwiches and prepared food, which 
you can eat at a small counter up front.or 
at tables outside. A bagel sandwich and a 
cup of the “best coffee in Charles Village” 
are a great weekend morning treat. 

With your Student Discount Card 
mailed to you at the beginning of the fall 
semester, you receive 10 percent off pur- 
chase of 10 dollars or more. 


Safeway 
2401 North Charles St. 

About ten blocks down Charles Street, 
Safeway also has a large selection to 
choose from, though not as large as the 
other supermarkets. These other super- 
markets are also more clean and orderly. 
The prices are a little higher than that of 
Giant, but they do offer a savings card. 
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Giant Food 
711 West 40th St. 

Located in the Rotunda, along with 
other specialty shops, this supermarket is 
as about as large as the Giant in Waverly; 
however, it still offers a large selection. Its 
bakery items are excellent. In addition, it 
offers many organic products at afford- 
able prices under its own brand Nature’s 
Promise. 


Superfresh 
1020 West 41st St. 

Superfresh definitely offers the most in 
terms of variety and freshness. The super- 
market is very well organized and clean. 
The prepared food section offers diverse 
entrées. Its produce section even has 
fruits and vegetables of which you prob- 
ably haven't heard of, and it has a large se- 
lection of organic food. The prices can be 
a high, but you can receive a Superfresh 
discount card at the information desk. 


Trader Joe’s 
1 East Joppa Rd. 

Trader Joe's is right next to Towson 
Town Mall, which can be reached by the 
Collegetown shuttle. It offers a great se- 
lection of organic and healthy food. 
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On game day, Blue Jays fans flock to the Nest, and area in the stands reserved for riled up Hopkins students. Rival teams stay out. Hardcore fans welcome. 


Blue jay fever: a guide to sports at Hopkins 


By MATTHEW MURRAY 


Welcome, ladies and gentlemen, to 
the wonderful world of Blue Jays sports! 
With 27 varsity sports at Hopkins (15 for 
men and 12 for women), there are plen- 
ty of teams to root for and more than 
enough games to attend here on Home- 
wood Campus. Hopkins plays at the 
NCAA Division III level in the Centen- 
nial Conference, with the only exception 
being both the men’s and women’s la- 
crosse squads, which play at the NCAA 
Division I level. 

Johns Hopkins certainly boasts a 
proud tradition of sporting excellence, 
starting with its most prestigious pro- 
gram: men’s lacrosse. Guided by Coach 
Dave Pietramala to a 16-0 in the 2005 sea- 
son, the men’s lacrosse team went on to 
win the school’s eighth national title and 
proved once again that Johns Hopkins 
University ranks among the most elite in 
the sport. Although last year’s team was 
far removed from the flawless record of 
the year before, the 2006 season did have 
its bright spots before the team was de- 
feated in the NCAA quarterfinal match 
to rival Syracuse by a single goal. 

Some names to know before head- 
ing, adorned in your Columbia blue and 
white colors, to Homewood Field are: (1) 
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Kevin Huntley, a junior attacker and the 
team’s most prolific scorer in 2006, (2) 
Paul Rabil, a junior midfielder and 2006 
First Team All-American, and (3) Jesse 
Schwartzman, a senior goalkeeper who 
ranks among the top in the nation in 
saves and winning percentage. Lacrosse 
isn’t usually the sport most people are 
born and bred with, but after a couple of 
games and a few lessons from some of 
The Nest’s faithful members, you should 
be up to speed. The team’s fiercest rivals 
are Princeton, Virginia and, of course, its 
most hated in-state nemesis, the Mary- 
land Terrapins. 

Women’s lacrosse is another athletic 
strong point for JHU. With the team 
consistently ranked nationally in the 
top ten, these girls are led by record-set- 
ting senior attacker Mary Key, ferocious 
senior midfielder Stephanie Janice and 
offensive mastermind junior midfielder 
Kadie Stamper. Although the team fell 
short of qualifying for the NCAA tour- 
nament last season, expectations for this 
talent-laden team will be sky high come 
2007. 

In case it hasn't hit you yet, the state of 
Maryland is obsessed with lacrosse. The 
annual powerhouse teams at JHU have 
become a source of pride for many alum- 
ni, who celebrate the only spring home- 


coming in the nation during the heart of 
the lacrosse season. 

But of course, that’s not to say Hopkins 
football is a point of embarrassment to the 
graduates of yesteryear. Far from it. Pre- 
dicted in the polls to finish first in a tough 
Centennial Conference for the third year 
in a row, these Jays have started to make 
some real noise, going 8-2 during the 2005 
regular season and qualifying for the first 
time in school history for the Division III 
playoffs. 

The 2006 squad boasts 2005 Centen- 
nial Conference Offensive Player of the 
Year, senior wide receiver Anthony Tri- 
plin, returning along with clutch place 
senior kicker Ben Scott and the school’s 
all-time Winningest football coach, Jim 
Margraff. 

Some of the school’s most recent suc- 
cesses have come in men’s water polo, 
women’s basketball, men’s fencing, men’s 
soccer and men’s track & field. Although 
not every sport can be discussed at length 
in this article, the Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity News-Letter has one of the most 
active and in-depth sports sections this 
side of the Baltimore Sun. So keep your 
eyes peeled, your voices loud and your 
hearts “wanting more,” because another 


exciting sports year is fast a ing! 
eee Pproaching! 
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It you learn 


j these tricks, 
2 Studying can: 


be a breeze 


| By SAM ENGEL 


As an academically nervous freshman, 
perhaps you have already made resolutions 


| | about how many hours you will devote to 


your schoolwork, how you will get every 
page of reading done three days early. Good 
for you! You can stop reading this now, 


| However, if you have the haunting feeling 


that you may not meet those staunch reso- - 
lutions, here are some study tips for the less 
motivated and focused among us. 

The goal of studying is to process and 
retain information. There are four ways 
that a person can process academic infor- 
mation: reading, writing, speaking and 
listening. 

Reading is an obvious process and, 
in this school, there is simply no getting 
around it; attend to the words on the 
page, and make a concerted effort to un- 
derstand what is written. 

Do not bother trying to do your read- 
ing if you are just staring blankly at the 
words on the page. If you are not actively 
processing the information, you will not 
remember it. 

The question of retention varies across 
individuals. Try to figure out the mode 
from which you best retain information 
and exploit it. If you are unsure what 
mode that is, please try the following 
method: 

Take notes on the material and read them 
aloud. This may sound silly, but study- 
ing in this way demands that you pro- 
cess the information in every way you 
possibly can. First you read it, then you 
write it, then you speak the words and 
listen to them simultaneously. With this 
method, you are using every sense that 
is useful for processing and retaining 
information. You process the informa 
tion four times as much as if you were 
simply reading it. The benefit of reading 
your own notes versus doing your read- 
ing out loud is the element of the recog- 
nition of your own handwriting. 

So don’t fret! Studying effectively is 4 
skill that can be learned. And don't let 
anyone tell you that studying is either 
easy or comes naturally, because every” 
one is different. What matters, in the 
end, is that you learn what you need to 
learn, and get those grades your parents 
so desperately want you to get. 
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By NINA KEYVAN 


Though Charles Village may not be a 
college town in the traditional sense, it has 
a healthy-and-growing number of restau- 
rants and shops. Currently in mid-facelift, 
the neighborhood will have new apart- 
ments and increased commercial space. 
The newly built Charles Commons fea- 
tures a Barnes and Noble-owned univer- 
sity bookstore as wells as a Starbucks. 

As you will soon find out, the neigh- 
borhood shops and restaurants cater to 
the budgets and schedules of college stu- 
dents. A majority even accept J-cash. Most 
of Charles Village’s restaurants and shops 
are located on Saint Paul Street, around 
the corner from the campus. 

If you are looking for something be- 
sides the food offered on campus, there 
are plenty of options that are easy on the 
wallet. There is a diverse array of cui- 
sines, including Asian dishes at Niwana, 
Middle Eastern cuisine at Silk Road, and 
Indian dishes as well as classic diner fare 
at Tamber’s. Charles Village also offers 
Ruby Tuesday’s, Rocky Run, Subway, 
Blimpie, Sam’s Bagels and C&C Carryout. 

The health-conscious will enjoy the 
vegetarian and vegan menu items at the 
One World Café, right across from Hop- 
kins Stadium on University Parkway. In 


addition to its great dishes, One World 


Café is a local favorite for its coffee bar.. 


Donna’s and Xando are among the other 
cafés in the neighborhood. A little further 
down on University Parkway, near Hop- 
kins House, is the Hopkins Deli which of- 


fers a variety of hot and cold menu items. . 


If you get a craving for something sweet, 
Gaga's Ice Cream on Saint Paul Street is the 
place to go for ice cream, frozen yogurt, 
milkshakes or smoothies. On Saint Paul 
Street, you will also find the Charles Village 
Pub or “CVP” which serves up decent burg- 
ers and sandwiches, and PJ's Pub is right 
across from campus, on Charles Street. 

Eddie's Market is a convenient alterna- 
tive to the grocery stores on the security 
escort van service. However, its selection 
is limited in comparison to other grocery 
stores in the area such as Giant, Super- 
fresh or Safeway, and its prices are higher 
than average. Eddies’s deli also serves 
great sandwiches which reflect its Hop- 
kins pride. 

Although there may not be as many 
shopping opportunities in Charles Village 
as there are in Harvard Square or Green- 
wich Village, there are enough stores to 
meet most of your needs. There’s a Record 
& Tape Traders on Charles Street at Hop- 
kins Square, which mostly sells CDs. Also 
at Hopkins Square is a Kinko’s. You will 
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Hopkins chapters receiving awards and recognition from their National & International headquarters in 2006. 
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Construction on 33rd Street and Saint Paul has been a nuisance. The end result will be worth the dust. 


find Tenpachi, home of the 11-dollar hair- 
cut, in the same area. Video Americain is 
a great indie video-rental shop that stocks 
films old and new, domestic and foreign, 
good and bad. 

If your venture further east than Saint 


On the corner 
of St. Paul & 
31st Streets 


aha, 
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Paul Street, you will find a Blockbuster 
Video, Papa John’s Pizza and 7-11 on 33rd 
Street. Most shops are just a short walk 
away from campus. One doesn’t need to 
go far to see what Charles Village has to 
offer. 


Phone: 
(410) 235-2501 


Choose from six of our 
dee-licious burgers: 
Regular Burger - Triple Cheese - Krabby Patty 
Big Gut - Bacon Cheeseburger - Rocky Cheezer 


All served with regular or curly fries 


Valid with the purchase of a beverage. No carryout 
Not valid with any other coupon offer 


= 


Choose from our Buffalo Style Chicken Wings 
done in either mild, hot, Xtra hot or Three Mile Island sauce 
or one of our new sauced or spiced wings. 


.44 CENT WING NIGHT ! 
Monday nights from 6 p.m. ‘til close 


That's right ... our wings are just 
44 cents a piece on Monday nights. 


Valid with the purchase of a beverage. No carryout 
Not valid with any other coupon offer 
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Living with a bad roommate: 


By ALENA GEFFNER-MIHILSTEIN 


The prospect of entering college today 
seems like a daunting one. Every student 
faces the new college work load, friend- 
hunting and a new roommate with some 
trepidation. Often it’s the roommate is- 
sue that seems to provoke the most fear 
in new freshmen. However, while college 
roommates are never the idyllic compan- 
ions from television, there are a couple 
ways to make dealing with them slightly 
easier. 


Set some ground rules 

The first thing to remember is that most 
roommates are nice and normal people. 
They probably won't sexile you every 
night or communicate only through post- 
it notes. While they may appear smart 
and sophisticated, your roommate will 
probably be just as new to this situation 
as you are. Therefore the best way to ease 
tensions going into the year will be to set 
ground rules. 

Think about what you really want 
or don’t want happening in your room. 
Your roommate will probably have their 
own preferences, which you can discuss 
and form rules from. It’s very important 
that you try to respect your roommate's 
rules or you will have no basis for them 
to uphold your rules. It’s also easier to 
follow rules about, say, their food, if you 
have your own food supply as well. Tak- 
ing their rules into account ahead of time 
will go along way towards easing room- 
mate problems. 


Figure out your schedules 

Another key to roommate agreement is 
figuring out sleeping patterns and sched- 
ules. If one person in the room tends to 
go to sleep pretty early and the other one 
studies late, the library might be a better 
place to study than the room. The same 
also goes for returning from late night 
partying. Also holding a spur of the mo- 
ment drinking contest in the room might 
not be the best idea. Your roommate might 
not appreciate someone becoming sick all 
over their bed. 


Communication is key 

One of the easiest ways to prevent 
problems is through the use of effective 
communication. If your roommate sex- 
iles you too often, talking to them about 
it may be the simple solution to the prob- 
lem. However, complaining to all of your 
friends about it might not solve the prob- 
lem effectively. It either does nothing or 
comes back with a vengeance. But if you 
and your roommate repeatedly clash, de- 
spite numerous attempts to work things 
out, there are other options. 


Don’t obsess over the little things 
If the problem is somewhat minor, 
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Making sure your dorm room stays clean will make getting along with your roommate much easier. 


such as your roommate's socks continu- 
ally end up on your side of the room, it 
may be easier to just live with a couple ex- 
tra socks. But when the problem becomes 
more than a minor annoyance, it may be 
time to seek out the RA. 


Talk to your RA 

Every floor has a Residential Advisor 
(RA) and it’s their job, when not plan- 
ning floor parties, to be an intermediary 


between roommates. The RA will make 
sure to sit down with you and your 
roommate and try to help. Generally, 
some type of agreement can be made. 
But, if not, it’s time to head to the last 
resource: The Office of Residential Life 
(Res Life). 


Res Life: The last resort 
Res Life deals with extreme cases of 
roommate incompatibility as well as 


it’s nol the end of the world 


lofting and room checks. If you feel that 
your roommate is making your life mis. 
erable and all other options have failed, 
then it’s time to go to Res Life. For fresh. 
men, the Res Life office is in AMR II and 
can be contacted at (410) 516-8283, The as- 
sistant directors are there for comments 
and concerns dealing with roommates, 
They'll do their best to help, and in ex. 
treme cases see about getting a room 
change. 


Finally, be realistic 

While the rooming experience will be 
a very formative one in your first year at 
Hopkins, it won't be the only important 
thing in your life. Not every roommate 
pairing will be a perfect match, and not 
every problem will be solved without 
concessions or maybe a little confronta- 
tion. But remember that college will be 
what you make of it, and you have to 
seek out and incorporate the things that 
you love. 


And, of course, if you do get a bad 
roommate, it doesn’t have to be the end 
of the world. At the end of the day, your 
roommate will be a lot easier to deal 
with than, say, studying for midterms. 
With some luck, you'll both have a great 
year. 





Who knew there was a video store in the library? 


By SAM ENGEL 


The library is probably the last place 
you would think of as a procrastination 
location, but wait! Did you know there 
is a FREE video and DVD rental service 
in the Eisenhower Library? It’s called the 
Library Media Center and it’s on A-Level. 
Beyond movies, you can also rent CDs, 
computer software and records. 

All you need is your J-card and 
finding a movie you want is as easy as 
searching for a book in the library. You 
can use the library Web site to check the 
availability of the movie you're interest- 
ed in. The loan period is three days and 
if you need it longer you can just bring 
it back and renew your rental. This is no 
puny collection either; the Media Center 
has around 2,300 DVDs and over 6,000 
video tapes. 

When I first learned about the Media 
Center I was absolutely psyched. Then I 
realized that I couldn’t just pull a movie 
title out of my... thin air. It’s true that a 
stroll around the video store is a crucial 
part of the movie selection process. 

Unfortunately, unless you work at the 
Media Center, you can’t just get behind 
the desk and browse around. So here’s 
my advice: IMDB.com, the most exten- 


sive movie information Web site on the 
internet, is the best place for an indecisive 
movie buff (or movie buff in training). 
Check out the Top 250 Best Movielistand 
check some classics off of your “Oh yeah, 
I’ve been meaning to see that!” list. If there 
is a particular actor, director or screenwrit- 





er that you like, you can easily see every 
project he or she has been involved in. All 
you need is some free time and your J-card. 
There’s nothing more welcome than a high 
quality distraction, so visit the Library Me- 
dia Center. Then you'll never need a better 
excuse not to do homework. 
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The Library Media Center has a large collection of movies. Consider picking up a DVD after studying Bio. 
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By JAMES FREEDMAN 


During your first year away from 
home, simple things like a knee scrape or 
a fight with a friend can take a serious toll 
on your mental and physical well-being. 
But don’t worry! Several Hopkins groups 
and facilities are here to help. 


Student Health & Wellness Center 
Getting a cold back at home can actu- 
ally be a fun experience. You get to stay 


home from school, watch television and 
be the envy of your friends, who still have 
to take that pesky midterm. 

Getting sick in college, however, is kind 
of like getting sick during the weekend 
back home — it’s no fun. No fun at all. 

While all of your friends get to go out 
and party, you'll be stuck in your stuffy 
dorm room. At least it’ll be quiet. Your 
roommate will be gone, because he doesn’t 
want to catch whatever you have. 

But even though he’s abandoned you, 
it doesn’t mean you 








have to go it alone. 

The Student 
Health & Wellness 
Center, located at 
the terrace level of 
AMR IL, is the place 
to go for anything 
from minor injuries 
to the more serious 
but non-emergen- 
cies (Union Memo- 
rial Hospital is the 
nearest emergency 
facility). 

Visits are free, 
although there may 
be a charge for some 


















FILE PHOTOJJEN STERN 
At A Place To Talk, peer counselors are there to help students manage stress. 


SANFORD LEVINSON 


Centennial Chair of Law and Professor of Government 


services, such as 
laboratory tests, in- 


University of Texas at Austin 


jections, immunizations or medications, 
which your insurance may cover. 

You can show up and wait in line, but 
if you only have a short time between 
classes or don’t want to wait, you might 
want to make an appointment by calling 
the Health Center at (410) 516-8270. 


A Place To Talk 

Feeling the blues? Lonely? Then check 
out A Place To Talk (APTT). 

APTT members are Hopkins students 
who are ready and willing to discuss 
anything from “everyday frustrations” 
to “serious concerns,” according to the 
group’s Web site located at http://www.jhu. 
edu/~aptt. 

All APTT discussions are confidential. 
Just show up to the APTT room in the 
AMR I lobby, 7 p.m. through midnight, 
any day except for Friday and Saturday, 
and you can talk to some). in confi- 
dence. 


Counseling Center 

If the peer listening thing isn’t for you, 
or if you feel you need professional help, 
the Johns Hopkins University Counseling 
Center is the place for you. 

Located at 358 Garland Hall, this on- 
campus facility makes getting the help 
you need easy. 


HEALTH CENTER| 


Student Health & Wellness Center 
Hours of Operation 


Sunday - Closed * 

Monday through Friday - 8:30 a.m. to 
noon; 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

Saturday - 9 a.m. until noon 


* For urgent medical needs when the 
Health Center is closed, call Campus Se- 
curity at (410) 516-7777. They will put you 
in touch with the on-call physician. 


Web site: http://www. jhu.edu/~shcenter 








All services offered by the Center are 
completely free, and all discussions are 
confidential unless disclosure is permit- 
ted by the student or required by law. 

The Center’s hours of operation are 8:30 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

The Center’s services include individu- 
al, couple and group counseling, and are 
not limited to students with serious emo- 
tional problems. Even if you just have trou- 
ble making decisions, this may be for you. 


THE 2006 CONSTITUTIONAL FORUM 


“Our Undemocratic Constitution” 


September 18, 2006 


8 P.M. 


Hodson Hall 110 / The Johns Hopkins University 


SPONSORED BY 

The Johns Hopkins Univers, Department of 
Political Science, Institute for Policy Studies and 
Office of Government, Community and Public Affairs 


SUPPORTED BY 
The George Huntington Williams Memorial Lectureship 
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For more information email: constitution@jhu.edu 
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By XIAO-BO YUAN 


In high school, you may have been 
the only chess-playing libertarian with a 
fondness for Chinese Lion Dance around. 
But don’t worry — at Hopkins, even those 
with the most eclectic interests will find 
a home among the university’s abundant 
pool of student groups. 

Most student organizations operate 
under the umbrella of the Office of Stu- 
dent Involvement (one exception is the 
paper you're holding, which operates 
independently). 

The groups receive funding from the 
Student Activities Commission, a part 
of the Student Council, and fall under a 
large range of categories, from political 
organizations to volunteer and service 
groups to performing arts. 

A large number of service organiza- 
tions provide civic-minded students with 
-outlets to give back to the community. 
You can spread culinary harmony with 
Cooking for Love, mentor local kids in 
Best Buddies and brainstorm with eco- 
aware math geeks in Engineers for a Sus- 
tainable World. 

Taking advantage of these organi- 
zations serves a greater purpose than 
improving the self — it also shows the 
people of Baltimore that Hopkins is not 
an uncaring monolith and breaks down 
the “apathy” tag that often plagues our 
campus. 


Of course, if you're just in the mood 
for, say, talking about hip-hop or playing 
Magic: The Gathering with likeminded 
peers, there are also plenty of recre- 
ational clubs that serve such functions. 
These groups often open doors to fun 
social networks, as do the diverse cul- 
tural clubs on campus, which represent 
almost every ethnic and cultural group 
imaginable. 

Have you been working for months on 
that acoustic vocal arrangement of “My 
Humps”? 

The good news is that Hopkins, like 
many other colleges, boasts a good num- 
ber of talented a capella groups, like the 
award-winning Octopodes and the stud- 
ly, all-male outfit, the All-Nighters. (The 
bad news is: “My Humps” should never 
be sung a cappella.) 

Other performing arts groups are also 
thriving. The Barnstormers is among 
the oldest college theater groups in the 
country, and Witness Theater provides a 
unique chance for student playwrights, 
directors and actors to combine their vi- 
sions. 

If you fancy yourself a comical per- 
son, you might also consider joining the 
Buttered Niblets, Hopkins’ only improv 
group, or Throat Culture, a sketch com- 
edy group. 

Student groups also support more se- 
rious pursuits. Groups like the Milton 
S. Eisenhower Symposium and Foreign 


~ COMMUNITY SERVICE IN COLLEGE 








Just because you've done resume build- 
ing for college applications, do not rule 
out community service as some “fluff” 
you did in the past. Get involved through 
Hopkins’ many volunteer opportunities 
to meet friends and make a difference, 
Be sure to visit the SAC Fair, and check 
out the Center for Social Concern on the 
second floor of Levering for more infor- 
mation. 


Involved 

This annual day of service takes place each 
Fall during freshmen Orientation week. 
Participation teaches new students about 
the needs of their new city and encourages 
continued volunteer involvement through 
the school year. 


JHU Tutorial Project 

Students participating in the Tuto- 
rial Project spend two afternoons each 
week tutoring a child enrolled in a Bal- 
timore City elementary school. Goals 
include educational support and games. 
A great opportunity for those who miss 
hanging out with younger siblings back 
home. 
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Habitat for Humanity 

A widespread international organiza- 
tion concerned with providing safe 
and inhabitable living environments to 
people in need. Student activities in- 
clude hands-on participation in build- 
ing, house maintenance and clean up. 
Be prepared to get messy and make a 
difference. : 


Cooking for Love 

Students interested in this club will learn 
applicable personal skills, as well as help 
feed the hungry. Weekly meetings involve 
preparing new recipes and meals to be 
served at a local Baltimore women’s shel- 
ter. C4L is a tasty and eye-opening ex- 
perience. 


Therapeautic Riding of Hopkins 

Equestrian inclined students will enjoy 
the opportunity to combine community 
service with a love of horses. TROH is a 
unique organization catering to children 
with disabilites ranging from Down Syn- 
drome to cerebral palsy. Therapy through 
riding is therapeautic and a joy to partici- 


pants. 
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The Barnstormers, Hopkins’ largest student theater group, perform Shakespeare on the MSE library steps. 


Affairs Symposium bring in line-ups of 
nationally-renowned speakers, while 
the College Democrats and Republicans 
are involved in local and national cam- 
paigns. Whatever your raison d’étre, these 
groups can help you find likeminded co- 
horts. 

In the event that you can’t find a 


group that suits you, you can register 
your own student group with the Of 
fice of Student Involvement by sending 
in an application. It’s a long and some- 
times frustrating process, but if you end 
up doing what you love, and with people 
you like, it’s more than worth your time 
and effort. 


shriverHallConcertSeries 


VOTED BALTIMORE'S BEST CONCERT SERIES 


BALTIMORE'S FINEST IMPORTER OF CLASSICAL MUSIC 


FALL : 
ytelel =) 


ane 


STEFAN JACKIW, violin 
SUNDAY, Sept. 17, 5:30 pm 


F REE 10 ALL HOMEWOOD 


EMERSON STRING 
QUARTET witn 
MENAHEM 


whl 


g PEABODY UND 


HELENE GRIMAUD, piano 
SUNDAY, Nov. 5, 5:30 pm 


PRESSLER, piano 
SUNDAY, Oct. 15, 5:30 pm 


Season subscri 


ptions and individual-concert tickets available! 
Call 410.516.7164 TRINA AANA IT ART RMT THs] a RULES 
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By MATTHEW MURRAY 


As soon as all you little ones start 
walking around campus, hurrying to 
your “important” classes, and eating dis- 
gusting dinners in well-kept cafeterias, 
you will start to notice that this school is 
flooded with Greeks. 

No, Im not talking about the kinds 
that eat gyros, talk with thick accents, 
and overuse Windex. I’m speaking of the 
plethora of fraternity brothers, sorority 
sisters, and Greek alumni that literally 
run this school. 

For example, President William Bro- 
dy, a man all of you will come to love 
and adore during your four years at the 
Hop, is an old fraternity man himself 
hailing from the Delta Upsilon Chapter 
at M.LT. 

Many of those people who are current- 
ly running your Orientation festivities, 
including the Head of Freshman Orienta- 
tion, Mr. David Hinds (Sigma Phi Epsilon 
or “SigEp” for short), belong to a frater- 
nity or sorority. 

Many of the school’s athletes and in- 
tramural participants are “Greek freaks,” 


including members of the JHU football 
(Alpha Delta Phi or “WaWa” for short), 
baseball (Sigma Alpha Epsilon or “SAE,” 
SigEp, WaWa), crew (SigEp), volleyball 
(Kappa Alpha Theta), and soccer (Al- 
pha Phi and Phi Gamma Delta or “Fiji”) 
teams. 

Even the school’s biggest benefactor 
and one of the most famous graduates, 
New York City Mayor Michael Bloom- 
berg, was part of a Hopkins’ brotherhood 
during his four years here (Phi Psi). 

The fact of the matter is, if you decide 
not to go Greek, you may find yourself 
lonely and left out — seeing as there are 
eleven fraternities, four sororities, and 
five multicultural groups making their 
presence known all over Homewood. 

Although “Greeks” are widely and ste- 
reotypically known for throwing the big- 
gest parties and best bashes of the school 
year, there is much more to their organi- 
zations than the consumption of delicious 
alcohol and previously outdated hazing 
claims. 

Joining a fraternity or a sorority or 
a multicultural group can be a very re- 
warding experience, a choice that many 














Sigma Alpha Epsilon, which is known as the “baseball fraternity,” has their house on 30th and Calvert st. 


Greeks say “is the best decision they have 
ever made.” 

The pledge process, although a long 
and tedious one, can turn once forlorn 
classmates into close friends within two 





Hopkins’ sororities do a lot more than just shop 


By LAUREN STRELEC 


Interested in joining a secret society? 
Missing your cliqué of female friends 
back home? In the mood to party, eat junk 
food and shop for formals with a group of 
awesome sisters?! 

For any of you ladies who answered 
“yes” to these questions, a Hopkins soror- 
ity may be the answer for you. Each one 
of the eight sororities on campus offers a 
unique personality, with a common atmo- 
sphere of fun and sisterhood. 

Before you girls who are decidedly 
“not the sorority type” stop reading, clear 
your mind of any preconceived notions 
and read on for a minute. 

Hopkins academically speaking is a 
community of bright, if not brilliant stu- 
dents. It makes sense, then, that sororities 
composed of Hopkins undergraduates 
are communities of bright, if not brilliant 
sisters. 

Hopkins sororities are refreshingly dif- 
ferent, in that they all include girls who 
embrace the “work hard, play hard” ethic. 
Far from the cliches and realities of televi- 
sion, Hollywood and state school Greeks, 
Hopkins’ Greek girls are anything but 
stereotypical. 

Four sororities on the Homewood cam- 
pus are affiliated with the National Pan- 
hellenic Council (NPC). With member- 
ship ranging from 70 to about 100 sisters, 
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Alpha Phi, Kappa Alpha Theta, Kappa 
Kappa Gamma and Phi Mu offer distinct 
sisterhood experiences. With individual 
mottos, colors and personalities, the best 
way to learn about each sorority is to meet 
some of its members. 

Over the fall term, sisters from each 
organization plan informal get togeth- 
ers, usually centered around a tasty 
treat. From hot cocoa on the breezeway 
to a night of watching “Sex in the City,” 
these well-advertised events are fun and 
easy ways to find out more about sis- 
ters. 

Initiation into a NPC affiliated sorori- 
ty is the culminating step of a week long 
recruitment period. 

Unlike many schools where freshman 
girls can go Greek in the first few weeks 
of school, recruitment at Hopkins occurs 
in the first few weeks of spring semester. 
Prepared with at least a term’s exposure 
to Hopkins’ Greek life and sororities, in- 
terested girls get serious about whether a 
sorority is for them. Recruitment is a time 
of mutual selection. 

After a week of excitement, learning tons 
of names and eating just as many cookies, 
most girls are invited to pledge a sorority. 

While diversity in personality, ethnic- 
ity and interests is apparent in all Hop- 
kins sororities, the Homewood campus 
is home to some specifically multicultural 
Greek organizations. 





Alpha Kappa Delta Phi sorority is an 
Asian-interest group with the same sister- 
hood activities and just as much spirit as 
the NPC. 

Delta Xi Phi sorority sisters are dedi- 


cated to increasing multi-cultural aware- | 


ness. 

Lambda Pi Chi is the resident Latina- 
based sorority. ; 

And Sigma Omicron Pi is an Asian 
American sorority founded on commu- 
nity service. 

Equipped with a little more knowl- 
edge, now are you interested in joining a 
sorority? 

For those who are enthusiastic about 
going Greek, or even a little curious, take 
advantage of your Freshman year to ac- 
tively find out more. 

Hopkins’s Greek Life Web site is a great 


source of general information, contact 


names and information on Rush week, 
the spring recruitment period for all NPC 
sororities. 


Ask that girl in BioChem what the 
Greek letters on her sweatshirt mean, and 
she'll likely gush an exciting story of her 


involvement in sorority life. 


Be sure to attend the fall functions to 
grab a few cookies and chat up different 
sisters. With an open mind for fun, for- 
mals and a fantastic new family, interest- 
ed girls can look forward to four years of 


sisterhood away from home. 
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months’ time. 

Brotherhoods and sisterhoods offer a 
certain level of social comfort, a place to 
turn to for academic advice and tutoring, 
and remain a “rock” of security for many 
students during moments of uncertainty 
and instability. 

Fraternities and sororities around Hop- 
kins are consistently debunking the myth 
that Greeks are “do-nothings,” especially 
considering the amount of service hours 
that are put in by JHU brothers and sis- 
ters. From neighborhood clean-ups to 
the Relay for Life and also including the 
Hopkins 4K for Cancer Research, Greeks 
have their hands and feet in the middle 
of almost every philanthropic event on 
campus. 

At sporting events, like Saturday 
morning football games or Friday eve- 
ning soccer matches, Greeks are the 
loudest, proudest fans in the stands, 
waving banners and enthusiastically 
cheering on their brothers’ or sisters’ 
teams. 

At a place where school spirit is large- 
ly quieted due to heavy homework and 
perpetual over-studying, JHU is always 
represented best by the voices of sorority 
sisters and fraternity brothers at a cappel- 
la concerts, theatrical plays, and famous 
speaker symposiums. 

“If it weren't for us Greeks on this cam- 
pus, the stands would be empty and the 
crickets would come out,” said senior IFC 
President Keith Pifko. 

Rush Week doesn’t arrive until the 
beginning of the spring semester, but 
that doesn’t mean you can't start getting 
involved with the Greeks now. Go to a 
party, stop somebody wearing one of 
those weird sweatshirts, attend the SAC 
fair, and then go and introduce yourself 
to a brother or sister. At a minimum, it’s 
a great way t make some new friends. Be- 
lieve me, you won't regret it. 
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The Hopkins lingo: what every ire 


By SAMMY ROSE SALTZMAN 


What do you think the single-most im- 
portant skill to surviving Hopkins is? 

Is it how to get an A in orgo, where 
the bathrooms are or how to get really 
drunk without getting sick the next 
morning? 

Nope. 

You will die here if you can’t speak 
the JHU lingo, so to prevent a lot of cry- 
ing parents at the end of the year, listen 
up. 

So you say you chose Hopkins for 
the academics. Well, think again, young 
grasshopper. At the end of the day, 
what's really important is knowing ob- 
scure acronyms and incomprehensible 
jargon — and Hopkins has more than the 
CIA. 

Here’s the News-Letter’s guide to talk- 
ing like a Jay. 


AC 

In Hopkins’ pretty little guidebooks 
I bet you saw pictures of all the beauti- 
ful people who go here. Well, there’s only 
one way to meet the JHU high standard of 
attractiveness: get on that treadmill. The 
AC, or Athletic Center, has everything to 
beat the freshman fifteen from a climbing 
wall to kayaking. 


AcPro 

If WoW has taken over your life or frat 
parties are just way too much fun, you 
may find yourself on Academic Proba- 
tion, which happens when your GPA falls 
below 2.0. 


AMRs 
Isn’t it a little creepy that they named a 


place where you sleep in honor of people 
who died in war? Yet the Alumni Memo- 
rial Residences are the “cool” dorms for 
freshmen. Isn’t it cool to share a bathroom 
with 30 people? 


APTT 

A Place to Talk. Located in AMR I, it’s 
where you'll find very happy peers who 
want nothing more than to hear about 
how hard your life is while they stuff you 
full of candy. 


Arts & Crafts 

Engineering kids think they’re funny 
so this is what they call the School of Arts 
and Sciences. Too bad they have to do a lot 
more work than us. 


Bawlmer’ 

Well, as the benches say, it is “The 
Greatest City in America.” Or not. It used 
to be “The City that Reads,” but people 
started calling it “The City that Bleeds.” 
Now they hired a professional to come up 
with a new city nickname. 


The Beach 

No one told you there was a beach on 
campus? Oh yeah, just walk down Charles 
Street and make a right at Gullible. Silly 
freshman, it’s actually that big lawn in 
front of the library. 


Beirut 

A really awesome game played by 
only the best and brightest that Hop- 
kins has to offer. These players set up ten 
cups of beer on each side of a table and 
then throw ping-pong balls into them. 
It’s such an exclusive sport, you'll only 
find it in the finest of Hopkins fraternity 














houses. 
BELIEVE 

Baltmore’s at- 
tempt to motivate 


the last person who 
mugged you to be a 
better person. 


Bloomberg 

Only the great- 
est JHU alumn ever, 
Michael graduated in 
1964 and is now the 
mayor of New York 
City. He often do- 
nates to the Universi- 
ty anonymously, but 
the School of Public 
Health and the phys- 
ics building bear his 
name. 


Brody 
Our fearless lead- 
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Don't let security turnstiles hold you up this winter. Get your J-card ready! 
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President Wil- 


liam Brody. He has 
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For a taste of arts and culture, head South of campus for a trip the to BMA. Don’t miss the gift shop! 


more letters after his name than are on 
this page, no kidding. He was also the 
highest paid university president in 
2004. Ca-ching. 


BMA 

The Baltimore Museum of Art for you 
uncultured neanderthals. It’s located on 
the South side of campus, and us Hopkins 
kiddies get in free. 


BME 

Say no to BME, or Biomedical Engi- 
neering. It’s one of the hardest majors 
here, and only the strongest survive, 50 
pounds lighter than they started. 


Breezeway 

The stairs between the upper and low- 
er quad. Good for if you like being bom- 
barded with fliers and buying things at 
bake sales. Bad if you don’t like people. 


Cafe Q 

For that extra buzz between classes, 
head to the Q-Level of the library (quad 
level) for some tasty coffee drinks. The 
long lines will make you late for class, but 
at least you'll come with a trendy drink. 


Charles Village Project 

A nice name for all that freakin’ con- 
struction on Saint Paul Street. Apparently 
it will look really nice when it’s finished. 


CollTown Shuttle 

Did you know your J-Card was like a 
Europass? Yup, except pretend all the sur- 
rounding colleges are quaint little coun- 
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tries. The shuttle, an old-fashioned train. 


CVP 

If you're looking to find Baltimore 
townies in their natural habitat, head 
to the Charles Village Pub. If you don't 
want to get punched, don’t stare at 
them. 


D-Level 

If you're boring, it’s just the lowest lev- 
el of the library, where every one is very, 
very quiet. If you're cool, it’s the number 
one place to have sex on campus. Use pro- 
tection! 


DMC 

The Digital Media Center is one of 
the really cool facilities JHU provides 
its students. Located in Mattin Center, 
all you need is a J-Card to rent all sorts 
of equipment from digital cameras to mi- 
crophones. 


Gatehouse 

The adorable little cottage on the 
South-East corner of campus where mem- 
bers of JHU’s hardest working student 
group hang out Tuesday and Wednes- 
day nights. That would be us, the editors 
of the News-Letter. And by hang out, | 
mean bang our heads against computers 
all night. 


Facebook 

Don't lie: You check Facebook every 
five minutes. You get giddy when a quasi 
acquaintance updates his or her relation- 
ship status. You jump for joy when your 
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Charles Commons welcomes returning students Jays coach 
. g killed in 
~ car accident 


- By MATTHEW MURRAY 
| The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 
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| | Blue Jays’ Assistant Baseball 

Coach, Mike Durgala, was tragi- 
cally killed just over a month ago in 
a chain-reaction car accident while 
en route to Baltimore from Gettys- 
| burg, Pa. 
| The 23 year-old strength and con- 
ditioning coach had been a valued . 
asset for the Jays since his impres- 
| sive undergraduate performance as 
a two-time Second Team All-Cen- 
tennial selection under the direction 
of Head Coach Bob Babb. 

Babb recognized Durgala’s 
magnetism and skill that won the 
respect of his teammates, “Mike 
was like a big brother to a lot of us,” 
junior outfielder Robert Pietroforte 
said. “I can remember him waking 
up at 6 a.m. to lift with a bunch of 
us, just because we had work or 
class at 9 am. He just made sure 
that everybody around him was 
getting better and improving, both 
as a player an a human being.” 

“When Mike played during his 
junior and senior years at Hop- 
kins, he was a part of a very special 
group of players,” Babb said. “After 
he had graduated, he expressed 
his interest to me about going into 
coaching as a fulltime career, and I 
was glad to hear him say that, so I 
hired him right away.” 

During his undergraduate car- 
reer Durgala helped lead the Blue 
Jays to three Centennial Confer- 
ence Championships and was a key 
sons from entering. The proposed policy ee . member of the 2004 team, which 
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Mayor Martin | j 
O'Malley agreed | 
1 to appropriate 
$4.9 million for | / 
street and side- 
7 walk enhance- | 
ments along St. 
Paul Street in | | 
Charles Village, 
Page A3 








Murder suspect’s trial postponed 


This latest delay | 
in the Donta Al- | 
len trial will be 
the fourth, but 
frequent — post- 
ponements are | 
not unusual in | 
/ the Baltimore 
City court sys- 
tem, Page A3 




















City to tackle underage drinking 


Local bars, clubs and music venues that 
serve alcohol may be affected by a new 
city policy that prohibits under-21 per- 
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The Barnes & Noble bookstore is slated to open its doors in October 2006. 


Commons completed to 
University’s expectations 


By CHRISTINE HIGGINS 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


In accordance with University 
aims, Struever Brothers Eccles 
and Rouse successfully finished 
the Charles Commons residen- 
tial halls prior to the Sept. 3 
move-in date. However, due to 
the prioritized nature of the proj- 
ect, numerous common facilities 
are still incomplete. 

Additionally the Charles 
Commons dining hall, which 
has been appositionally named 
Third At Thirty-Third, will have 
a delayed grand opening. The 
hall was originally intended to 
open today but remains unfin- 
ished. Completion of essential 
elements within the dining hall 
was postponed due to time con- 
straints for other areas. 

The University decided to 
withhold the dining hall's open- 
ing until Sept. 12 to accommodate 
Aramark’s staff and services. Ac- 
cording to Paula Burger, dean of 
undergraduate education and 
vice provost, in light of the delays 
in construction, the food service 
staff has not had an appropriate 
amount of time to orient them- 
selves for the planned Thursday 
opening. 

“A committee met and decid- 


ed that if we opened the dining 
facility before Tuesday it would 
not reflect the full array of choices 
available and intentions for this 
new space. We wanted to open 
with everyone well equipped to 
show the student body what they 
can expect from this new dining 
service,” Burger said. 

Within three weeks the re- 
mainder of student areas will 
be ready for use. According to 
Burger, it is only a matter of ty- 
ing up loose odds and ends. The 
majority of the work consists of 
jobs, such as painting railings, 
installing audio insulation for the 
music rooms and setting up the 
game room. 

“Tm confident that everything 
will be finished in a timely fash- 
ion. So far we have run into a few 
hot water spots, and our subcon- 
tractor resolved them quickly. 
Anyone who has had a house 
built understands that nothing 
else goes smoothly, and this is 
600 times the average house,” 
Burger continued. 

Senior Director of Housing 
and Dining Carol Mohr said, 
“We're excited to provide stu- 
dents with an atmosphere that is 
spacious and inviting in order to 
support spontaneous gatherings 
and more social outlets.” 
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JHU drops in the U.S. News rankings 


| By STEFANIE BENCA 


The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


Hopkins can no longer claim 
a spot in the coveted top 15 of the 
U.S. News & World Report’s annu- 
al national universities ranking 
following a three-position slip to 
16th this year. 

U.S. News establishes this 
ranking based on many criteria, 
including student/faculty ratio, 
average freshman retention rate, 
SAT/ACT scores in the 25th to 75th 
percentile, and acceptance rate. 

Johns Hopkins’ fall has been 
attributed to a deduction of two 
points in the overall score: one 
point for acceptance rate and an- 
other point for faculty resources, 
such as the number of classes un- 
der 20 students. The university 
still remained among the top 10 
schools in the magazine's evalu- 
ation of “academic strength.” 

University officials expressed 
skepticism in regard to the U.S. 
News ranking, saying that sever- 
al of its figures have been skewed 
and are misrepresentative. 

“We did drop a bit in the frac- 
tion of classes under 20 students, 
but in looking into this matter, we 
have found that the data system 
from which this report is gener- 
ated rolls up certain classes with 
multiple sections into larger cat- 
egories, e.g., all expository writing 


class, when, of course, the sections 
never meet together and they are 
indeed very small classes. This 
will be corrected ‘by hand’ for the 
next submission of data,” Paula 
Burger, vice provost and dean of 
undergraduate education, said. 

“Ttis too bad that the index also 
fails to count individual courses, 
such as independent research. As 
you know, one of the hallmarks 
of a Hopkins education is the 
chance to do significant research 
with a faculty member, and that 
is the ultimate ‘small class’ expe- 
rience,” she continued. 

“The rankings are quitea rough 








City board seeks to curb alcohol abuse 


By KATHERINE BREWER 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


In response to increased con- 
cerns regarding underage drink- 
ing in Baltimore, the city has 
formed a Liquor Advisory Com- 
mittee (BCLAC), which is taking 
steps to eliminate city-wide ille- 
gal consumption. The first policy 
being enacted by the BCLAC will 
be to remove the “18 to party, 
21 to drink” policies from local 


bars, clubs and music venues. 

These policies are currently 
held by establishments that in- 
tend to target Baltimore's col- 
legiate population by opening 
their doors to patrons who are 
under the legal drinking age 
and have been coined “college 
nights.” 

BCLAC’s Chairman Leigh S. 
Ratiner explained the irony of 
the current situation, “Allow- 
ing people under 21 into bars is 


simply an invitation for juvenile 
fraud. Drinking irresponsibil- 
ity is a problem in all ages, but 
it is obviously much more severe 
with people under 21,” Ratiner 
said. 

“The reason that non-under- 
age people are concerned with 
underage drinking is because 
of drunk driving, primar- 
ily,” he continued. “There is 
a disproportionate number of 

CONTINUED ON Pace A3 


sections were collapsed into one * 


measure of [improvement], but be- 
cause they can set a tone out there 
among the public and influence 
the perceived quality of Hopkins 
with respect to our competitors, 
we take the matter of rankings 
very seriously. 
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of 2009, which ended up being 35 
percent. Hopkins has said that the 
higher admit rate was a precau- 
tion against any lingering secu- 
rity concerns among applicants, 
The University stresses, how- 
ever, that with 
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of the educa- 
tion we offer, 
in response to 
the ranking 
methodology. 
We would not 
do that,” John Latting, director of 
admissions said. 

Hopkins received a negative 
point for its uncharacteristically 
high acceptance rate for the Class 


DEAN OF ENROLLMENT & 
ACADEMIC SERVICES 





all indicate that 
there is an in- 
tensified interest 
in Johns Hop- 
kins University 
among most col- 
lege applicants. “In the end, stu- 
dents choose a college most of- 
ten based on best ‘fit’ rather than 
best rank,” William Conley, dean 
of enrollment, added. 





Eprrors-IN-CHIEF 

MANAGING EpiTors 
PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR 

Copy Epitors 

SPECIAL Epitions/ Focus Eprrors 
News EpiTors 

Opinions Epiror 

Features Eprrors 

Sports Epirors 

Arts EDITORS 

ScIENCE Eprror 

Events Epitor 

ELECTRONICS EpiTions Epiror 
Grapuics Eprror 


BusINEss MANAGER 
MARKETING DirRECTOR 
Accounts DirECTOR 
ADVERTISING DIRECTOR 


Mailing Address: 
Levering Suite 102 
The Johns Hopkins University 
3400 North Charles Street 
Baltimore, MD 21218 








PUBLISHED SINCE 1896 BY THE STUDENTS OF THE JOHNS Hopkins UNIVER- 


HTTP://WWW .JHUNEWSLETTER.COM 


EDITORIAL BOARD 


Sal Gentile, Sammy Rose Saltzman 


Zach Goodman, Matthew Murray 


BUSINESS BOARD 





William Parschalk, Xiao-bo Yuan 


Shiv Gandhi 

Emily Benjamin, Dylan Diggs 
James Friedman, Lauren Strelec 
Ravi Gupta, Christine Higgins 
Joshua Robinson 

Sam Engel, Joseph Ho 


Alex Begley, Alex Traum 
Nina Keyvan 

Alena Geffner-Milhsten 
Raja Vallarapu 

Matt Hansen 


Charlie Arestia 
Rocky Cheng 
Marc Goldwein 





Stephen Fedder 


The Gatehouse 
(on the corner of N. Charles Street and Art Museum Drive) 


Business/Advertising: (410) 516-4228 
Fax Number: (410) 516-6565 
E-mail: News. Letter@hu.edu 
http://www shunewsletter.com 


2006 Cover-Letter 


baltimore 
invests in 
regional 
revival 


BY RAVI GUPTA 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


The Baltimore Board of Es- 
timates recently approved an 
investment of $21 million in the 
Collegetown development proj- 
ect currently underway in the 
Charles Village area. 

The Board, headed by Balti- 
more Mayor Martin O’Malley, 
agreed to appropriate $4.9 mil- 
lion for street and sidewalk en- 
hancements along St. Paul Street 
and $15.8 million for a large por- 
tion of a public parking garage, 
both of which will be completed 
by the Baltimore Development 
Corp. 

The investment stands to give 
the city a substantially profitable 
stake in the Charles Village re- 
development. The project, which 
comes with a $190 million price 
tag, includes the $80 million 
Charles Commons dormitory 
for Hopkins upperclassmen; it 
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The Baltimore Development Corp. has been given funding for improvement of 
sidewalks along the St. Paul Street and construction of a public parking garage. 


also comprises the $27 million 
Village Lofts project and the $83 
million Olmsted project, both of 
which will house commercial 
and parking space and high-end 
condominiums. 

“The city’s work on the 
streetscape will greatly improve 
the pedestrian experience for 
residents and visitors. It will 
help to tie the whole area togeth- 
er, reinforcing the feeling this is 
a community and neighborhood 
as opposed to a series of discon- 
nected developments. It also will 
enhance pedestrian safety. The 
garage will help to address a 
significant parking deficit in the 
area and help to make the en- 
tire project viable for neighbors, 
visitors and businesses, Dennis 
O’Shea, executive director of 
communications and public af- 
fairs, said. 

“The 


investment] demon- 





Hopkins mourns the loss 
of popular baseball coach 


CONTINUED FROM PacE A1 
virtually the entire season ranked 
number one in the nation. 

Durgala contributed heavily 
to both the physical and mental 
health of team. Throughout the 
regular season and the off-sea- 
son, Durgala was active work- 
ing with youth baseball players, 
often providing individual in- 


struction not just on how to lift — 


a free weight, but also on how to 
eat, sleep and study. 

Those closest to him accredit 
this versatility to his personal 
character. “This summer, Mike 
became our surrogate son, eat- 
ing meals at our house, watching 
over our kids and being a great 
role model for my son and two 
daughters,” Babb said. “They saw, 
like we did, that Mike was truly a 
tremendous person,” he said. 

“That's just the type of play- 
er he was: if something wasn't 





COURTESY OF HOPKINS ATHLETICS 
Coach Mike Durgala was killed in a 
tragic car accident, Aug. 3. 


working or if something was 
hurt, he’d work around it and try 
to find something that did work 
or didn’t hurt,” he added. Dur- 
gala was active working with 
youth baseball players both on 
and off the field, often providing 
instruction on how to eat, sleep, 
and study. 


strates the city’s strong commit- 
ment to a public-private partner- 
ship to move the Charles Village 
area forward. The city, the com- 
munity, the University and the 
Struever Brothers development 
team are all working together to 
help Charles Village better real- 
ize its potential. The result will 
be a stronger community for ev- 
eryone who lives, works or does 
business here,” he added. 

According to an article in the 
Baltimore Sun, the city stands to 
collect an added $1.7 million in 
annual tax revenue and 25 per- 
cent of the profits from the proj- 
ect. 

“The city gets a lot of bang 
for the public's buck by combin- 
ing forces with private investors 
— in this case, the university 
and Struever Brothers — to back 
these improvements,” O’Shea 
said. 
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Underage drinking 


sparks salety concerns 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE A2 
underage drinkers getting into car 
accidents, in addition to causing 
loud noise, publicly urinating _ 
and throwing up in the streets.” 

The Power Plant Live recently 
barred entry to anyone falling 
under the legal drinking age, 
and the “college night” shuttles 
stopped running into Charles 
Village at the end of last semes- 
ter. Community/Student Liaison 
Carrie Bennett, who is respon- 
sible for controlling the amount 
of partying around the Hopkins 
campus, feels that the removal 
of these bus systems is probably 
for the best. Organizations, such 
as Student Council, can provide 





transportation back and forth 
to similar events if they comply 
with city regulations. These bus- 
es are considered to be safer and 
reliable, according to Bennett. 

“It’s strange to have a college 
night at a bar, when probably 
three-fourths of college students 
are too young to legally drink,” 
Bennett, who also believes the 
nights foster binge drinking, 
said. “I have seen students come 
off the buses and not be able to 
walk down the steps; they liter- 
ally fall in the street. And at the 
bars you have students from 
all the local colleges ... you are 
talking about thousands of loud, 
drunk kids.” 


ed | 


Daw B 


SHIV GANDHI/NEWS-LETTER 


A student at the Spring Fair's Beer Garden, at the Nichols House, pours drinks. 








Donta Allen trial 
postponed 


The homicide trial of Donta 
M. Allen, who was indicted in 
April 2005 for the murder of 
Hopkins senior Linda Trinh, 
was postponed due to the de- 
parture of a key prosecutor, ac- 
cording to the Baltimore City 
state’s attorney’s. communica- 
tions office. 

Twila Driggins, the original 
prosecutor on the case, recently 
moved to a private law firm, 
leaving Allens case in the hands 
of a new attorney, Matt Fraling. 
The trial’s September date was 
then moved to Nov. 14 to give 
Fraling a chance to catch up on 
preparation, the state attorney’s 
office said. 

This latest delay will be the 
trial’s fourth, but officials in- 
dicate that frequent postpone- 
ments are not unusual in the 
Baltimore City court system, 


News Briefs 


where trials often get held back 
due to a large backlog of homi- 
cide cases and limited court fa- 
cilities. 

Allen’s defense attorney, 
Warren A. Brown, said he was 
unsure whether the multiple 
delays would impact his client’s 
chances in court. “I don’t know 
how this postponement is go- 
ing to affect the case,” he said. 

Last year, Allen, 28, pled not 
guilty to charges of first-degree 
murder and first-degree bur- 
glary in the homicide of Trinh, 
who was found dead from 
asphyxiation in her Charles 
apartment in Jan. 2005. 

After several months of 
delay, Brown said that pros- 
ecutors have turned over some 
details of the DNA evidence 
they had collected, but not all. 
Brown, however, refused to 
speculate on the strength of 
his client’s case. 

“When that jury comes out, 
they'll decide,” he said. 

— Xiao-bo Yuan 
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University gives 
nod to first 
director of 
Africana Studies 


History professor Ben Vinson 
has been appointed as the first 
permanent director of the Center 
for Africana Studies (CAS), by 
his predassor, who was the first 
to hold the position. The fledg- 
ling, three-year-old academic 
center now includes 23 Hopkins 
faculty members and aspires to 
extend the Hopkins tradition of 
strength in the humanities. 

In an interview with The 
Examiner, Vinson said, “I 
would like to think we can use 
the center in a positive way to 
develop a relationship between 
the University and the very 
large, bright African American 
community in Baltimore.” 

— Mitra Heshmati 
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Announcing 
The Senior Leadership Consultants for 2006 — 2007 


Kristy Gangaram 
Wai Yim Lam 
Kristian Sekse 

Alena Balasanova 
Tami Salmi 
Deepa Gandhi 
Altair Peterson 
Gary Kao 
Maytal Saltiel 
Katherine Mills- Tannenbaum 
Neha Malhotra 
Jonathan Edward 
Brooke Nevils 
Aaron Kaplan 
Sarah David 
Christina Chapman 

Marc Goldwein 
Carey Polis 


The Senior Leadership Consultants are charged with providing leadership 
development programs, services and consulting for Johns Hopkins University 
undergraduates. For more information about the Senior Leadership Consul- 
tants program contact the Office of the Dean of Student Life. 











If you are selling books, we suggest you bring a blanket and arrive slightly before 
11:00, in order to set up whatever you need to. You may also want to bring a 
sign advertising the books you're selling. When you arrive, look for the Student 
Council table so we can tell you where to set up. Student Council will not be 
regulating prices, and please remember that any books you don’t sell, you'll have 
to bring back home with you. 





Interested in performing on 
the Charles Commons Dining area stage? 
Here’s your chance! 


We are currently looking for talent to perform 
Thursday — Saturday evenings @ 9p.m. 


Please email Rosa Hanco, 
rhancol@jhu.edu, for more information. 
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Hopkins and Baltimore public school students spent time learning from and having fun with each other over the summer. 


Keeping Baltimore kids busy and brainy 


Hopkins students participate in the Teach Baltimore program in city schools this summer 


By DREW LEFKOF 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


For an eight-year old living in 
Baltimore’s Cherry Hill neigh- 
borhood, summer vacation does 
not mean all-day visits to the zoo 
or aquarium — it means unsuper- 
vised idleness, which allows for 
exposure to drugs and violence. 

With the Teach Baltimore pro- 
gram, one of many programs 
funded by the Center for Sum- 
mer Learning, however, interns 
like Hopkins senior Simon Gao 
are trained to teach Baltimore 
students at inner city public 
schools over their idle times in 
summer. Working with an ex- 
perienced mentor teacher, Gao 
taught nine-year-olds elemen- 
tary math and helped them with 
various social issues experienced 
in an ordinary classroom. 

According to a 1994 Carnegie 
Council study, unsupervised idle 
time leads to increased chances 
of drug use, gang participation 
and school failure. The Johns 
Hopkins Center for Summer 
Learning has also found that 
low-income students lose three 
months of knowledge over the 
summer, nearly three times the 
average amount for middle class 
youth. 

Gao, having previously 
helped third grade students 
write their own novels as com- 
munity service, felt confident 
enough working with kids in the 


write their own novels and they 
went on display in the public li- 
brary,” he said. “This served as 
an important teaching experi- 
ence for me because it showed 
how flexible you have to be with 
kids. You need to be able to ex- 
plain something several differ- 
ent ways for each child to under- 
stand.” 

Gao said that the anxiety of 
being the sole authority over 
children from poor backgrounds 
did not faze him. 

“| think my family and 
friends were more nervous for 
me. I grew up ina similar situa- 
tion. My family started out very 
poor when we first immigrated. 
That gave me the confidence to 
help these kids rise out of their 
situation as I did for myself.” 

Although there were obvious 
cultural and socioeconomic dif- 
ferences, Gao was able to find 
some common ground. 

“They may be from the inner 
city, but they are no differentthan 
you or me as people. They watch 
the same shows, like the same 
stuff and play the same games,” 
he said. “The most rewarding 
part of the experience was get- 
ting to know the kids and see- 
ing how my efforts would make 
progress for the short term.” 

Gao remembers counseling 
one of his students during a class 
field trip and seeing how his in- 
fluence could effect children in 
the short term. However, he said 
he is not sure whether his guid- 


“T took one of my boys aside 
during a field trip and started 
talking to him about being a 
good leader. He seemed to un- 
derstand immediately when I 
told him that a good leader will 
get others to follow,” Gao said. 
“Although it seemed like he got 
it, | don’t know if it will stick. 
There are more influences in his 
life that may change that.” 

Gao’s experiences showed 
him clear reasons why the youth 
of Baltimore and inner city 
America face dangerous futures. 

"I would stay with the kids un- 
til they got picked up in the eve- 
ning by their parents. It seemed 
like what they were missing most 
was a role model,” he said. “Some 
parents would not even hug or 
embrace their kids at the end of 
the day. That's really sad. We need 
parents and teachers to care about 
the future of their children.” 
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This season dress 
to express yourseli 


As style addicts and gurus are 
well aware, the fashion crowd 
celebrates the New Year not in 
January, but September. 

It’s during this month that de- 
signers unveil their new collec- 
tions and establish the trends for 
the upcoming year, inundating 


| retail stores with an abundance 


of fresh must-have items. And, 
fortunately for students, this 
New Year coincides perfectly 
with a very important annual 
rite: back-to-school shopping. 

So, happy New Year! 

First off, let us clarify a mis- 
conception held by far too many 
fall shoppers: In terms of cloth- 
ing, back-to-school does not 
mean back to basics. As a college 
student, you've passed the age of 
hitting the local mall with mom 
to mindlessly accumulate a fresh 
supply of the monochromatic 
t-shirts and faded jeans you've 
been donning since the stone 
ages. Having the right to a new 
fall wardrobe 
does not give you 


dressing habits. Allow your per- 
sonality, thoughts and opinions 
to express themselves through 
your clothing. -Perhaps even 
make a list of adjectives that best 
characterize you, then search 
for clothes that represent those 
words. 

However you. choose to re- 
invent your sense of style and 
reveal your personality this fall, 
here are a few trends bound to tip 
the hotness meter this season. 

Among the most coveted 
pieces for fall is, once again, 
anything and everything with 
color! From bright purple at Yves 
Saint Laurent to neon green by 
Nike Collection, t-shirts, jack- 
ets, shoes and even pants this 
season are to be bright and 
bold. However, this palette only 
works in moderation, with, say, 
an accompanying pair of basic 
black trousers to offset a bright- 
ly-colored shirt. Try wearing a 
pair of fitted black pants with a 

sports coat and 





the right to main- 
tain your same 
old style of dress. 
Would you use 
the same _ tooth- 








a fire-engine-red 
t-shirt | under- 
neath. Or wear 
an all-white out- 
fit with a pair of 
brightly-colored 








brush year after shoes. Contrast 
year? And seri- ined has never been 
ously, do you re- \ so hot! 

ally want another Additionally, 
“Abercrombie (- basic clothes 
Football” t-shirt La rter Cramer — gray t-shirts 
this fall? Like and fitted jeans 
most commodi- H op (Co U fu re — that have been 
ties, style, too, embellished with 
has a shelf-life. broaches, patches, 


This year, shopping for your 
back-to-school wardrobe should 
be anything but perfunctory. Af- 
ter all, fashionis about expression 
and showcasing the unique per- 
sonality of the clothing’s wearer. 
Similar to the expression “you 
are what you eat,” the inverse 
applies to fashion: you wear 
what you are. If you're wearing 
the same A&F t-shirt and faded 
jeans sported by every other 
person your age, you're basically 
portraying to those around you 
that you're a follower lacking 
any sense of individuality. 

While it may seem shallow 
and cliché, it is irrefutably true 
that first impressions are lasting. 
Even if it’s subconscious, those 
around you will incorporate the 
way you're dressed into their 
snap judgment of you. 

Keep this in mind as you 
back-to-school shop this year: 
Embrace your individuality and 
break free from your traditional 


pins and sequins are must-haves 
for fall. What’s great about this 
trend is that fans of the look can 
create their own similar pieces. 
Try adding a couple of vintage 
Boy Scout patches (found at Sal- 
vation Army or any inexpensive 
thrift store) to an already-owned 
fitted shirt or pair of pants. Take 
several of Grandma’s old, tacky 
broaches and arrange them over 
a cardigan or jacket. This fall's 
look is all about imagination 
and creativity, truly allowing 
individual personality to shine 
through. 

Whatever you choose for 
your fall wardrobe, don’t back- 
to-school shop with the inten- 
tion of simply replacing the 
items you already have. Instead, 
opt for a color or fabric you 
wouldn’t normally choose and 
purchase a wardrobe that gives 
anyone who comes in contact 
with you a bit of insight into 
your character. 
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Tangos and teachers: 
stories from Buenos Aires 


By FRANCESCA PERETTI 


The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


Hopkins offers study pro- 
grams across the globe in places 
such as France, London, Italy, 
Spain, Australia, China, the 
Czech Republic and Argentina. 
With countless options, how 
does one choose where to spend 
their semester abroad? For many 
International Relations and Ro- 
mance Language majors, South 
America has become a popular 
destination. 

Through Hopkins’ program 
in Latin American Studies, a 
student can spend a semester or 
their summer in the bustling city 
of Buenos Aires, Argentina. It’s 
the largest city and the capital 
of Argentina offers a hospitable 
atmosphere where intellectuals 
can attend poetry readings and 
art exhibits and socialites can 
go to the theater and dance the 
night away at tango clubs. 

For International Relations 
major Jessica McKenzie, Argen- 
tina was at the top of her list. 
The Hopkins senior spent her 
spring semester in Buenos Ai- 
res and discovered a “different 
type of people: very community 





based, generous, and willing to 
have a conversation with com- 
plete strangers.” As a foreign 
student, McKenzie felt extremely 
welcome. She found that people 
were particularly interested in 
discussing her studies in their 
beloved homes. 

Lucky enough to experience 
the World Cup in a country with 
outstanding nationalism, McK- 
enzie raves, “I’ve never seen such 
passion for the World Cup. They 
had true love for their team and 
such appreciation for the play- 
ers; you just don’t find that here 
in the U.S. so it was cool to expe- 
rience that.” Who wouldn’t want 
to visit this city with a commu- 
nity so passionate for enjoying 
life? 

Hopkins Junior Makibi Tak- 
agi, who spent six weeks of his 
summer in Argentina through 
the program of Latin American 
Studies, recalls his favorite event 
during his stay. Takagi recounts 
a tango show he attended at a 
relatively famous but supris- 
ingly intimate café, “There were 
only 40 people in the audience 
and three musicians, a pianist, 
accordion player and _ string 
bassist. I figured it would only 
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be music and dancing, but there 
was a crazy male singer who told 
hilarious stories and jokes.” Lat- 
in American customs allowed 
for “a very audience-involving 
show that made everyone sing 
along to this really famous tango 
in Spanish and even asked one 
of the girls in our group to sing 
but she was way too shy!” It’s no 
wonder where their enthusiasm 
comes from; the tango was born 
in the suburbs of Buenos Aires. 
Senior Altair Peterson also en- 
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El Congresso, the Congressional Palace, is one of the many historical sites that the team visited in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 


joyed the South American climate 
this summer and couldn't speak 
more highly of how well the Hop- 
kins program was planned and 
executed, especially for a student 
who did not speak any Spanish. 
Peterson recalls the active night- 
life in particular. “The nightlife 
was amazing. Clubs didn’t open 
until two in the morning so we 
would sit around in bars until 
they opened. We would search for 
spots that we really enjoyed and 
meet other American students all 


Oh the horror! Advice to avoid sexual slip-ups 


There are few guarantees in 
life. The two clichés, of course, are 
death and taxes, though there hap- 
pens to be an important adden- 
dum to that list: bad sex. Everyone 
has had a horrible sexual experi- 
ence. There are uncomfortable 
moments like your prudish room- 
mate screaming as she walks in 
on you and your neighbor in your 
awkwardly lofted bed. A worse 
scenario is the dialogue after be- 
coming accustomed to the lack 
of internal stimulation from your 
boyfriend’s below average size. 
“Oh wow! ... You just, uh ... feel 
so good inside me.” His response 
is shockingly, “Wait. I’m not in 
you yet.” Obviously, you have to 
improve your acting skills after 
that. Lastly, a girl never wants to 
hear, “Don’t worry. I didn’t use a 
condom because I’m sterile” A 
pap smear should follow this ex- 
perience. 

If you are thinking that you’ve 
been lucky enough to avoid such 
a traumatic experience, think 
again, because I promise you that 
will change. No one has amazing 
sex every single time. You may 
be a pro, but you will end up 
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with an amateur no matter how 
hot she or he is. If you are the ex- 
ception to this generalization, I 
apologize and please call me! 
The irony is that bad sex is 
much easier to define than good 
sex. People can always cite specific 
examples of a hook-up that went 
wrong. For 
example, it 
has recently 
become 


Ashley Wietsma 


following the Do’s and Dont’s as 
you would in chem lab. There are 
some who are blessed with the 
natural ability to have great sex. 
But for those sadly blessed with 
other, less useful talents, like 
burping on cue or touching your 
tongue to your nose - wait, never 
mind, maybe 
that isn’t use- 
less, it’s a sign 


° ° of a very flex- 
known to Orgasmic Chemistry vie tongue. 
me that if a Don’t worry, 
girlis on top, great sex tech- 


decides to pull all the way out and 
then slams all the way back down, 
her partner’s most prized posses- 
sion will be out of commission for 
the remainder of the evening. 

With all these examples of 
poor sexual conduct, it would 
seem that good sex is simply the 
opposite. That method may pre- 
vent you from making ego-shat- 
tering mistakes, but it won’t me- 
morialize you as a sexual deity 
in the ranks with Jenna Jameson 
and myself. (Just kidding, Jenna 
isn’t that good.) 

There is much more to a mind- 
blowing session of banging than 


niques can be learned and devel- 
oped through experience. 

It is easy to recognize great 
sex: the most obvious sign is an 
orgasm. But is that simply all 
that defines good sex? For me, 
the most memorable experiences 
were not necessarily the times 
that I finished. There are many 
different characteristics of my fa- 
vorite memories, which include 
anything from location (A-level) 
and spontaneity (in the shower) 
to the time of day (late at night) 
and temperature (hot!). This 
prompts the question of whether 
the definition of good sex is in- 
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dividual, or can generalizations 
be agreed upon? How can we sift 
through this gray area to create a 
clearer description of good sex? 

The task is not an easy one, but 
addressing this question is the 
goal of my column. I hope that by 
narrowing our view and talking 
about specifics such as condom 
type and foreplay skills, we can 
form a better definition of satisfy- 
ing sex. I am always open to sug- 
gestions, questions, praise and 
criticism. Until next week, my ad- 
vice is to completely wipe the slate 
clean. A new year means meeting 
new people and trying new and 
wild things — with their consent, 
of course. Good luck starting the 
year. Orgasmic Chemistry is now 
in session. 


CONFUSED? 


CURIOUS? 





I Send your questions to 
Ashley Wietsma at i 


i awietsma@gmail.com. | 
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COURTESY OF MAKIM TAKAGI 


over the place. One of the group 
members lived with a family who 
had Argentinean brothers our age 
who loved to take us out and in- 
troduce us to people.” Both stu- 
dents couldn't get enough of the 
different customs that Argentina 
had to offer. 

Within the program each stu- 
dent is immersed into the culture 
and lives of an Argentine family. 
“Their cultural differences and 
style of living made a big im- 
pression on me,” McKenzie said. 
Nightlife is extremely prominent 
and “socializing always took 
place outside of the home since 
it is customary for children to 
live with their families even af- 
ter they get married,” she con- 
tinues. 

Students are also required to 
take several courses emphasiz- 
ing Argentine literature, culture, 
history and politics at local uni- 
versities such as the National 
University of San Martin. Along 
with the stimulating classes 
taught in Spanish, lectures are 
offered by faculty, writers, artists 
and various guest intellectuals. 
There is a considerable amount 
of learning done outside of the 
classroom; field trips are taken 
to historic sites and students 
frequent numerous fairs and 
festivals that take place during 
their stay. Cultural events play 
a monumental role in Argen- 
tine life, which is rounded out 
by notable literature (Jorge Luis 
Borges is a native of the city) 
and family values. With such 
a prominently welcoming and 
community-based culture, one 
would be foolish not to consider 
a semester or summer abroad in 
Buenos Aires. 

To find out more about the 
Hopkins program in Latin 
American Studies please visit: 
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(linton looks back on a life of funk Family dysfunction has 
; never been this loveable 


Little Miss Sunshine satisfies with its humor, heart and wit 


On Saturday, Sept. 2, News- 
Letter staff writer and photographer 
Mark Mehlinger sat down with the 
godfather of funk, George Clinton, 
the week before his second Baltimore 
performance of the year. 


News-Letter: How did you 
initially become involved in mu- 
sic? 


George Clinton: Well, I guess 
I was about 13 years old, and 
Frankie Lineman and the Teen- 
agers, I think in ‘56, got to be 
popular, and I wanted to get all 
the girls, so 1 wanted to get into 
that myself. Everybody was ina 
group around ‘56. 


N-L: Looking back to that 
time period, what do you think 
of the music scene? 


GC: Well at that time, like I 
said, everybody had a group ... 
Every high school had a group on 
every corner, you know, from the 
local gangs. And with the older 
guys there were a lot of records 
out by different groups. : 


Over in New York we used to 
go to the Apollo and they had the 
most famous groups, you know, 
Little Anthony and The Imperi- 
als, The Heartbeats and The Ca- 
dillacs. You could go to the Apol- 
lo and go down the street and see 
those guys on 125 and 7 Avenue. 
It was like everywhere there was 
a group all around you in your 
neighborhood ... at that time ev- 
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Nes. 
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George Clinton performed to a sold-out show earlier this year at Rams Head Live! 


erybody wanted to be a singer. 


N-L: Did you face any wide- 
spread criticism or doubt when 
P-Funk came out, or were you 
widely praised? 


GC: Well P-Funk was praised, 
but before that, when we were the 
Funkadelics, we were criticized. 
We were too black for white folks 
and too white for black folks. By 
this time, the rhythm-and-blues 
and rock-and-roll had become 
what they called white music. 
Stuff had separated and had be- 
come white music, and people 
didn’t realize that black folks had 


actually made that music ... You 
know, when Public Enemy came 
out, with Chuck D, and how peo- 
ple said it was too black? It was 
almost a carbon copy of how we 
were when we first started ... So 
a lot of our favorites became hip- 
hop. 


N-L: How do you feel about 
the modern hip-hop scene since 
you initially got involved with it 
in the late 80s and early 90s? 


GC: It’s taken over the whole 
industry now. It is the main mu- 
sic around right now. Hip-hop 

CONTINUED ON Pace A10 
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The story of a dysfunctional 
family of misfits, losers and 
dreamers is neither a particu- 
larly original plotline for an indie 
movie, nor a big budget block- 
buster. However, Little Miss Sun- 
shine, where such a family travels 
to California in a broken VW bug 
for their daughter, Olive, to enter 
a children’s beauty pageant, is a 
surprisingly fulfilling film. This 
family, the Hoovers, is comprised 
of the relatively balanced Sheryl 
(Toni Collette), her husband Rich- 
ard (Greg Kinnear), their teenage 
son, Dwayne (Paul Dano) and 
Olive (Abigail Breslin). Also in- 
cluded is Richard’s father, called 
only Grandpa (Alan Arkin) and 
Sheryl’s brother, Frank (Steve 
Carell). 

Like most movies about a 
laughably and almost unbeliev- 
ably dysfunctional family (the 
Royal Tenenbaums comes to mind), 
the characters are marked by 
their individualism, united only 
by their shared lunacy and the in- 
tensity of their respective obses- 
sions. Richard is the high-strung 
father who is trying to enter the 
world of motivational speak- 
ing. Dwayne, fixated by both 
Nietzsche and his unwavering 
desire to be an air force pilot has 


A portrait of the life of a political cartoonist 


Kevin Kallaugher, aka KAL, presents his work in a new exhibit at the Walters Museum on the art of parody and subversion 


By LISA CAREY 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


It’s not very often that you find 
people chuckling as they view 
an art exhibit, but at the Walters’ 
Mightier Than The Sword: The Satir- 
ical Pen of KAL exhibit, they were 
outright laughing. Even less often, 
you find that the gentleman giv- 
ing the tour is the artist himself. 
Kevin Kallaugher, who signs him- 
self as KAL in his drawings, is a 
political cartoonist who works for 
the Economist and until recently, 
the Baltimore Sun. His drawing’s 
also appear in the New York Times, 
the Washington Post, Newsweek 
and many international publica- 
tions. He currently resides in a 
Baltimore suburb and continues 
to draw, wielding his pen against 


injustice in the government. 

KAL calls his artwork, “tough 
love.” It’s his job to point out the 
negative aspects of politics to 
draw people’s attention to them. 
Under his pen, no one is safe. 

The Walters exhibit followed 
KAUs cartoons from the early 
90s and the Clinton adminis- 
tration to the present day Bush 
administration and the War on 
Terror. In his collection are cari- 
catures of Fidel Castro, Michael 
Bloomberg, Richard Nixon, 
Alan Greenspan, Bill Gates, John 
Kerry, Howard Dean, Madeline 
Albright and OJ. Simpson, to 
name a few. KAL estimates that 
in his 27 years as a political car- 
toonist he has drawn over 5,000 
cartoons. His method is, “to start 

wzeveryday with a-blank piece of 


paper and have a drawing by the 
end of the day.” To do this he 
frequents copious news sources, 
his favorite being the Economist. 


“They [the British] have a good, 

unbiased view of the happen- 

ings in America,” he states. 
ConrTINUED ON Pace A10 
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Kal’s cartoons, like the one above, depicts serious events with a touch of humor. 





committed himself to silence un- 
til he becomes one. Olive is a pre- 
cocious little girl with oversized 
glasses, an obsession with beauty 
pageants and an overflowing 
supply of optimism. There is also 
Frank, the recently suicidal broth- 
er and preeminent Proust scholar 
who fell into depression after he 
lost his studly boyfriend and his 
prestigious university position. 
And there’s also the Grandpa, 
perhaps the most hilarious and 
endearing character, who fills the 
role of the coke sniffing, vulgar- 
ity spewing, old man. 

Terrifically acted and refresh- 
ingly underwhelming in its vi- 
suals and narrative, the film is 
both hilarious and surprisingly 
poignant. While the antics that 
ensue on their road trip are most 
likely distant from most people’s 
experiences, Little Miss Sunshine 
gets to the heart of contempo- 
rary American life. It explores 
the beauty and sadness of the 
American dream in a way that 
remains true to the film’s milieu 
and free of triteness. Despite the 
film’s portrayal of America’s ob- 
sessions and ridiculousness, the 
film is not a piece of social criti- 
cism as it is rather sympathetic 
to America’s quixotic nature. 

Perhaps the greatest aspect of 
this film is its love for its char- 
acters. Most movies about the 
eccentric, dysfunctional family 
present one-dimensional char- 
acters and, when they finally do 
develop, it almost always seems 
artificial and contrived. This is 
not the case with Little Miss Sun- 
shine. The movie's recognizable 
love and dedication to its charac- 
ters creates ones that are memo- 
rable and endearing to the audi- 
ence. Little Miss Sunshine is one 
of those rare movies that uplifts 
without being cliché, that makes 
one laugh by being clever, and 
that gets one to think without 
being overbearing or preachy. 


LITTLE MISS 
SUNSHINE 


Starring: Steve Carell, Greg 
Kinnear, Abigail Breslin 


Director: Jonathan Dayton, 
Valerie Faris 

Run Time: 1 hr 31 mins — 
Rating: R © 

Playing at: The Charles 
Theater 
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CONTINUED FROM PacE A9 
Though it appears that KAL has 
had a bias against the Repub- 
licans as of late, he says, “Nah, 
I can’t wait to get my hands on 
the Democrats again!” In fact, 
KALs favorite person to draw 
is Clinton. During the admin- 
istration days, he drew him so 
many times he could do it from 





COURTESY OF THE WALTERS ART MUSEUM 
“The End of Apartheid,” published in the Ba/timore Sun in 1989, illustrates the conflicting forces in apartheid-era South Africa. 


Cartoonist KAL takes on world 


memory, drawing Clinton look- 
ing happy, sleazy, sad or slick, 
as the news warranted. He also 
keeps files of pictures of politi- 
cians and celebrities and lots of 
elephants and donkeys, though 
he freely admits, “Google Images 
has made my work far easier.” 
KAL often draws himself in 
many of his cartoons, which 


Funk legend talks hip-hop 
in an exclusive interview 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE A9 
is around the world. It’s the first 
music that actually brought race 
relations closer together, than 
any other music. People think of 
it as wild or as rowdy and vio- 
lent. It’s not that to me, because 
the concept of dissin’ came from 
playing the dozens, you know, 
where you go at each other and 
talk about each other’s momma, 
and to me that’s what hip-hop is. 
We used to doa record called, let’s 
take it to the stage. The record was 
about all the people we liked, but 
we dissed them. We called James 
Brown “James Clown,” Kool and 
the Gang “Fool and the Gang,” 
Sly and The Family Bricks. So 
‘hip-hop to me is really an issue 
because they’re making words 
that didn’t used to be bad, but all 
of the sudden became bad, like 
bitch, was a female dog when I 
was growing up. That didn’t used 
to be a bad word. And they make 
curse words endearing. And the 
whole deal with the N-word, 


about we can say it but they 
can’t. We can’t stand nothing, we 
couldn’t stand being called negro, 
colored, black, African-American 
and to me that’s because we don't 
like something about ourselves, 
period. So to me, hip-hop’s a 
blessing, because every country 
in the world has their own ghetto, 
and all hip-hop is the ghetto folks 
speaking out and saying all the 
[expletive] you thought you had 
to fight for a word, and all the less 
[expletive] you have to fight for, 
the better off we are. I'd get my 
ass kicked in a lot of places for 
saying that. 


N-L: I was at your last show 
at Rams Head Live! I wanted to 
know what we can expect from 
the upcoming show? 


GC: You never know what's 
going to happen at a show ... 


‘That’s why we've been around so 


long, cause you never can predict 
what we're going to do. 





seems odd in an art where you 
must view people critically and 
objectively, breaking them down 
into their parts, exaggerating 
and emphasizing for effect. 

When asked why, KAL replies, 
“Well, I have the profile for it,” in- 
dicating his prominent nose, “and 
I have to think, who do I draw to 
represent the everyday man? A 
young Caucasian male? That 
certainly doesn’t represent the 
full scope of our country. I want 
to keep my artwork relevant. So 
I draw myself, I'm a pretty every- 
day guy.” As the internet is be- 
coming a more popular source 
for news, paper print sales are 
declining. KAL is taking this in 
stride by adapting his art to the 
new digital media. At the Wal- 
ters, a portion of the exhibit is 
dedicated to showing how KAL 
created a three-dimensional 
Bush caricature that can be oper- 
ated to speak in real time. 

Using controls for indepen- 
dent eyebrow movements, lip 
movements and head tilts, KAL 
is able to bring his Bush model 
to life. And, since it operates in 
real time, people can write in 
questions and have Bush answer 
them, just like a news confer- 
ence. In doing so, KAL keeps 
his biting, witty political com- 
mentary and stays on the cutting 
edge of technology. He added 
that he plans to make models 
for Cheney, Hillary Clinton and 
others. 

The exhibit of KAL’s work at 
the Walters ended on Sunday, 
September 3. Information about 
KAL, his cartoons, and his new 
digital media is available at http//: 
www.kaltoons.com. 
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Peter Bjorn and 
John 

Writer's Block 
Wichita 

June 19, 2006 


Don't be mislead by the ab- 
sence of a comma: Peter Bjorn 
and John are, in fact, Peter, Bjorn 
and John (three people). All hail 
from the tundra of northern 
Sweden, though not a trace of 
permafrost has found its way 
into the trio’s music, which often 
borders on giddy Europop. 

Even when their zeal reaches 
a climax, Peter Bjorn and John 
never cross the oft-breached line 
between genuinely thoughtful 
indie pop and saccharine noth- 
ingness. 

A round of melodious whis- 
tling and fast-paced percussion 
peps up “Young Folks,” while 


Chad VanGaalen 
Skelliconnection 
Sub Pop 

August 22, 2006 


A sophomore album offers a 
musician a second chance to get 
it right. It gives him the ability to 
retain his debut’s strong points 
and still incorporate new ideas 
(and even the occasional im- 
provement). 

With  Skelliconnection, re- 
leased August 22 on Sub Pop, 
Calgary native Chad VanG 
aalen has wholeheartedly wel- 
comed his second record as a 
unique opportunity. 

By no means a failure, his de- 
but, Infiniheart, was a hit-or-miss 
affair. While the effects of “Echo 
Train” and “Blood Machine” lin- 
ger still, minutes-long spans of 
like-sounding songs weakened 
the album’s impact. With Skelli- 
connection, VanGaalen appears to 
have partially remedied the poor 
sequencing of his debut. 

Fewer lulls and more hooks 
mean an engaging listening ex- 
perience. A diversity of sound 
also helps VanGaalen — whose 
vocal stylings easily become 
tired —- maintain an enticing 
amount of novelty. 

On “Mini T.V’s,” for example, 
VanGaalen mashes Dylan-esque 
harmonica and reverberating 
choruses a la the Flaming Lips to 
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the Concretes’ Victoria Bergs- 
man’s vocals lend a refresh- 
ingly honest air. “Amsterdam,” 
successfully juxtaposes the 
catchy melodies and mournful 
vocals. 

One could say that Peter 
Bjorn and John have chosen the 
choicest items on the smorgas- 
bord of their forbears’ music, 
and, in doing so, they’ve re- 
newed the westward wave of 
Swedish goodness only just ar- 
rived on American shores. 

— Ben Kallman 








create a hybrid of “Stuck Inside 
of Mobile” and “Yoshimi Battles 
the Pink Robots.” 

The harmonica makes a 
second appearance on “Dead 
Ends,” the nearest thing to a 
“power ballad” in VanGaalen’s 
repertoire. 

Harmonica-less “Burn 2 Ash” 
is, nevertheless, foot-tappingly 
frantic and quite catchy to boot. 
Wavering, Casio-like percussion 
backs a soaring chorus of sin- 
cerely uttered lyrics (“I would 
hope for true love / Not a pair 
handcuffs”). 

Still, not every track has the 
luck of the harmonica. The lyr- 
ics on “Gubbbish” are repeti- 
tive, and VanGaalen’s voice be- 
comes grating when sung over 
the same guitar chord, plucked 
Over and over again. 

Nevertheless the album’s 
flow is not as frequently inter- 
rupted as on Infiniheart, and 
VanGaalen seems newly recep- 
tive to the benefits of variety. 

—Ben Kallman 
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Men’s lacrosse season ends against SU Field hockey 


The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


“So close, yet so far.” 

These words haunted the 
Blue Jay men’s lacrosse team all 
year during its 2006 campaign, 
and there could not have been 
more apt a description for the 
squad’s season-ending loss to 
rival Syracuse by a score of 13- 
12 on May 20. Trailing by four 
goals late into the fourth quarter 
in front of a raucous crowd of 
over eight thousand people, the 
Jays appeared unflappable, espe- 
cially after notching three goals 
within a minute and six seconds 
at the 3:11 mark. Nevertheless, 
this comeback was not meant to 
be for JHU. Due in large part to 
some sloppy handling of the ball 
in enemy territory and an obvi- 
ous difficulty with crunch-time 
clearing, the Jays didn’t score 
their 12th point until the clock 
ticked down to a measly six re- 
maining seconds. Sophomore 
midfielder Paul Rabil’s 25th goal 
of the season was the last one for 
Johns Hopkins’ season in 2006. 

Given that the Jays finished up 
this year with a 9-5 record, the 
loss was heartbreaking, especial- 
ly for those departing seniors. The 
most valuable member of the 2006 
team leaving the Blue Jay con- 
tingent, senior midfielder Greg 
Peyser, was named to the 2005 
NCAA All-Tournament Team 
during their run for the national 
title. Despite the loss of Peyser, 
the team will be returning all of 

its starters, which will bode well 
for the fans’ championship aspi- 
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Senior defenseman Matt Pinto applies the pressure to his opponent during a close 13-12 loss against their rivals, Syracuse. 


rations in 2007. After falling to a 
5-4 record following the defeat to 
Maryland at Homewood Field, 
the Jays reeled off four solid wins 
against formidable teams, the last 
of which was against Penn State, 
to catapult the Jays into the quar- 
terfinals of the NCAA Playoffs. 
There is certainly plenty to 
look forward to as the Jays start 
practicing for the 2007 season this 
September. After the departure 
of Associate Head Coach Seth 
Tierney to Hofstra University, 
Head Coach Dave Pietramala’s 
coaching staff underwent some 


major changes during the sum- 
mer months. Bill Dwan, a former 
assistant to Pietramala for the 
past six years, was promoted to 
replace Tierney’s spot, while Bob- 
by Benson, a former player for 
the Jays back in the early 1990s, 
was assigned to take over the of- 
fensive and assistant coaching 
duties. When asked about how 
he felt about promoting a tireless 
worker like Dwan and a student 
of the game like Benson, Pietra- 
mala didn’t hold back his appre- 
ciation for the two men. 

“The promotion of Bill Dwan 


Football | stung by Yellowjackets’ delense 


‘SHIV CANDHI/NEWS- LETTER 
Senior quarterback Shane Kibbe struggles to find 
an open receiver during the team’s 20-10 loss. 





By ZACH GOODMAN 
The Johns Hopkins 
News-Letter 


After garnering every 
possible first-place vote 
in the Centennial Confer- 
ence preseason poll, Hop- 
kins football found that 
the 2006 season won't be 
a cakewalk. In a hard- 
fought match-up, the Jays 
dropped their season 
opener to Rochester, 20- 
10. The win is Rochester's 
first against Hopkins in 
the teams’ six-game his- 
tory. 

The Yellowjackets hit 
the scoreboard first with 
14:10 remaining in the 
second quarter. Roches- 
ter senior quarterback 
Aaron Molsani found 


junior receiver J.J. Vanderstyne 
for a 28-yard touchdown pass, 
connecting for the only score 
of the first half. The Blue Jay 
defense — the key to Hopkins’ 
success over the past four years 
— was on display for the half, 
foiling several Rochester scor- 
ing opportunities. 

Rochester twice had_ first- 
half drives starting inside the 
Blue Jay 40-yard line, but both 
times were relegated to punting. 

Senior defensive end Brian 
Cook exemplified Hopkins’ 
prolonged defensive _ excel- 
lence, assisting in half a sack 
to give him 21 sacks for his 
career and tying him with 
the Hopkins all-time career 
record. The defensive front, 
pummeling the Rochester of- 
fense with six solo tackles plus 
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to Associate Head Lacrosse Coach 
is something we were very excited 
to do,” Pietramala said to hopkins- 
sports.com. “And we're thrilled to 
welcome Bobby Benson home.” 

With the coaching staff already 
set and ready to roll, the incoming 
freshmen class is the only vari- 
able left for the team as the long 
off-season of lifting and running 
begins. Certainly next season's 
sophomore class will be dressed 
to impress, especially considering 
the performance of the class of 
2009 during the ‘06 season. Mid- 
fielder Brian Christopher, defen- 
seman Matt Drenan and attacker 
Tom Duerr are certainly going to 
be a fearsome threesome for the 
Jays this upcoming season. 

The youth movement, with- 
out a doubt, was a crucial factor 
to the squad’s late-season win- 
ning spurt, but you can’t forget 
about those upperclassmen who 
helped immensely last year and 
will be the largest contributors 
to the team come next season. Ju- 
nior goalkeeper Jesse Schwartz- 
man, sophomore attacker Kevin 
Huntley, junior attacker Drew 
Dabrowski and Rabil are all 
potential first-team All-Ameri- 
cans for the 2007 season, and 
could bring a title trophy back to 
Homewood if all goes according 
to Pietramala’s plan. 

“I had faith in last year’s team 
just as I have faith in this year’s 
team,” Pietramala said to hop- 
kinssports.com. “It’s all about put- 
ting the work in now and play- 
ing your hardest when the time 
comes.” And hopefully for Jays 
fans everywhere, that time will 
eventually come again. 





5 splits Season- 
opening two 


| contests 


By DREW LEFKOF 


| The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


Stand within hearing range 
of Homewood Field during field 
hockey practice and your ear will 
likely catch every imaginable 
quote from a slew of Will Ferrell 


| movies. Sophomore forward Ka- 


tie Wong explains that whenever 
someone messes up a drill, the 
entire team chants in unison, ala 
Molly Shannon in the 1999 film 
Superstar, “You're horrible.” 

Keep listening and you might 
hear a reference from the team 
favorite, Anchorman: The Legend 
of Ron Burgandy, during running 
drills. Wong said Ferrell’s “It’s 
either yogging or jogging” line 
remains a common utterance on 
the practice field. 

The Blue Jays are great at quot- 
ing Will Ferrell, but they’re pretty 
good at field hockey too. This past 
Monday at Homewood Field, the 
Jays downed Frostburg State 6- 
0 on goals from Wong and five 
others. The win came a day after 
Hopkins lost a 5-4 heartbreaker 
to SUNY Cortland, in which the 
Red Dragons took a lead with less 
than ten minutes to play. 

“Every loss feels bad. The 
locker room was real quiet after 
the [SUNY Cortland] game. We 
didn’t play great on defense, as 
we looked real disorganized out 
there,” Wong said. “But we got 
rid of the bad feelings the next 
day and it felt great to play a sol- 
id defensive game.” 

The improved defense paved 
the way for a Blue Jay offensive 
takeover. Sophomore forward 
Emily Miller has been the big- 
gest surprise for the Hopkins 
offense, notching a career-high 
eight points in two games. Mill- 
er’s phenomenal efforts have 
not gone unnoticed as she was 
awarded the Centennial Confer- 
ence Player of the Week on Tues- 
day, Sept. 5. During the SUNY 
Cortland game, Miller single- 
handedly carried the team, scor- 
ing once and assisting the three 
other goals the Jays scored that 
evening. Shockingly enough, 
her eight points this season al- 
ready match her total from last 
year. 

Other than enjoying the 
standout performance of her 
friend Miller, Wong said that she 
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three assists, including one half- 
sack, which was part of his two 
tackles for losses. 

Unfortunately for  Hop- 
kins, it was the Rochester de- 
fense that stopped the Blue Jay 
assault when it mattered most. 
The Jays failed to cross into Roch- 
ester territory until the second 
quarter and did not even get on 
the scoreboard until a third-quar- 
ter field goal. Even though junior 
running back Phil Roberts had a 
career day with a 157-yard perfor- 
mance and the Jay’s team offense 
eclipsed Rochester's total yardage 
by a margin of 342 to 315, it wasn’t 
enough to put the Jays over the 
top in a game characterized by 
missed opportunities. 

When the Yellowjackets 
missed the extra point after their 
second-quarter touchdown, the 
Jays had an opportunity to take 
the lead with a single score. 
Marching down the field dur- 
ing their second possession of 
the quarter, it looked as if they 
were going to do just that. Led 
by Roberts, who earned 34 of his 
157 yards on the drive, the Jays 
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Roberts runs for career-high 157 


charged all the way down to 
Rochester’s two-yard line. “It’s 
been a while since I got an op- 
portunity to carry the ball like 
that, so I took advantage of the 
moment and ran with it,” said 
Roberts. But a 4th-and-1 run by 
sophomore quarterback Adam 
Waddell ended in a fumble, 
dashing the Blue Jays’ hopes of 
getting on the board before the 
end of the first half. 

Even after spoiling most of 
their previous opportunities, the 
relentless Jays managed to climb 
back during a busy fourth quar- 
ter. A Rochester touchdown put 
the Jackets up 13-3, but Hopkins 
answered with one of their own. 
Senior quarterback Shane Kibbe 
found senior receiver Mark Nes- 
bitt for a 14-yard touchdown pass. 
With plenty of time remaining 
in the game, senior place kicker 
Ben Scott comfortably split the 
uprights to bring the Jays again 
within three. 

After forcing Rochester to 
punt on their next possession, 
the Jays again took charge. Rob- 
erts penetrated the Rochester 
defense to the tune of a 40-yard 


run. A 16-yard pass from Kibbe | 
to senior wide receiver Evan Ear- | 


nest put the Jays within striking 
distance, at the Rochester 23. 


But then, the drive unraveled. | | 


A Roberts run for a gain of one 


and a ensuing sack of Kibbe fora | | 


seven-yard loss put Hopkins at 


the Yellowjacket 29-yard line for | | 


a difficult 3rd-and-16 play. Roch- 


ester sophomore defensive back | 


Matt Stack saw his opportunity 


and nabbed a lackluster Kibbe | 


pass, taking the interception to 
the house for a jaw-dropping 80- 
yard touchdown, with just over 
two minutes left to play. The 
extra point closed all scoring at 
20-10, as the Jays could not mus- 
ter enough strength to overcome 
such a formidable deficit. 

The Jays’ 0-1 start drops them 
to a still impressive 36-9 over the 
past four years. The Jays are the 
odds-on favorite to reclaim the 
Centennial Conference title, as 
they have for the past four years. 
Hopkins returns to action next 
Saturday, Sept. 9, against Ran- 
dolph-Macon. They will begin 
conference play against Dickinson 
at home on Saturday, Sept. 30. 
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The Jays are off to a mediocre start for this 2006 season going 1-1 this past week 


Miller, Wong lead Blue 


Jays to Frostburg win 


CONTINUED FROM Pace A11 
likes the increased communica- 
tion heard on the field during 
defensive stands, which permits 
the Jays to create more stops and 
interceptions. 

“We talk a lot more and we 
don’t hesitate to be critical to one 
another,” she said. “We all want 


Volleyball upsets Randolph-Macon at ASICS/Hopkins Invite 


By JOHN MONAGAN 


The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


Commencing their 2006 sea- 
son campaign with five games in 
two days at the ASICS/Hopkins 
Invitational, the Johns Hopkins 
women’s volleyball team has so 
far been almost unbearably busy. 
Playing at Homewood last Friday 
and Saturday, the girls are unde- 
niably getting their fill of tough 
competition as well as some valu- 
able experience early and often 
during the tournament. 

The Blue Jays were successful 
in opening their season, going 3- 
2, however those two losses were 
to tournament champion and 
perennial powerhouse, Mary- 
mount. The Blue Jays utilized the 
contributions made by freshmen 
and seniors alike to secure their 
three victories. The most notable 
performance came from senior 
Lizzie Kay, but the Jays also re- 
ceived excellent efforts from 
sophomore Amanda Lewis and 
freshman Allison Cappelaera, 
both of whom were named to the 
all-tournament team. 

Coach Scott Pennewill saw 
many problems in his team’s effort 
over the weekend, however in the 
same breath, he also praised the 
efforts of a few individual perfor- 
mances. “We certainly struggled 


offensively,” he said. “But Allie 
[Cappelaera] and Amanda [Lew- 
is] played really well.” 

The team’s chances at suc- 
cess this year will hinge on its 
ability to replace departed stars 
Katie O'Callaghan and Jen Hajj, 
who combined for an estimated 
800 kills last season. Pennewill 
believes _ the 
answer to this 





straight games (30-23, 30-26, 30- 
22). Cappelaera had a great start 
for the team, scoring three aces. 
Fijalkowski added seven kills, 
Kay had 12 digs and Lewis hit 28 
assists. 

The Blue Jays came back on 
Saturday determined to fare bet- 
ter than their 1-1 record on Friday. 

The | women 





will come from 





took a step in 
the right direc- 


Cappelaera, We played our best tion, routing 
junior Natalia and our worst ina their first oppo- 
Fijalkowski or nent of the day 
senior Amy two-day Span. FDU-Florham 
Green, and all 3-0 (30-16, 30- 
have already ~ JUNIOR Outsibe Hir- 26, 32-30). 
stepped up. TER NATALIA FIJALKOWSKI = In._—their 
The team semi-final 
opened _ their match, with 
season last Fri- whatPennewill 


day with a match against feared 
Marymount and looked intimi- 
dated from start to finish. The 
Marymount Saints, the eventual 
tournament champions, looked 
strong in their opening match, 
defeating the Blue Jays 3-1 (26- 
30, 30-28, 30-28, 30-25). Kay had 
24 digs and junior Fijalkowski 
had 14 kills for Hopkins. 

In their second match of 
the day, the Blue Jays were pit- 
ted against Mt. Aloysius. Hop- 
kins had no problem against 
the Mounties, winning three 


called the “best volleyball he has 
seen from his team in a while,” 
the Blue Jays defeated the highly 
touted Randolph-Macon team 3- 
0 (30-21, 30-18, 30-24). Lewis led 
the team with 42 assists and se- 
nior Amy Green chipped in with 
nine kills. 

In the finals, Hopkins was 
faced with a rematch of their ear- 
lier disappointing match-up. The 
Saints came calling again, in full 
force and the doubled-over Blue 
Jays failed to overcome Mary- 
mount’s intensity. The Blue Jays 


fell by the same deficit, 3-1 (32- 
30, 16-30, 32-30, 33-31). Cappala- 
rea had 12 kills and 16 digs for 
the Blue Jays, who also received 
strong efforts from Kay (38 digs) 
and Lewis (53 assists). 

“What we saw in this tourna- 
ment was what we expected,” 
said Pennewill. “We need to work 
offensively, and we need to find 
out who will fill the big shoes.” 

Fijalkowski saw much of 
the same in the team’s first few 
games. “We played our best and 
our worst in a two-day span,” the 
junior said. Fijalkowski credited 
the tough second loss against 
Marymount to the team’s mental 
state following their big victory. 
Believing they could simply play 
against the Saints and win, the 
Blue Jays fell in the finals due to 
overconfidence. 

Early in the season, these 


types of mental lapses are com-- 


mon, especially with a team 
still looking to congeal into a 
cohesive unit. Once these kinks 
are worked out — and captains 
Kay and senior Adri Eisen have 
the ability to be the leaders this 
team will need — the Blue Jays 
will not be a team to take lightly 
in the Centennial Conference. 

The Blue Jays play next week- 
end in the Battlefield Classic at 
Gettysburg College. 





the same thing and I appreci- 
ate being critiqued because my 
teammates are only helping me 
out. We want the best for each 
other.” 

Wong credits the team’s ten- 
day tour of Europe for creating a 
greater bond among the return- 
ing players, which facilitated 
the necessary on-field commu- 
nication. The 16-woman roster 
played friendly matches against 
top club teams in Vienna, Prague 
and other central European loca- 
tions. 

“The top notch competition 
enabled us to work on creating 
crisper passing patterns and 
faster ball movement, which 
should benefit us when we hit 
good competition in the regular 
and post seasons,” Wong said. 

In addition to improving 
bonds on the field, Wong said 
that post-match barbeques and 
their excursions into Vienna 
and Prague remained trip high- 
lights. 

“After playing a match, we 
would have a cookout with the 
other team, which made for a 
good experience,” she said. “But 
of course, the shopping was eas- 
ily the best part, along with tour- 
ing the city and the museums. 
We took way too many photos 
and of course there were plenty 
of movies to watch.” 

Wong said that the team’s 
collective love for movies flour- 
ished during late night hotel 
room screenings. She explained 
how senior Jamie Zubrow re- 
cently began hosting team par- 
ties for every new episode of 
HBO's Entourage. “A lot of the 
girls get hyped up for Entourage, 
but I don’t see what's so great 
about it.” 

Hopefully the team can come 
together and be as close as the 
entourage they watch on TV, 
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friend posts some of those “shitshow” 
pics from last night. It’s all good; you stalk 
me, I stalk you. 


FAS 

The Foreign Affairs Symposium used 
to be a kinda lame speakers’ forum. Re- 
cently however, the staff kicked it up 











~ SHIV GANDHI/NEWS-LETTER 
Thomas Quinn spoke on one of the Foreign Affairs 
Symposium’s signature expert panels last year. 


a notch and actually got some decent 
guests. Enjoy! 


Fiji 

Once upon a time we had a frater- 
nity that had letters. Then one day they 
lost those letters and were renamed Fiji. 
That is the best explanation available 
right now. They have pretty cool parties 
though, check ‘em out. 


HAC Lab 

Where the nerds go to hack into the 
JHU computer system to change their 
grades. Well, no, but they would if they 
could. It’s the Homewood Academic 
Computing Lab, open 24/7 for those late 
nights. 


Hop Cops 

Also known as those rent-a-cops that 
bust up your parties. Oh well, at least they 
keep us safe too. Sometimes. 


HopStop 

You know how most colleges have 
a fun place for students to hang out? 
Sometimes it’s called a student union? 
Well Hopkins doesn’t have that, we 
have the HopStop. Located in Levering 
Hall, it’s usually empty except for when 
StuCo throws super-cool on campus 
parties. 


The Hut 

Also known as the The Albert D. Hut- 
zler Undergraduate Library. You should 
feel very special to be at a place that can 
appreciate the late night study session. 
The Hut is open 24/7 for your cramming 





convenience, and located in Gilman. 


IFP 

Introduction to Fiction and Poetry, a 
required class for all Writing Seminars 
majors. Fun if you're an engineer. Not. 


IR 

If when you tell people you go to Hop- 
kins and they don’t ask if you're pre-med, 
they will ask if you are an International 
Relations major, or IR. It’s the cool major. 


Lax 

Since our football team isn’t so hot, we 
have our homecoming in the spring to 
celebrate our Division 1 lacrosse team, or 
Lax. 


MCAT 

It’s the coolest bar around! That would 
be cool, but really it’s the med school en- 
trance exam, and a word many JHU stu- 
dents will become familiar with over the 
next four years. 


MICA 

Maryland Institute, College of Art. 
Basically, where all the creative kids 
are. If you think you might be a little 
crafty, Hopkins students can take class- 
es there. 


MPC 

Perhaps the most beloved govern- 
ment official near the Homewood Cam- 
pus is our City Councilwoman, Mary Pat 
Clarke. She is out there every day and 
night, ready to send the vice squad to 
break up that annoying 
party next door at the 
behest of any crabby 
neighbor. 


MSE 

Milton S. Eisenhow- 
er, the man who was 
president of Hopkins 
while his lesser known 
brother was running 
the country. It is both 
the library (MSEL) and 
the annual speakers fo- 
rum held in the fall. Go 
Milton! 


Natty Bo’ 

Known as Natural 
Bohemian beer to the 
masses, this bever- 
age is ubiquitous at all 
Hopkins parties. It’s 
dirt cheap, goes down 
smooth, and tends to 
get young co-eds pretty 
wasted. 





The News-Letter 

The paper you're 
holding Winner of 
many awards, loser of 
many friends. Especial- 
ly MPC (see above). 
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Orgo 
Organic Chemistry. It will spank you. 
Probably twice. 





Peabody 

Hopkins’s music conservatory in Mt. 
Vernon. Again, where the artsy/cool kids 
go to school. 


PJ's 

It’s like a fraternity house party, but 
they care if you're 21. Currently wedged 
between Charles commons and The 
Charles Apartments, PJ's is the watering 
hole for lax players and other awesome 


people. 


Rape Steps 

Well, we all know Baltimore is the 
place to get raped, so we have some 
steps that are supposed to keep that 
from happening. But they only protect 
girls. Rumor has it that the steps next to 
the Beach circle are fit to a girl’s stride 
to help her escape a rapist. Yay! College 
is fun! 


SAC 

Student Activities Commission, the 
body that distributes funds among cam- 
pus groups. But if you are bad they will 
hold back your money and you will end 
up paying for every last streamer for your 
club out of pocket. 


Schnapp Shop 

When you want some drinkies but 
none of the bars will accept your ID, head 
to Schnapp’s for some extra-sketchy fun. 
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Sketchy 
Everything in Baltimore is sketchy, in- 
cluding you. Welcome. 


Spring Fair 

Every spring Homewood Campus is 
transformed into a land of happy people, 
full of rides and food booths and no stress 
whatsoever. It’s a miracle and it’s only a 
weekend long. 


StuCo 

The Student Council has finally got 
their act together and we can expect them 
to show some relevance in the years to 
come. Maybe they'll finally make good 
on those promises to make a pool of 
candy. 


Uni-Mini 

University Mini-Mart, our beloved 24- 
hour convenience store on the corner of 
33rd and Saint Paul Street, with the best 
greasy sandwiches ever, was demolished. 
Supposedly it’s coming back soon. We'll 
keep you posted. 


WaWa 

OK, this is going to get complicated. It 
is the Alpha Delta Phi fraternity. It used 
to be located above Uni-Mini, which used 
to be a WaWa store. Now it is on Charles 
Street and Uni-Mini is MIA. 


WJHU 

Hey, so you know how some colleges 
have awesome radio stations? Ours used 
to be like that but now it’s online and has 
a much smaller audience. 
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For a cheap burger and great drink specials, head to PJ's. Located close to campus, this pub is a traditional Hopkins’ hangout. 
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Study by day, work by night: find a job on or off campus 


By WILLIAM PARSCHALK 


College is no hiding place from that age- 
old dilemma: money. Bringing home the 
bacon becomes much more important for 
many students when money for all the lit- 
tle things, like books and school supplies, 
come out of their own pocket. Fear not, 
however, for moneymaking opportunities 
abound here on the Homewood campus, 
as well as off it in the surrounding area. 

When considering working, keep in 
mind the limitations of your schedule, 
given the amount of classes you are tak- 
ing and the clubs you wish to dedicate 
your time to. 

Freshman year is not always the easi- 
est time to find a job, with so much transi- 
tion and change occurring in a student’s 
life, but it isn’t impossible, and there are 
many options out there. Some jobs may 
demand a rigid schedule of six to nine 
hours a week, while other gigs will pay 
for one hour of your time and never need 
your services again. 

The first place to check out is the Of- 
fice of Student Employment. Located in 
the basement of Garland Hall, they pro- 
vide multiple means for making money 
on-campus. Their Web site, http://www. 
jhu.edu/stujob, hosts a database of student 





job offers, and allows you to apply online. 
This Friday, September 8, they will host a 
Job Fair in the Athletic Center, featuring 
representatives from various on-campus 
and off-campus groups. 

The Office of Student Employment is 
also the best option if you are interested 
in Federal Work Study. Work Study is a 
government-sponsored program to assist 
with financial aid, and most jobs offered 
through student employment at Home- 
wood offer Work Study if you qualify. 


employment, all it takes to find a job is sim- 
ply keeping on the lookout. Many groups 
will post their information on the various 
billboards located across campus, such as 


in the Gilman tunnel. This is a good way to | 
find one-time gigs, often jobs paying eight | 


to ten dollars for an hour of su rvey and re- 
search participation. If you are on a strict 


class schedule and don’t have much time | 
for a regular part-time job, this is an easy | 


way to make a couple of bucks. 
Certain jobs are more popular with 


students than others. MSE library has a | 


lot of jobs for students, and offers a variety 
of positions with different schedule de- 
mands. The HAC Lab, located in Kreiger, 
is another on-campus service that is gen- 
erally run by student staff. 





Centralized Showing System 








Experienced, Super 


Friendly CSRs Needed 


NO SALES - NO TELEMARKETING 
schedule Appts for Real Estate Agents 


Owings Mills Location 


$9.50-$10.50 based on Experience. 


FT & PT Avail. 2 year college preferred, but not required 


Call Gwen 410-702-9252 or email resume to mdhr@showings.com 





The Digital Media Center, located in the 
Mattin Center, offers jobs for students pro- 
ficient in multimedia software and hard- 
ware, such as audio, video and 2-d design. 

Monitor jobs are also fairly popular, 
and are not so demanding, allowing for 


By JAMES FREEDMAN 


No matter your religion, opportunities 
abound to interact with members of the 
same faith, or to take part in religious ser- 
vices or other events. 

For the more adventurous, you'll be able 
to learn about other religions as well. 

While Homewood doesn’t seem to be 
surrounded by churches, temples and 
mosques, there are services held regular- 
ly at several nearby locations. 


Interfaith Center 

The Bunting-Meyerhoff Interfaith and 
Community Service Center is one of the 
most comprehensive religiously oriented 
buildings near campus. 

Located on N. Charles Street — right 
across from the AMRs — the Center serves 
as a meeting place for 20 different religious 
organizations, including Catholic, Bud- 
dhist, Islam and Jewish, to name a few. 

The Center is headed by the univeristy’s 
chaplain, Sharon Kugler, who has held the 
position since 1993. Many daily or weekly 
services are scheduled on the Center’s Web 
site, located at http://www.jhu.edu/~chaplain. 


Religious Groups on Campus 
Interested in studying the Bible in a 
comfortable setting? Then consider taking 


some students to have time to do home- 
work and study while they work. Other 
students find enjoyable positions with 
the Athletic Center, which, like many on- 
campus jobs, generally does not demand 
much from the student. 





feligion 101: finding some 


Other than getting help from student | 


faith on Homewood Campus 


part in weekly dorm bible study groups, 
organized by the Hopkins Christian Fel- 
lowship. Along with these study sessions, 
the group hosts fellowship-wide gather- 
ings in Mergenthaler 111 at 8 p.m. each 
Wednesday evening. 

There is also the Johns Hopkins Univer- 
sity Hillel, headquartered in the Smokler 
Center for Jewish Life, at 3109 N. Charles 
Street. The Smokler Center hosts services 
daily, as well as other events. Information 
about Jewish life on campus and other 
Smokler Center events is posted at http:// 
www.hopkinshillel.org. 

The Johns Hopkins University Mus- 
lim Association hosts a variety of events 
throughout the year. Information can be 
found at http://www.jhu.edu/jhuma. 


Local Churches 

There are several churches within walk- 
ing distance, if the Interfaith Center isn’t 
for you. Plenty of religious groups also 
have meeting places near the campus. 

The groups represented range from 
African Methodist Episcopal to Baha’i, 
Society of Friends to Mormon, Sikhism to 
Unitarian. 

Most likely, no matter your religion, 
you can find a place to meet and worship 
with those of the same faith. Visit the JHU 
Chaplain’s Web site for details. 





Berlin Consortium of German Studies 
at the Freie Universitat; 
Guidance in finding internships in 
Germany; 
| The German Club, Filmabend, Peer 
Mentors, Stammtisch & more. 


http://web.jhu.edu/german 





Course cancelled? Looking for something new & challenging? Want personal 
attention and guidance? Check out German@Hopkins! 


| Language instruction from beginning to 

| advanced; 

| Seminars on literature, culture and the 

H history of thought; 

| Premiere study abroad program in Berlin 





Get started this semester 
German Elements (4.5) 091.101 
MTW: 9am; 10am; 11am; 12pm 


Already know some German? 
Intermediate German (3.5) 091.201 
MTW: 10am; 11am; 12pm 





Advanced German (3 091.301 
MTW: 11am; Hed 


Visit German@Hopkins: Gilman 239 
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Staying sale and sound on the mean streets of Baltimore 


By ZACHARY GOODMAN 


A lot of people say to me, “Baltimore 
seems like it can be a lot of fun, but how 
do you keep safe?” I nod knowingly. Then 
[punch them in the face, take their money 
and run. They just learned the first lesson 
of Baltimore safety: trust no one. 

Okay, I’m exaggerating. When I say 
“rust no one,” I mean “you can trust 
some people.” And when I say “a lot of 
people say to me,” I mean “nobody talks 
to me and I don’t have any friends.” Prob- 
ably a result of punching so many people 
in the face. 

Safety is a serious concern, especially 
living in a city. Crime is a real problem, 
and it’s too easy to forget that it can hap- 
pen to you. But by the same token, it’s 
easy to get carried away with security 
measures and forget that life in Baltimore 
- like anything — is a calculated risk that 
can be enjoyed with a few precautions 
and a little common sense. 

One great way to keep safe is to relin- 
quish all material belongings and take 
up an ascetic lifestyle in a monastery. But 
for those who don’t have the guts to go 
through with it, here are some useful tips 
to start the Car of Knowledge and get on 
the road to Safetyville. 


Travel in Groups 

Here’s a scenario: You're alone in a 
dark alley after a night at Charles Village 
Pub. You're just minding your own busi- 
ness, walking back to the dorms, and all 
of asudden, you get mugged. 

This could happen to anyone. Now I 
bet you're ready to take your safety a little 
more seriously. 

Criminals, like sasquatches, are in- 
timidated by large groups. If you're walk- 
ing anywhere at night, just drag a friend 
or eight along with you. Your friends are 
probably just studying BioChem or watch- 
ing pirated episodes of Family Guy any- 
way, so it’s like doing everyone a favor. 

Remember - there’s safety in numbers. 
So make sure to bring along your calcu- 
lator on any dangerous, late-night excur- 
sions. 


Utilize the Security Escort Van 

The most important thing to know 
about the security escort van is that the 
word “escort” is extremely misleading. 

Don’t make the same seven mistakes 
I did. I'll tell you now what this mysteri- 
Ous service is now, so there’s no confusion 
later. 

If you want to get somewhere within 
a mile radius of campus, just punch the 
magic numbers (410) 516-8700 into your 
telephone and tell the voice at the other 
end where you are and where you want to 
go. Within minutes a friendly blue “robot” 
(often referred to as a van) will arrive, en- 
gulf you in its robot mouth and spit you 
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out at your desired destination. 

The “robots” are awake seven days a 
week from 5 p-m. to 3 a.m., with extra “ro- 
bots” provided by the Yellow Bus Com- 
pany on weekends from 8 p.m. to 4 a.m. 

There are also fixed-route “robots” 
that stop around campus and go to fun 
places like supermarkets. Check wwvw.jhu. 
edu/~security for more details like routes 
and times. 

There’s no reason not to use this ser- 
vice. It’s usually fast, effective and pro- 
vided to keep you safe. No one should be 
walking around alone at night when these 
“robots” are constantly at the ready. 


Get to Know the Area 

I'd like to return to the mugging sce- 
nario, only.this time you're frolicking on 
or around campus. Security officers are 
in or in front of all the dorms, and build- 
ings like Gilman are staffed 24 hours a 
day. But if you’re not near any of these 
and you see a lamppost with a button 
on the bottom and a big blue light at the 
top, that is your beacon to safety. If you 
ever feel like you're in trouble on cam- 
pus, press the button and security per- 
sonnel will attend to you immediately. 
But be sure your definition of “trouble” 
matches theirs. They showed shockingly 
little concern when a raccoon stole my 
Hot Pocket. ' 

If you're not on-campus, find out 
what stores or other buildings are open 





24 hours a day. I 
live near a 7-11, so 
safety is as easy 
as eating a deli- 
cious, food-poi- 
soned hot dog. 
Take Care of 
Valuables 

Don't walk 
around in your 
solid gold suit of 
armor. It’s tempt- 
ing, yes, but un- 





safe. Also keep 
exposed jewelry eis 
and electronics [- “mc z A 
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like your iPod to 
a minimum. Don’t 
keep your wallet 
in your back pocket, where it’s an easier 
target for pickpockets and general butt 
grabbers. Use an ATM that’s in a well-lit 
building, instead of a public one. And use 
an actual machine, not some guy who of- 
fers you five dollars and half a sandwich 
in exchange for your credit card informa- 
tion. 


If You're In Trouble... 

Don’t bea hero, especially if you're only 
going to appear heroic to the contents of 
your wallet. If you're being mugged, give 
the mugger what (s)he wants and call the 
police or campus security (410-516-7777, 
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Security Escort Vans are ready to shuttle students in and around Charles Village. 


for emergencies) after you're in a safe 
place. Nothing is worth more than your 
life. 


Relax, too. Appearing cool and con- 
fident is a great way to avoid crime, as 
well as a great way to avoid looking like 
a loser in front of that girl/guy/robot you 
like. 

If you keep your wits about you, 
there’s nothing unsafe about walking to 
the train station during the day or enjoy- 
ing all Baltimore has to offer. So welcome 
to Safetyville! Don’t get punched in the 
face. 





Meet the Big Dogs: Hopkins administrators 





Provost Steven Knapp 

x6-8070 

steven.knapp@jhu.edu 

and quality of all academic programs of the 


Hopkins schools. 







x6-8382 











falk@jhu.edu 





Provost Knapp is responsible for the performance 


University and coordinates the work of the eight 


Vice Provost and Dean of Undergraduate 
Education Paula Burger 


ppburger@jhu.edu ° 
Vice Provost Burger oversees Homewood Student Affairs. < 


Dean Falk is responsible for overseeing the 
Krieger school, specifically dealing with 
faculty resources and diversity. 


x6-8068 
wrbrody@jhu.edu 


matters to the board. 
















Dean Nicholas Dean Susan 
Jones Boswell 
x6-4050 x6-8208 
npjones@jhu.edu sboswell@jhu.edu 


Dean Jones is the 
Whiting school Dean. academic services. 


President William Brody 


President Brody is in charge of all University affairs. 
He is also responsible for fundraising and reporting 


Director Edmund Skrodski 
x6-4600 

eskrodzki@jhu.edu 

Security Director Skrodski oversees 
the Hopkins security department. 












Dean Boswell runs. non- 
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Competitiveness at Hopkins: 


By RAVI GUPTA 


Fact: While sitting for a particularly 
challenging exam in physics, you com- 
fort yourself with the thought that there 
is nO way anyone was going to do well 
on this. 

“The curve is my friend,” you repeat. 
But to your horror the next day, the pro- 
fessor announces that he is pleased that 
nearly 30 students performed gloriously 
on the exam — and five managed perfect 
papers. “How typical,” you think, rolling 
your eyes and sipping your morning cap- 
puccino. Life goes on. 

Fiction: While absentmindedly enjoy- 
ing an innocent conversation witha friend 
in lab, your academic archenemy, twid- 
dling his thumbs with an evil smile, seiz- 
es the opportunity to make a few changes 
here and there in your lab book. The next 
day your report is returned, now adorned 
with a large red “F,” as the TA shakes her 
head reproachfully, whispering, “a 1000 
percent error?!” Staring dumbstruck at 
your paper, you hear a few cackles from 
behind. 

In reality, the test room at Johns Hop- 
kins is not a battlefield. While a handful 
of students might seem to think so, these 
students exist at many competitive colleg- 
es but by no means shape the collective 
atmosphere on campus. Beyond being an 
intellectual challenge, Hopkins is an op- 
portunity for you to evolve in so many 
respects. 

Here you will encounter students with 
a large diversity of interests and achieve- 
ments, intellectuals with a passionate cu- 
riosity of world around them. You will 
find students who are self-driven and 
have a yearning to prove themselves. But 
you will rarely meet students who will- 
ingly sacrifice their well-being and sanity 
in the name of academic competition — a 
stigma that Hopkins has often been cred- 
ited with. 

Most students are able to find a pleas- 
ant balance between work and play, 
academics and extracurricular activi- 
ties. Students at Hopkins are involved 
in hundreds of different pursuits out- 
side of their studies — ranging from per- 
forming arts, athletics, Greek life and 
political action groups to cultural and 
religious organizations, student gov- 
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ernment and volunteer service. If you 
have your own unique interest and idea 
for a campus group, you can even orga- 
nize your own. This is essentially what 
drives the unique vibrancy of the cam- 
pus community. 

“My freshman year was definitely a 
blur of having fun, studying and stay- 
ing up late — but I found the ‘cutthroat’ 
reputation Hopkins supposedly carries 
to be completely untrue. Because my 
friends and I were all in classes togeth- 
er, working together and studying in 
groups was a major help, and, although 
everyone is diligent, never did I feel 
any overzealous competition amongst 
my classmates,” said sophomore Sonia 
Sarkar, who is double-majoring in pub- 
lic health studies and International Re- 
lations. 

“Hopkins students are amazingly well- 
rounded — that’s what makes them such a 
pleasure to meet. Everyone has their own 
niche, whether it be HERO or writing for 
a literary magazine, and don’t confine 
themselves at all to a ‘pre-med/science’ 
constraint,” she added. 
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What's better than studying BioChem? Studying together! Hit the books with a friend on M-level. 





Iry some of these classes to mix things up 


By ALEX TRAUM 


So what does Johns Hopkins’ $33,900 
price tag buy? For one thing, it buys the 
ability to delve into the esotericism of ac- 
ademia and study subjects you’ve never 
even heard of before. Johns Hopkins has 
a plethora of unique courses that permit 
you to use as many “post's”, “neo’s”, and 
“ism’s” as you wish. Take note that in my 
survey of unique classes being offered 
this fall, I have mostly steered clear of 
the sciences because as a token student of 
the humanities even General Bio seems 
exotic. So here is a selection of ten unique 


courses being offered this fall: 


1) “Introduction to Middle Egyp- 
tian,” also known as Hieroglyphics, an 
Ancient Egyptian language that was last 
used more than 3,000 years ago. Taking 
this class will make your friends major- 


ing in classics look pre-professional. 

2) “The Work of Comic Art.” This 
course will explore the anthropology of 
the comic. If you grew up reading Batman 
or Spider-man, then this is the course for 
you because it will be the only time that 
your interest will be taken even remotely 
seriously. 

3) “What makes a Novel Interest- 
ing,” with a syllabus that includes authors 
such as Balzac, Hugo, Dickens, Flaubert 
and Melville, this course will help to an- 
swer the perennial question, “why read?” 

4) “Polymer Synthesis and Biomate- 
rial Applications.” Self-explanatory. 

5) “Marx, Freud, and Modern Criti- 
cal Theory.” Learn to talk like a postmod- 
ernist and confound your friends and 
family... and yourself. 

6) “The Westerns of Ford, Leone, 
and Peckinpah.” Sit back, relax, and watch 
some gun-slinging cowboys. 
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_7) “Dada.” The artists of this anti- 
establishment art movement of the early 
20" Century would cringe if they knew 
that they were being studied at a re- 
nowned research university. But they 
aren’t around any longer, so we are free to 
spend all day looking at toilets signed by 
R. Mutt. 

8) “Introduction to Abnormal Psy- 
chology.” Learn how to diagnose your 
friends and family. 

9) “Concrete Structures.” This 
course will teach you all you need to 
know to be able to build a bridge. 

10) “The Structure of English.” Dis- 
cover how little you actually know of the 
language you claim to be fluent in. 


Those are my suggestions for unique 
courses offered this fall. Because after all, 
isn’t the purpose of college to leave as un- 
employable as possible? 
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Jake a class in one of 


By ALENA GEFFNER-MIHLSTEN 


When people think of Johns Hopkins 
programs, the BioMedical Engineering or 
International Relations programs come to 
mind. Departments that might not be im- 
mediately thought of by outsiders, such 
as Philosophy or Writing Seminars, still 
have large amounts of followers within 
the student body. 

However the smaller departments, 
such as the Center for Africana Studies, 
Near Eastern Studies Department or the 
Center for Leadership Education are often 
overlooked. They all vaguely ring a bell in 
the back of everyone’s mind, but they’re 
not exactly the celebrities of Johns Hop- 
kins. For those who really aren’t familiar 
with the smaller, overlooked departments 
of Hopkins, here’s a quick overview of 
them. 

The Center for African studies, as 
the name might imply, focuses on Afri- 
cana studies globally and in Africa. The 
course offerings sound like the kind of 
classes that are more fun than actually 
work, such as the Bebop, Modernism and 
Change class. 

This class focuses on Bebop music and 
implications on American society. For 
those who enjoy museums, the depart- 
ment is also offering a course on Africa 
and the Museum, which is being offered 
in conjunction with the newly launched 
Program in Museums and Society. 

The Museums and Society program 
offers several classes, cross-listed with 
other departments, focusing on mostly 
art within museums, but also the oc- 
casional bizarre class. One such class is 
the Introduction to Material Culture: the 
Pet in Early America, which, for those 
pet lovers out there, uses resources from 
over two hundred years ago and ends 
with an exhibit in January. 

Although the Museum and Society 
program only offers a minor, it does pro- 
vide students with classes that are sure 
to change students’ perspectives when- 
ever they enter museums. 

For those students interested in the an- 
cient Greeks or Romans, the Classics De- 
partment might have the perfect courses. 
They offer language courses in Latin, 
Greek, and Sanskrit, as well as classes fo- 
cusing on daily life as it existed over two 
thousand years ago. 

Some of these course offerings are 

Food and Dining in the Ancient World, 
Introduction to Roman Law, and for those 
into mythology, there is the Mythology 
of Greek Gods: Apollo and Hermes. The 
Classics department tends to rotate its 
courses, so make sure to look in the fol- 
lowing semesters for different course list- 
ings. 

As far as overlooked departments, the 
Engineering school has its own share of 
under represented programs. There is the 
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A few of the classes from the Writing Seminars department meet each week in the Gilman clock tower. 


Center for Leadership Education, which 
offers two programs in both Entrepre- 
neurship & Management and Profession- 
al Communication. 

Need help with those resumes or pre- 


sentations? The Professional Communi- 
cation program offers classes that work 
on all types of professional documents 
in Business Communication. Oral Pre- 
sentations is a class devoted to, surprise 


lesser-known departments 


surprise, oral presentations. The Entre- 
preneurship program offers introductory 
Business classes for those interested in 
business. 

Although these departments and pro- 
grams are some of the more ignored ones 
at Hopkins, there are many other hidden 
departments that offer those zany and 
fun classes. Near Eastern Studies offers 
near eastern based class in art and arche- 
ology, as well as classes on how to read 
hieroglyphics. 

Although they offer many language 
courses such as Kiswahili, the Language 
Lab also offers classes such as Chinese 
Calligraphy or The Russian Fairy Tale. 
For those into watching movies, it’s pos- 
sible to do just that in the Film and Me- 
dia Studies with classes focused on dif- 
ferent types of film such as Film Genres 
or The Westerns of Ford, Leone and 
Peckinpah. 

College is a time for exploration in all 
areas, including classes. Try some classes 
that are outside the normal realm. It may 
be pleasantly surprising. 

For more information visit the regis- 
trar’s course listings as http://www.jhu.edu/ 
registrar/schedule.html. 





By JOSEPH HO 


There’s a reason why upperclassmen 
hate incoming freshmen so much — fresh- 
men don’t receive grades on their tran- 
scripts first semester. So while freshmen 
are busily trying out all the new things in 
college, upperclassmen will be camping 
out in the library once the semester rolls 
in. 

The covered grade system, introduced 
in 1970, aims to provide incoming fresh- 
men enough breathing room for their 
transition period. The school encourages 
freshmen to make use of the semester to 
explore different aspects of college life 
in order to fully adapt to their next four 
years of life here at Hopkins. 

Contrary to popular saying, the first 
semester of freshman year is not exactly a 
“pass/fail” semester. Professors will still 
evaluate every freshmen’s performance 
on the letter grade system. However, once 
the grades are submitted to the Registrar’s 
Office, all grades C- or above will be con- 
verted to an § (Satisfactory) and all grades 
below C- toa U (Unsatisfactory). Grades 
will not be released to students or parents, 
but they could normally be obtained from 
the Office of Academic Advising upon re- 
quest by the student. 

Nonetheless for those of you who plan 
to party hard every night, you might still 
want to consider hitting the library be- 








fore finals. Although grades will not be 
released officially in any circumstances, 
they will be kept for Hopkins’ internal 
use in order to keep track of students’ 
progress. This means that if your G.P.A. 
goes below 2.0 first semester, you will 
still be placed on 


academic proba- 
tion. 
That being 


said, the covered 
grade semester is 
the perfect time 
for you to try out 
different majors. 
Whether you 
came in with a 
major in mind or 
you're absolutely 
clueless, covered 
grades will lessen 
the pressure as 
you take classes 
outside your com- 
fort zone. You might end up studying 
something you've never thought of be- 
fore. 

For those of you who are perfection- 
ists, covered grades may seem a little too 
hard to believe. But with covered grades, 
you can also find yourself with more 
time to participate in different clubs and 
activities. Although at first glance the li- 
brary may seem to be the hotspot in the 
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These kids are playing on the beach, and not studying. 


Covered grades: the best reason not to study 


Hopkins college life, student groups of- 
fer a wide range of activities to enrich 
your college experience. Take advantage 
of the low-stress semester and participate 
in activities like kayaking, volunteering 
or debating. Trust me, your college ex- 
perience will be 
much more fruit- 
ful than simply 
trying to hone a 
4.0 G.P.A. 

While you may 
intend to toss aca- 
demics complete- 
ly to the back of 
your mind, fresh- 
man first semes- 
ter is a great time 
for you to develop 
good study hab- 
its. 

College _life 
may seem color- 
ful and exciting, 
-but when it comes down to academics, 
you really need to find the best way that 
suits you. Rather than panicking when 
real grades come in the second semester 


(which is always a harsh reality), this will . 


be your chance to learn how to study ef- 
fectively and efficiently in college. 

Even the best of us have fallen victim 
to the myth of the covered grade. Don't let 
it be your fate as well. 
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When it comes to finding a career, the internship ts key 


By XIAO-BO YUAN 


“Being an intern is like being invited 
to someone’s house,” the journalist and 
editor George Plimpton once wisely said. 
“You shouldn’t put your feet up on the 
sofa.” 

So it goes in Internland, where the 
young and talented venture to gain 
experience in their fields, make. pro- 
fessional contacts and juggle gallons 
of non-fat soy lattes, all in the name of 
avoiding future unemployment. Here 
are a few tips on building your resume 
effectively. 


Start the search early 

Many application deadlines for in- 
ternships are now appearing in October 
and November, particularly in hyper- 
competitive fields like journalism. In 
Washington, D.C., alone, summer in- 


terns can swarm the capital in the tens 
of thousands, which signals the number 
of students who apply for positions na- 
tionwide. 

To avoid a hasty late-April dash for 
summer employment, get your internship 
search started during the fall semester. 
Web sites like http://www.monster.com and 
other general job-search sites can give 
you an idea of where to start hunting, but 
resources at the Career Center, which can 
be best accessed with your own web ac- 
count, are also worth a look. Paying at- 
tention to department bulletin boards can 
also be a plus, as they often have flyers for 
internship and research programs at their 
disposal. 


Get your foot in the door — any door 
Not all internships are created equal. 

Some land you in environments where 

your skills are nurtured; others are “Dev- 


il Wears Prada’-esque pits of torment and 
Xeroxing. Most programs are somewhere 
in between. 

But don’t stress out if your first foray 
into the internship 


Make unpaid internships worth your 
while 

Working for no pay sounds like a 
shaky. proposition, but unpaid interns 





search doesn’t land 
you a big-time spot 
at a top company or 
organization where 


you'll be doing 
loads of substan- 
tive work — most 


prestigious intern- 
ships, after all, go 
to older students 
who already have 
some __ experience. 
Begin by casting a 
wide net, and go for the internships that 
will give you the experience to grab the 
attention of more illustrious employers 
in the future. 





AWS vy. Engineering: a history of bloodshed 


By SAL GENTILE 


Let’s be honest. Arts and sciences kids 
don’t like engineering kids, and engineer- 
ing kids don’t like arts and sciences kids 
— or, as they like to call them, “arts and 
crafts” kids. If you don’t know this now, 
you will soon enough. Find some kids 
from your school, start a posse and stay 
tight when night falls on N. Charles Street, 
because hordes of rival chain-gangs from 
each school have been known to start 
street brawls. And forget about those Pea- 
body kids — they’re scary. 

Unfortunately, the streets have run 
red with the blood of innocent biomedi- 
cal engineers or history of art students 
one too many times. The rival heads have 
often come together to try and stop the 
violence, but a truce has never worked 
— just as fresh blood, your blood, enters 
the school every year, tempers flare and 
long-lost rivalries boil to the surface. All 
it takes is one bad decision, one innocent 
kid, and the streets are no longer safe. 

So here’s what you need to do to sur- 
vive: 


Don’t do anything stupid. 

If you see a rapid exchange of gunfire 
across the Breezeway, chill out and stay 
down. This is not a fire — don't stop, drop 
and roll, or anything stupid like that. 
Random, surprising movements will get 
you killed. And that brings us to the sec- 
ond rule: 


Don’t do anything that'll get you killed. 
This could literally be anything. Just use 
your instincts, that’s what they’re there for. 
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ENG #1. 


Arts and science “hipsters” and engineering geeks prepare to do battle over academic righteousness. 


Seriously — don’t get yourself killed. 


Do your homework in a quiet place where 
nobody can hear you, see you or find you. 

If you get caught doing the wrong kind 
of homework by the wrong kind of crowd, 
you will walk away — if you can still walk, 
that is — with one less limb than you came 
here with. And if you do get caught, seri- 
ously, do not stop, drop and roll. This is 
not a goddamn fire. See rule #1. 


If you're crossing the street, and you see 
someone with a shirt that says “Hop- 
kins Engineering,” or “Arts and Crafts,” 
keep your head down and your univer- 
sity-issued can of mace handy. 


a 


INEE RING is. 
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Say a prayer if you're religious, or even 
if you're not. Just say one anyway. It’s 
actually kind of comforting. Especially 
when you're about to die. 


Seriously, rivalries are stupid. Some 


Don't give in to the 
temptation to.suck up. Your 
work and, perhaps even 
more importantly, your 
attitude are what employers 
will remember. 








people do actually think their time and 
effort are more valuable simply because 
they’re either a biomedical engineer or 
a pretentious art major. Just remember 
that you're here to do two things: learn 
and have fun. You won't remember much 
from your classes, you will remember lots 
from your weekends. Make friends from 
different clubs, ethnic backgrounds and, 
of course, schools. And seriously — don’t 
get yourself killed. 





SEPTEMBER 7, 2006 


often find them- 
selves doing just 
that. But unpaid 


positions shouldn't 
be worthless. Make 
sure that the in- 
ternship you sign 
up for will allow 
- you to do some- 
thing substantive, 
like a project with 
a deadline or the 
creation of a prod- 
uct, even if you 
won't be getting a paycheck. 

Even if your responsibilities are more 
general, make yourself available to take 
on projects that will bear your name. 
That way, you can point to concrete 
achievements gained during an intern- 
ship the next time you're at a job inter- 
view. 


Network shamelessly 

Getting to know people in your field is 
half the battle of internships, but yields 
most of the rewards. Having lots of con- 
tacts is an invaluable resource — your 
former bosses and co-workers are often 
the ones who can point you to oppor- 
tunities in the future or vouch for your 
abilities when you apply for your next 
position. Try not to lose touch with any 
co-workers you hit if off with, they may 


| be able to help you out later. But don’t 


give in to the temptation to suck up. Your 
work and, perhaps even more important- 
ly, your attitude are what employers will 
remember. 


Beyond internships 

Despite all the lecturing about the im- 
portance of internships, don’t be fooled 
into thinking that any position with the 
magical five-letter word attached to it is 
necessarily worthwhile, or that failing to 
snag a premiere internship dooms you to 
an unsuccessful life. Doing other interest- 
ing things with your free months — go- 
ing abroad, taking classes, mastering the 
sitar, collecting garbage — can also help 
you in the long run. At least you'll have 
a fantastic conversation starter whenever 
a potential employer asks, “So what did 
you do last summer?” 


Travel with STS to this year’s top 
10 Spring Break destinations! Best 
deals guaranteed! Highest rep com- 


missions. Visit www.ststravel.com 
or call 1-800-648-4849. Great group 
discounts. 
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Don't miss out on valuable advising 


By XIAO-BO YUAN 


So maybe you came to Hopkins with a 
flawless four-year plan that will see you 
through your undergraduate career with 
no need of advice at all. But for most of us, 
alittle expert counseling on our academic 
decisions goes a long way, whether you’re 
choosing a major or selecting distribution 
credits. And that’s where the academic 
and career advisors come in. 

There are three offices specializing in 
advising at Hopkins — Academic Advising 
for arts and sciences students, Engineering 
Advising for students in the Whiting School 
and Pre-professional Advising for those 
who are declared pre-health or pre-law. 

Students in the Krieger School of Arts 
and Sciences do not declare majors until 
the end of freshman year. Freshmen are as- 
signed temporary advisors until they de- 
clare their major, at which time they get a 
faculty advisor in the department of choice. 
Engineering students should already have 
an advisor in the major field they selected 
before the school year began. 

Temporary advisors may not be the 
ones you turn to in later years at Hopkins, 
but their guidance is important when 


CAREER CENTER 


For a jump start on your career 
search, or help hunting for a sum- 
mer internship, be sure to check out 
resources at the Career Center on 
the third floor of Garland. 


Meet with a counselor 

Schedule an apppointement with 
one of the career center counsel- 
ors. They can help you asess your 
strengths and weaknesses, and 
develop timelines and contacts to 
meet your career aspirations. Be 
sure to ask how to get connected to 
the alumni website for advice from 


graduates in your future field, and 
take a pile of the helpful handouts. 


Use the library 

From books ranking thé nation’s law 
schools to A to Z guides on how to 
find a marketing intership, the Ca- 
reer Center library is stacked. 


Attend a fair : 

Begninning in the Fall, the Center 
hosts a number of fairs, including Law 
and Medical Schools, and on campus 
job recruiting. Be sure to check out 
the Career Center’s website at : 
_http://www.jhu.edu/~careers/stu- 
-dents.html for a complete list of 
vents and services. 








youre scoping out classes and exploring 
majors. It’s required that you meet with 
your academic advisor before registering 
for classes in your first year. 

Take advantage of these meetings to ask 
questions and raise concerns. Is your current 
direction not what you thought it would be? 
Do you find yourself drawn to other kinds 
of classes? Are you doubtful about how to 
plan your distribution credits effectively, or 
work out a double major? Most likely, your 
advisor will have the answer. 

Beware of blindly following an advi- 
sor’s suggestions. Sometimes it’s perfectly 
okay to follow your own instincts — to 
take, for instance, a challenging science 
course even though you're a humani- 
ties major, or a Writing Seminars class if 
youre an engineer. 

If you're interested in studying abroad, 
Ruth Aranow is a primary source of in- 
formation about the programs available. 
Although there’s a limited range of pro- 
grams that are directly affiliated with 
the University, your advisor can help you 
enter other programs in more far-flung 
locations and ensure that you get course 
credit for classes taken there. 

Pre-professional advisors are a re- 
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The pre-professional advising office is one of the most important assets available to pre-med students. 


source for those of you planning to go to 
medical school or law school after gradu- 
ation. They help you craft course sched- 
ules and develop credentials that will win 
over admissions committees. 

It's an advantage for anyone on the 
pre-professional route to stay on good 
terms with his or her advisor, particularly 


pre-med advisors who guide students 
through the arduous committee and eval- 
uation process that leads up to applying 
to medical schools. Pre-professional ad- 
vising also offers workshops on writing 
personal essays and invite professionals 
in law and health to give presentations on 
their particular fields. 





Research opportunities are everywhere 


By XIAO-BO YUAN 


There is a lot of institutional boasting 
about the research at Johns Hopkins, and 
for good reason. 

It is, after all, what the university — 
the first college in America to emphasize 
research — is known for. It’s no surprise, 
then, that there are plenty of opportuni- 
ties for undergraduates to get in on the 
proposal-writing, funds-wrangling ac- 
tion. 

For those in the sciences, Hopkins is, of 
course, crawling with laboratories where 
eager undergrads can observe cutting- 
edge research being done. 

Begin by getting to know the profes- 
sors in your field of interest and the re- 
search they do. Ask professors if they have 
openings in their labs, but only if you’ve 
already read a few of their publications 
__ there’s nothing worse for a researcher 
than talking to a babbling aspirant who 
has done no preparation of his own. 

When you have secured a spot in a 
laboratory, you can work with the prin- 
cipal investigator to register for academic 
credit. 

Pre-meds should also inquire about 
research jobs at the medical school or 
Bloomberg School of Public Health, where 
you can work with top health specialists 
and gain credentials for graduate or med- 
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ical school. 

While there are many opportunities 
for scientific research, humanities stu- 
dents shouldn't feel left out. If you have a 
passion or a unique research idea, there’s 
a good chance that you can obtain fund- 
ing for it. The most important thing is to 
find support among the faculty — locat- 
ing a professor to advise you is a requi- 
site part of undertaking an independent 
project. 

The premiere undergraduate research 
program at Hopkins is the Woodrow 
Wilson Undergraduate Research Fellow- 
ship, which many fellows receive upon 
entering the University. This fellowship 
provides $2,500 a year for four years of 
an independently-designed project, and 
has afforded students the opportunity 
to study everything from robotic speech 
to African politics to Victorian literature. 
Freshmen can apply for a three year fel- 
lowship grant in the spring of their first 
year. 

Other more short-term research grants 
also provide exciting opportunities to 
take up independent projects. The Provost 
Undergraduate Research Award is a nota- 
ble example. Awarded every summer and 
fall to students with exceptional research 
proposals in the sciences, social sciences 
and humanities, the PURA provides up 
to $3,000 in funding to recipients, which 


covers travel expenses and other research 
costs. Past projects have included studies 
on opera, island music and the effects of 
“microgravity.” 

For those inclined toward internation- 
al issues, the Institute of Global Studies 
offers a summer travel grant that allows 
fellows to explore far-flung places. This 
particular grant has an emphasis on a 
cross-disciplinary approach on explor- 
ing global issues, combining, for instance, 
methodologies from anthropology and 
political science. The Women, Gender, 
and Sexuality Department also offers a 
summer research grant for undergradu- 
ate projects. 

If undertaking an independent proj- 
ect sounds overwhelming, you can 
also exercise your research muscles by 
aiding a faculty member. Research as- 
sistantships can range in the amount 
of responsibility given — some involve 
trudging through menial tasks, while 
others involve same substantive dig- 
ging _ but they provide valuable ways 


for you to see serious scholars in ac- 


tion. 

At the end of their research, some stu- 
dents seek publication in scholarly jour- 
nals. The Hopkins Undergraduate Re- 
search Journal also publishes students’ 
papers every year — a great way to show 
off your hard work. 
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Great Hopkins professors aren't hard to find: our picks 


When it comes to a school like Johns 
Hopkins, most of the professors you en- 
counter are going to be top-notch. But 
some go above-and-beyond what's re- 
quired of them, displaying an innate love 
for the material they present, and a sin- 
cere desire to pass their wisdom onto a 
younger generation. 

Here are a few of our favorites. 


Michael Williams, Philosophy 

Oxford and Princeton educated, Wil- 
liams has been with the Department of 
Philosophy at Hopkins since 2000, and 
is currently the department's chair and a 
Krieger-Eisenhower professor. 

He's been all over the map, teaching at 
the University of Maryland, Northwest- 
ern and Yale. 

He is the author of Groundless Belief and 
other books on epistemology and skepti- 
cism. 

But more importantly, he’s a great pro- 
fessor. 

He teaches a lot of seminar-style class- 
es that are intimate and compelling. 

Although he doesn’t seek out partici- 
pation as actively as other professors do, 
that’s not a problem at all, as his lectures 
— which make understanding impossible 
theories almost effortless — are extremely 
enlightening. 

He’s also happy to dedicate an entire 
class to answering a particularly inter- 
esting question, diverting the class in an 
unexpected yet equally intriguing direc- 
tion. 

Williams exudes an extreme enthu- 
siasm for the material he teaches, and it 
definitely translates into a vibrant and en- 
thralling teaching style. 
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Philosophy Department Chair Michael Williams. 
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Taking a class witha professor like Wil- 
liams reminds you that college is about 
more than grades or deadlines or being 
cool. It reminds you that you're here to 
grow and learn how to improve yourself, 
not just your future paycheck. 

— James Freedman 


Jane Guyer, Anthropology 

While it’s not uncommon to take a class 
with a Hopkins professor with experience 
outside of the classroom, you'll only find 
one who helps guide the planning of a 
project that spans entire countries. 

Guyer, an Anthropology professor 
who specializes in African economies, 
might be best konwn on campus for her 


classes in the Baltimore Museum of Art’s 
African Art collection. 

Her work in Nigeria and other devel- 
oping nations, however, recently netted 
her in a position as an advisor on the 
Chad-Cameroon oil pipeline, a multi-bil- 
lion dollar project which will link two of 
Africa’s more underdeveloped countries. 

Yet Guyer is far from a corporate shill, 
allowing students in one of her classes to 
dissect a promotional video for the pipe- 
line and critique the oil industry’s oft- 
hypocritical stance on development. 

But Guyer’s not all business, often play- 
ing African movies or hip music to spice 
up her classes. 

— Matt Hansen 


Daniel Todes, History of Medicine 

If any professor displays a spirit and 
passion for his work, it’s Dr. Daniel Todes. 
Whether he is teaching undergraduates 
about Lives in Science, or pursuing fas- 
cinatimng research in Russian Medicine, 
Dr. Pavlov captures his audience with 
poignant details and respect for the sci- 
entific process. 

As a scientist determined to approach 
science as a human endeavor, Todes teach- 
es students to not be afraid of questioning 
theories and facts. A course or discussion 
wtih Dr Todes will elevate the listeners 
appreciation for science as a complex pur- 
suit of humanity. 

— Lauren Strelec 





The classrooms you'll surely remember 


By WILLIAM PARSCHALK 


Picking the best and worst classrooms 
is a rather subjective task. What may be an 
absolutely incredible location for one stu- 
dent may be a boring, distracting hellhole 
for another. The true value of a classroom 
should probably be judged on a case-by- 
case basis correlating with a student's 
personal study habits. However, there are 
certain classrooms on this campus that 
consistently stand out as unique. Some of 
these classrooms have great advantages, 
and some have serious drawbacks. 


Gilman 500 

Located in the clock tower of Gilman 
hall, this is the highest classroom on the 
Homewood campus. As a result, Gilman 
500 has a pretty good view of the quads 
and the surrounding area, looking out 
north to Towson and south to the Inner 
Harbor. The furniture is stripped down 
to some basic chairs and a large table, 
and the room looks like it has seen some 
much better days. Thanks to the combi- 
nation of the scenic display and the mod- 
est furnishings, Gilman 500 is one of the 
more romantically historic classrooms on 
campus, perfect for inspiring the Writing 
Seminars classes that are often held there. 
At the same time, though, the class does 
not assist in any to lectures. The room is 
definitely a space for small groups. It’s 
also kind of a bitch to get to, being at the 
top of several flights of stairs. Regard- 
less, it undoubtedly stands out as a room 
worth checking out. 


Gilman 48 

All the rooms in the basement of Gil- 
man generally suck and are kind of an- 
noying, but Gilman 48 stands out as one 
of the worst. With its clanking radiators, 


its consistently bad on-and-off fluorescent 
lighting, the constantly nippy tempera- 
ture and the overall drab layout of the 
room, most students shudder at the idea 
of having to take class down in the dreary 
basement of Gilman. A very interesting 
contrast to the charm of Gilman 500. 


Schafler Auditorium 

Over in Bloomberg Hall, this is one of 
the nicer auditoriums on campus. Even 
if professors seem to always have a hard 
time getting the video projectors and 
other assorted technology in the room to 
work, Schafler has a nice balance of cool 
temperature and comfortable seating ar- 
rangements. It’s not too hard to maintain 
focus in this room, which is good since 
this auditorium usually is where classes 
like calculus and physics meet. 


3505 North Charles Street 

A homey little house converted into a 
classroom, 3505 North Charles is a nice 
escape from campus. Located across from 
the street from the AMRs, a couple build- 
ings down from the Interfaith Center, this 
building hosts several History of Science 
classes as well as some other more off-kil- 
ter ones. A little bit of a trek if you hap- 
pen to be running around campus before- 
hand, but worth a visit. 


310 Maryland Hall 

At the top of Maryland Hall, this room 
doesn’t offer much to the imagination but 
an inclined roof and some dry, dull walls. 
This room is usually home to section 
meetings for classes most students dread, 
such as a 9 a.m. Orgo section. Major bum- 
mer. 


178 Bloomberg Hall 
Being in this room is like being in 
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some futuristic 1984 prison cell. No win- 
dows, dull fluorescent light, stale colors 
all around — all of the right elements for 
a depressing, boring learning experi- 
ence. If you have a section that meets in 
this room, perhaps you should consider 
changing your section. . 


210 Hodson 

Hodson is one of the newer buildings 
on campus, and it still shows. To be hon- 
est, most of Hodson is pretty nice, but this 
one stands out just a little for it’s pleasant 
usage of natural and artificial light, and 
it’s entertaining swivel chairs attached 
to the bases of several sets of long tables. 
The tables also have outlets conveniently 
stationed here and there, in case you ever 
need to juice up your laptop or some other 
electronic device. Adjacent to the outlets 
are inputs for internet, if you ever feel so 
inclined to plug into to the net. 


Remsen 1 

This auditorium is pretty standard for 
a college auditorium, but what is kind of 
scary about this room is the steep incline 
of the stairs. You can’t walk up or down 
without the incredible dread that at any 
moment you may slip and fall all over the 
place, possibly causing yourself some se- 
rious physical harm, and definitely caus- 
ing some horrendous social harm. 


The Gatehouse 

Our office on the corner of North 
Charles and Art Museum Drive may 
not constitute a real classroom, but since 
1896 the News-Letter has been the closest 
thing to a Journalism major that you can 
find here at Hopkins. How can you hate 
our badass dilapidated roof, our rotting 
floorboards and our ramshackle walls, all 
ready to crumble at any minute. 








Exploring the Ballimor 


By ALEX BEGLEY 


Baltimore has some great neighbor- 
hoods, and some not so great neighbor- 
hoods. The bad ones should be avoided at 
all costs, but the good ones are the best ex- 
cuses for an escape from the construction 
of Charles Village to see what the bigger 
Baltimore is like. So get out to at least one 
of these neighborhoods before year’s end. 


Hampden 

One neighborhood you must visit is 
Hampden, an area favorite for its iconi- 
cally Baltimore-esque design and kitschy, 
even alternative shops. Its proximity to 
campus — a 20-minute walk or five-minute 
shuttle ride — and its convenient avenue 
are the best place to spend a free day. 

The boutiques on the avenue, like Shine, 
Milagro and Oh Said Rose are fresh and 
fun. Oh Said Rose offers handmade dresses 
and clothes as weil as jewelry. Shine boasts 
higher-end jeans and clothes and has a 
great record collection to browse through. 

Antique stores and vintage shops dot 
the street, offering an opportunity to find 
almost anything you could ever want, 
and everything you could not. Hampden 
also serves up good eats including the al- 
ways-satisfying Soup’s On, Holy Frijoles 
for vegetarian Mexican cuisine, and the 
famed Café Hon and Angelo’s Pizza. And 
all of it is affordable. 


Mount Vernon 

Mount Vernon, another classic neigh- 
borhood just a short distance from cam- 
pus, is chock full of cathedrals, cobble- 
stone streets and antique houses. The 
quality of the restaurants in this neigh- 
borhood outweighs the hefty quantity. 
Whatever you want to eat, you can find in 
Mount Vernon - for a price, that is. 

Red Emma’s, the local, communist- 
themed book store, hosts weekly readings 
and is a prime spot for some alternative 
literature. 

Hopkins’ Peabody Conservatory an- 
chors the neighborhood in all its majes- 
tic glory - it’s a good idea to stop in at 
some point and see their Beauty and the 
Beast-like library — and the Walters Art 
Museum, which is free to all Hopkins 
students, is a must-see for even the least 
of the creatively-inclined. 
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Federal Hill offers a spectacular view of the harbor and an amazing nightlife. It also has some of the best 
sushi in all of Baltimore, such as the five dollar spicy tuna rolls at The Nichiban Sushi Bar of Federal Hill. 


Bolton Hill 

Architecture buffs and sightseers 
alike will enjoy Bolton Hill. With its ag- 
ing brownstones and vaulted ceilings, it is 
only fitting that the neighborhood should 
host Baltimore’s local art school, the Mary- 
land Institute College of Art (MICA). 


Fell’s Point 

Fell’s Point is one of the older parts of 
the city. Pubs and bars like Max’s and 
Slainte, restaurants like Bertha’s Mus- 
sels and Mezze, and ice cream shops like 
Maggie Moos, line the street. And for all 
you formal-bound girls, boutiques like 
the newly opened Cupcake offer designer 
jeans and chic dresses from the likes of 
Nicole Miller. 


Federal Hill 

If you are looking for a neigborhood 
that offers all the nighttime entertain- 
ment and get-away feel of Fell’s Point, 
but is a little easier to navigate, Federal 
Hill is a good place to start. Restaurants 





like Metropolitan and Blue Agave, and 
bars like Mad River are worth sampling. 
The neighborhood also boasts some of 
the best sushi in the city and is home 
to Baltimore’s only American Apparel 
store. 


Canton 

And if you are willing to make the 
trek, Canton, a small neighborhood on 
the eastern edge of the city, is well worth 
the visit. With everything from Mexican 
restaurants to interesting stores and some 
of the best Greek food Charm City has to 
offer, this quaint neighborhood stands 
out underneath the glow of nearby Brew- 
er’s Hill. 


So before you take the plunge and bury 
yourself in the HUT the weekend before 
your first big exam, get out on the town 
and check out the Baltimore that exists 
beyond Charles Village — at least to find 
some cheap booze for that reluctant date 
of yours, you freak. 


Where to find 


dining halls 
are closed 


By ALEX BEGLEY 


The obvious answer to a cheap meal 
is the almighty bowl of Ramen or Mac n’ 
Cheese. But save the boxed food for the 
winter months while you hibernate in 
your dorm. Charles Village and the sur- 
rounding neighborhoods offer numer- 
ous alternatives to the microwave-ready 
meals from the Depot or Eddie’s. 

If you don’t want to spend a lot on a 
meal and don’t want to leave the comfort of 
your dorm, the Hopkins Deli, an off-cam- 
pus haven for poets and underage drink- 
ers, will deliver sandwiches, pizza and an 
indefinite amount of alcohol of your choice 
directly to your dorm. And they accept J- 
Cash. You're welcome, freshmen. 

Angelo’s Pizza, which is the absolute 
best pizza in town, also delivers. How- 
ever, if you take the five minute shuttle 
ride or make the 20 minute walk to their 
Hampden location you can get the world’s 
largest slice of pizza (I'm talking break- 
fast-lunch-and-dinner sized slice) and a 
drink for $4. 

Until University Mini-mart, affection- 
ately UniMini, reopens (and every night 
I pray that they will), the Subway on St. 
Paul and 334 or the Blimpie’s on 31* are 
your next best cheap sandwich option. 
For $5 you get a hot sandwich, chips, a 
drink and a moist cookie. At Xando’s, the 
corporate bastard of the block, you can 
get a sandwich and a dinky bag of carrots 
for $7. It’s not worth it. 

If you have a thing for sketchy Asian 
food, or just sketchy food in general, you 
can brave Orient Express or CC Carryout 
on Saint Paul Street. They are in fact have 
the cheapest food, but that inexpensive- 
ness comes with a bigger price, if you 
know what I mean. And don’t forget, for 
late night meals, www.campusfood.com is 
your best option. 
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lake in culture and history 


By JOSEPH HO 


With Baltimore’s extensive list of muse- 
ums, there is a reason why the city boasts 
of its flair in the arts and culture. Whether 
your interests lie in history, art or science, 
Baltimore’s museums give you plenty of 
reasons to get out of Charles Village and 
explore these cultural treasures. 

The Baltimore Museum of the Art is 
the convenient getaway if the academic 
environment is starting to overwhelm 
you. Located just on Art Museum Drive 
behind Shriver Hall, the BMA houses a 
fascinating collection of artwork rang- 
ing from European paintings to African 
headdresses. With a Hopkins student ID, 
admission is completely free of charge 
too. 

Apart from the permanent exhibi- 
tions, the BMA hosts temporary exhibi- 
tions that change periodically. Past ex- 
hibitions have included Claude Monet’s 
impressionism and Henri Matisse’s il- 
lustrated book Jazz. You will also want 
to check out the free special programs 
held the first Thursday of every month 
and the delicious food at the Gertrude’s 
restaurant. 

If the BMA isn’t quite sufficient in sat- 
isfying your artistic buds, the Walters 
Art Museum down in Mount Vernon 
will certainly fulfill all your expecta- 
tions. 

Don’t be fooled by the outlook of the 
seemingly small building beside the 
Peabody Institute, because the museum 
boasts an extremely extensive collection 
of world art that spans from pre-dynastic 
Egyptian art to Hindu sculptures. 

Visiting the Walters is definitely not a 
one-time deal — just a brief stroll around 
all the exhibitions will take you at least 
a day. Like the BMA, the Walters is com- 
pletely free of charge for Hopkins stu- 
dents. 

The American Visionary Art Museum 
will suit those of you who are looking for 
alternative art. The museum is located in 
Federal Hill, right beside the Inner Har- 
bor and admission is eight dollars for stu- 
dent-ID holders. 

In the museum, you'll see a collection 
of seemingly eccentric artwork. Vision- 
ary art, as quoted from the museum's 
Web site, is defined as art “produced by 
self-taught individuals, usually without 
formal training, whose works arise from 
an innate personal vision that revels fore- 
most in the creative act itself.” 

Just like the other art museums, the 
AVAM hosts a changing thematic exhibi- 
tion — you can look forward to upcoming 
themes like “Race, Class, Gender” and 
“The Art of War and Peace.” 

With close to three hundred years 
of history, Baltimore has much to offer 
for the history buffs. The Homewood 
House and the Evergreen House are two 
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The Walters Art Museum located in nearby Mount Vernon offers free admission for Hopkins students. 


historic houses under Hopkins. The for- 
mer is located right beside the Beach on 
campus, and the latter on North Charles 
Street beside Loyola College. 

The Homewood House, a fine exam- 
ple of Federal period architecture, was 
the original home of Charles Carroll Jr, 
owner of the former estate in which the 
Homewood campus is now situated. If 
you are particularly lucky, you might find 


yourself at a meet-and-greet in the histor- 
ic wine cellar, where the administration 
often hosts special pow-wows with select 
student groups. 

The Evergreen House, originally 
owned by the Garrett family, who pros- 
pered on the railroad industry, is a man- 
sion of 48 rooms displaying a fine collec- 
tion of the Garrett’s belongings. Needless 
to say, both museums are free for Hopkins 
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students. 

Those interested in Maryland history 
will want to visit the Maryland Histori- 
cal Society’s museum on W. Monument 
Street and Baltimore Civil War Muse- 
um on President Street. Both museums 
house paintings and objects of everyday 
life that tell the compelling history of 
Maryland. 

The Baltimore Civil War Museum is 
housed in one of the oldest train stations 
in the nation. A visit to both museums 
will definitely allow you to have a bet- 
ter understanding of the state, which you 
will be going to school in for the next four 
years. 

The Maryland Science Center will give 
you a day of fun with its hands-on exhi- 
bitions. Located conveniently in the Inner 
Harbor, the center has three levels of ex- 
hibitions showing science topics such as 
Dinosaur Mysteries, Newton's Alley, Our 
Place in Space, Your Body and Follow the 
Blue Crab. There is also an IMAX theater 
and a planetarium that feature different 
shows daily. 

Of course this is only a very brief high- 
light of Baltimore museums. If, and only 
if, there is ever a chance that you exhaust- 
ed all the museums in Baltimore, you can 
always visit the Smithsonians in Wash- 
ington. You'll never get enough of the cul- 
tural scene in the area. 





From jazz to rock, find a clu) that has what you love 


By ALEX BEGLEY 


If I can give any advice to the new- 
comers at Hopkins it would be this: start 
going to concerts as soon as possible. 

Find out where places are, who is 
playing where, when dance nights are, 
etc. This and finding good places to eat 
are the key to success in this city. If you 
know what is going on, you will always 
have something to do. If you don't stay 
on top of the social scene you could miss 
some truly spectacular opportunities. 

For instance, Artscape is held every 
summer, bringing in talents like G Love 
and the Special Sauce, Common, Brazil- 
ian Girls, Kinky, and dozens of local art- 
ists for free. 

The best concert venue for Hopkins stu- 
dents is the Ottobar. It is four blocks south 
of campus on 25" and Howard. Its within 
shuttle distance and I wouldn't suggest 
walking there until you are familiar with 
the area. The Ottobar is a small club with 
an upstairs bar and lounge. The stage is 
small but allows for great views and inti- 
macy with your favorite bands. 

Ottobar has hosted groups like Ani- 
mal Collective, the White Stripes, Gogol 
Bordello, Art Brut, Har Mar Superstar and 





“bands they attract 


Juliette and the Licks. It is mostly under- 
ground rock and alternative music but 
sometimes attracts bigger names like Ted 
Leo and the Pharmacists and Flava Flav. 
Their dance nights are fantastic and ev- 
eryone gets into the theme nights (like 80s 
Prom). The tickets are never more than 
$15 and the shows are among the best. 
Sonar is more diverse and mainstream. 
It’s in the club dis- 
trict with three 
rooms for three bars. 
The tickets are more 
expensive, but the 


are high profile. 

Last year alone 
Sonar hosted Rilo 
Kiley, Wu _ Tang 
Clan, Arctic Mon- 
keys and the Hot Hot Heat. Their smaller 
rooms often showcase local bands. Sonar 
is fun, no doubt and their dance nights 
are well attended. Definitely keep an eye 
on their schedule, they tend to have a 
knock-out lineup in the fall. 

Ram's Head Live, in the Power Plant, 
tends to attract everything from 13 year- 
olds to frat boys to forty year old men 
with beer bellies. Recently the Roots sold 
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If you don’t stay on top of 
the Baltimore social scene, 
you could miss some truly 


spectacular opportunities. 
a 
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out that venue and, in the past, groups 
like George Clinton and the Parliament 
Funkadelic and the Violent Femmes have 
graced the stage. 

The 8x10 club is exactly that: eight feet 
by ten feet of concert venue in Federal 
Hill. The venue tends to attract more un- 
derground indie groups as well as local 
jam bands. It’s funkier than the rest but 
it holds its own 
among them with 
performances _ by 
well established 
names like Clap 
Your Hands Say 


Yeah. 

The Talking 
Head Club and 
Fletcher’s are 


smaller venues but 
are unique in their own rights and are 
definatley worth checking out. You can 
find live music in almost any bar in Fell’s 
Point. 

D.C. tends to host its own barrage of 
fantastic acts. Check out places like The 
Black Cat and the 9:30 Club to get an idea 
of what goes down in the Washington 
~ besides it is only a 45 minute train ride 
away. 








Not all 


By MATT HANSEN 


Baltimore may not always have the ring 
of a college town. Yes, we have a Colleg- 
etown Network of sorts, with its city-wide 
shuttle services, but breaking the Home- 
wood barrier can often seem akin to find- 
ing a vomit-free toilet on a Sunday morn- 
ing in the AMRs. The solution is simple, 
really. Head north or south, and you hit 
colleges. Go to concerts, bars, parties and 
you will inevitably run into a student from 
the wider world outside of Hopkins. Just 
remember, stay calm when you make first 
contact. They’re astonishingly like you. So 
what, exactly is out there? 

To the north sitting in one of the swank 
ier neighborhoods of Baltimore, are Loyola 
College and the College of Notre Dame 
of Maryland, affectionately labeled CON- 
DOM. They share a library and a general 
sense of religiosity, with Loyola Jesuit and 
Notre Dame Catholic, but, at heart, they’re 
liberal arts colleges. 

If you are comfortable strolling a cam- 
pus where someone other than your Or- 
ganic Chemistry professor is considered 
God, then the sight of Jesuit priests and 
Catholics with collars will become typi- 
cal after a few visits, though it may take a 
bit longer to get adjusted to Notre Dame’s 
majority female population. While Loyola 
and Notre Dame 
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The clock tower on Towson University’s historic Stephens Hall is strangely reminiscent of Gilman’s. 


A visit to MICA is to enter a world 
that resembles a university modeled af- 
ter our own Mattin Center, a college ex- 
perience where art is a prerequisite, not 
an elective, and gallery exhibits, open 
studios and pulling an all-nighter to fin- 
ish a statue are all but expected. While 

it’s easy to label 








have no Greek life, 
students have an 
easy time hosting 
parties in dorms 
and cam retreat to 
the comforts of a 
Hopkins frat house 
for a louder and 
sweatier time. 

Perched on the 
edge of Loyola is, 
in fact, a piece of Hopkins. Owned by 
the University, Evergreen House is a 
slice of patrician England slapped down 
on the outskirts of Baltimore City, the 
rolling, expansive manse of a railroad 
baron who was not afraid to coat many 
of the household surfaces in gold. As an 
added bonus, he happened to collect the 
signatures of every signer of the Decla- 
ration of Independence in his rare book 
library. Such were the pastimes of a rob- 
ber baron in the Gilded Age, and thanks 
to his desire to posthumously show off, 
the house is open to the public and hosts 
artists throughout the year. 

For a more urban and arguably edgier 
experience, head south of campus. Find- 
ing MICA, the Maryland Institute Col- 
lege of the Arts, requires only an eye for 
architecturally challenging buildings 
(look, in particular, for the glass cube 

_ or the old warehouse with the college’s 
Name across the side) and a few stray 
students with creative hairstyles, a well- 
placed piercing or eight, and a portfolio. 
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Go to concerts, bars and 
parties, and you will 
inevitably run into a 
student from the wider 
world outside of Hopkins. 





MICA students as 
the hipper alter- 
natives to college 
kids in Baltimore, 
with dangling cig- 
arettes and tight 
jeans, many are 
just as academic 
as any at Hopkins, 
since MICA is first 
and foremost a 
college, where real professors teach real 
collegiate subjects. 

Hopkins students can experience their 
own little MICA by taking art classes 
at the school after they pass freshman 
year, or they can 
seek out some 
classes taught at 
the Mattin Center 
and Homewood 
that feature guest 
MICA professors. 
Just don’t forget 
the eyeliner. 

The — Univer- 
sity of Baltimore, 
primarily geared 
towards law and 
business, will 
begin hosting 
first-year under- 
grads in 2007, 
but until then its 
best known as 
the campus that 





sits almost adjacent from Penn Station. 
Heading slightly east towards Hopkins 
will lead you to Morgan State, a black 
college that is home to Baltimore’s best 
jazz radio station, WEAA 88.9 FM, where 
DJs both spin and extemporize on their 
favorite funk and jazz LPs. Morgan pro- 
vides a few shared professors with Hop- 
kins in certain language departments 
and is known for its African Language 
program. While Hopkins’ own Africana 
Studies department is still in its infancy, 
Morgan is the best resource for students 
looking for outside help in studying Af- 
rica. 

Lest you think that this list of Balti- 
more colleges is complete, you should 
know that there are at least seven more 
institutions of higher learning in the city 
and county, including one that sends you 
on a semester-long internship to a hotel 
in Ireland and another that has classes in 
Hebrew. 

What are they? Go and find out. 
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Students in the Goucher College dance program learn how to choreograph. 


See the latest 
flicks at any 


price, or Iree 


By ALEX BEGLEY 


Baltimore has a rich history in the 
movies. In fact, just last year Nicole Kid- 
| man was on campus filming her latest 


| | “body-snatcher” drama. Fortunately, the 


city offers several different options to “get 
your movie on.” 

| First, shop around on DC++. Yes its ille- 
gal and not condoned by anyone, but you're 


| | in college, chances are you're poor and the 


$8 bucks it would cost you to see a movie 
in the theaters (not to mention the cab fare 
and popcorn) could be put to much better 
use (read here: alcohol). So peruse the porn 
and bootleg new releases before actually 
heading out to the theater. 

Second, check the A/V center on A 
Level in the library. They have an ex- 
tensive list of movies, both new and old, 
good and bad. Just don’t forget to return 
them because the late fees run $3 per ev- 
ery third day that they are late. 

And finally, if you do decide that you 
have to spend $20 to see Kirsten Dunst’s 
snaggletooth in Spider Man III on the big 
screen then here are your best options. 


The Charles Theater 

It’s close to campus and is snuggled be- 
tween a delectable crépe store and expen- 
sive restaurant. It’s an older venue so the 
seats are stiff and uncomfortable, but the 
theaters are small and intimate. You won’t 
find the big blockbusters here but the 
Charles Theater does offer an assortment 
of award-winning independent films. 


The Senator 

It’s a majestic, old-timey movie theater 
which adds to the ambience. The setting 
is romantic and the velvet seats are plush, 
but in the end, a theater is a theater and 
the movie is going to be the same movie 
no matter where you see it. . 


The Rotunda Cinematheque 

This is a fancy name for what is really 
just a two or three screen theater buried 
in the rat-infested rotunda. The fact that it 
is the closest theater to campus is its only 
redeeming factor. 


AMC Towson Commons 8 

Though it’s all the way in Towson you 
can usually take the Collegetown shuttle to 
get there. If you drive, the parking is cheap 
(about $1) and the box office has a student 
discount with ID. They show most main- 
stream movies for mainstream prices. 
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Pay a visil to the Nation’s Capitol for a weekend getaway 


By William Parschalk 


Baltimore has plenty of its advantages, 
and one of those is its close proximity to 
the Nation’s capitol. Washington D.C. is 
little more than a short car ride or train 
away, allowing for an ever abundant 
source of entertainment and diversion. 
Many students who aren’t from the Bal- 
timore-D.C. area enjoy the opportunity 
to explore both cities, as D.C. can offer a 
slightly different taste of fun. 

There are various ways to get down 
to D.C., but two options stand out as the 
easiest and cheapest. The first is taking 
the MARC Train, which runs weekdays 
from Baltimore’s Penn Station down to 
D.C.’s Union Station. The train is fairly 
cheap, $7 each way, generally runs on 
time, and caters to business people, so 
there are depar- 
tures about once an 





called the Reflecting Pool. These two are 
nice choices for days when the weather 
is good, as the Lincoln Memorial has 
been the site of some of the more famous 
historic moments in history, including 
Martin Luther King Jr.'s “I have a dream’ 
speech. 

To the North you can find several dif- 
ferent colleges, including Georgetown 
and George Washington University, both 
scattered around the Foggy Bottom, the 
Georgetown area of Washington. M 
Street and Wisconsin Avenue are home 
to plenty of shopping options, as well as 
numerous bars and restaurants. Be aware 
though that the Metro does not have a 
stop in this area, and your best bet is to 
get off at Foggy Bottom or Rosslyn and 
walk to M Street. 

Georgetown, like much of D.C,, is full of 
hidden little gems, 
spots that stand out 





hour throughout 
the day. Another 
option is to find a 
ride down to DC.. 
Befriend an upper- 
classman with a 
car, if you have not 
brought your own, 
or join a student 
group that takes 
regular trips down 
to D.C.. After a 
short Van Certifica- 
tion test, members of student groups can 
check out JHU vans for day trips. 

Getting around D.C. is another impor- 
tant thing to keep in mind. Washington 
has one of the cleanest and mosty easily 
navigable subway systems in the United 
States, the Metro. For $6.50 you can buy 
a Day Pass, which lets you ride the rails 
all day. D.C. in certain parts, particularly 
the touristy Mall area, follows a grid for- 
mation, which makes it relatively simple 
for strolling around without getting too 
lost. 

D.C., being the nation’s capital, has a 
lot of pocketed areas that are very tourist 
friendly. The Mall, a long strip of Smith- 
sonian museums sealed off by the Capitol 
building on one end and the Washington 
Monument on the other, is always a good 
time. 

Home to the American History Mu- 
seum, the Hirshorn, the newly-built 
Native-American Museum, a sculpture 
garden, the Air and Space Museum, the 
National Gallery of Art and so much 
more, there is more than enough here to 
captivate your time for an entire day. The 
best part about the Smithsonian Muse- 
ums is that they are all free. 

Taking a pleasant stroll past the 
Washington Monument will take you to 
the World War II Memorial and the fa- 
mous Lincoln Memorial, the two monu- 
ments separated by a long strip of water 


Many students who aren’t for 
from the Baltimore-D.C. 
area enjoy the opportunity 
to explore both cities, as 
D.C, can offer a slightly 
different taste of fun. 
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to certain people 
their history. 
For example, very 
close to the inter- 
section of M Street 
and the Key Bridge, 
film buffs may rec- 
ognize the “Exor- 
cist Stairs,” the very 
intimidating flight 
of stairs featured at 
the violent end of 
“The Exorcist.” A 
few blocks south is a Haagen-Dazs where 
punk-rock pioneers Henry Rollins and 
Tan MacKaye worked as teenagers. 

For the adventurous willing to step 
out of the boundaries of the Georgetown 
and Downtown Mall area, D.C. has plenty 
more to offer. The National Zoo, another 
free Smithsonian institution, is a man- 
datory stop for many visitors to the city, 
home to D.C’s beloved pandas. The zoo 
hosts all kinds of animals, from elephants 
to bats to even a small farm animal sec- 
tion intended for the little kid in all of us. 

The busy Dupont Circle area is one 
of the more diverse areas in a city that’s 
already chock full of internationals. 
This area also features a good selection 
of small, independent record stores and 
bookstores, as well as fine restaurants. A 
little north of this area is Adams Morgan, 
a happening little neighborhood for bar- 
hopping. 

If you're looking to enjoy a show, 
then D.C. is a good place to find one. The 
Kennedy Center showcases many plays 
and concerts for a more refined, upscale 
crowd, and is worth checking out for its 
impressive building and views of the 
city. 

If you're looking for something a little 
more rock and roll, two good picks are the 
Black Cat and the 9:30 club. The 9:30 club 
usually has national headliners that range 
from bands with number one singles to 




















"BEN KALLMAN/NEWS-LETTER 
The Jefferson Memorial in D.C. is a good place to start even for those least interested in politics or history. 


more in the indie-rock, under—the-radar 
vein. 

So if you're looking to ditch D-level, 
and youre sick of crabcakes, D.C. might 
be a good place to start. 


bands that would consider themselves 
sell-outs if they ever had anything close 
to anumber one. The Black Cat is partially 
owned by Dave Grohl of the Foo Fighters, 
and generally hosts bands that are a little 








_ TRANSPORTATION IN CHARM CITY 





_ 





Need a lift to the grocery store? Hitchin’ 
a ride to the big O's game? From out and 
about town to leaving town, getting around 
Baltimore can be cheap and easy. 


weekday and weekend schedules, the 
Collegetown shuttles are a reliable and 
free service. 









Penn Station 






Hopkins Security Vans 






If Baltimore starts to feel a little cramped, 
D.C. is only a trainride away! For the price 
of a ticket starting at seven bucks, you can 
go from chillin’ in Balmo to strutting around 
Georgetown in under an hour. A cab ride to 
Penn Station can be cheap as five dollars, 
but with a little scheduling coordination, the 
free JHMI shuttle will get you to your train 
on time. 






Whether you've spent the night study- 
ing on D-level or dominating at Beirut, 
the Hopkins security vans are by far 
Student's preferred mode of evening 
transportation. Program the security 
van’s number into your cell,and you'll 
stay safe while enjoying a bumpy, often 
beer-scented ride. 


JHMI Shuttle 














Lightrail 





From a stop at the Interfaith Center or 33rd 
St., the JHMI shuttle runs in a continuous 
loop with stops including Penn Station, Pea- 
body Conservatroy and the Medical School 
campus. Air conditioned, and usually quiet, 
the shuttles offer a relaxing ride to begin 


With a stop located in Penn Station, the 
light rail is by far the cheapest way to get to 
Baltimore Washington International airport. 
Catch the JHMI shuttle and skip the pricey 
Cab ride to the airport. With tickets set at 
just $1.35, you can ride planes, trains and 











and end your busy day. eae without shelling out too much 
moola. 

Collegetown Shuttle 
Taxi 






For those in need of adventure beyond 
campus, the Collegetown shuttle runs 
between Hopkins campus and surround- 
ing colleges, with destinations including 
Towson Town Mall. Just flash your J-card 
when boarding the shuttle at the MSE 
or 33 rd and Charles stop. With regular 






Hailing a cab from Federal Hill on a Satur- 
day night can be tough amidst the throngs 
of drunken coeds. Program some numbers 
into your cell and ask to be picked up on a 
Side street, as a way to beat the crowds and ~ 
get home safely. 
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(lassy dining 
to waste all 
your parents 
money on 


By ALEX BEGLEY 


Nobody’s denying it, campus food 


sucks. Every once in a while you deserve | 








to treat yourself to a nice meal. And by | 
“treat yourself” I mean take Dad’s credit | 
card out for a spin. For instances like | 


this, Baltimore has a few great places to 
offer. 

Mount Vernon is the older section of 
the city just south of campus and can be 
reached by hopping on the free JHMI 
shuttle to Peabody. Once there you have 
your choice of several classy dining ven- 
ues. The Helmand has fantastic Indian 


food and Thai Landing, though not nec- | 
essarily fancy, is the best Thai cuisine | 


around. Brewer's Art has both an upstairs 
dining room for gourmet steak and fish 
dinners and a downstairs bar for $10 
hamburgers. Red Maple has a dress code 
but that kind of requirement is necessary 
to uphold their reputation as a hip Asian 
tapas cocktail bar. 

Making your way south through the 
city, you will hit the over-hyped and un- 
derwhelming Inner Harbor. There, amidst 
throngs of sunburned tourists, you can 
peruse the diverse and lengthy menu at 
the Cheesecake Factory or enjoy a famous, 
and delicious, steak at Capital Grille. Also 
in the area is Martick’s, a French bistro 
that I’ve never been to, but I’ve heard rave 
reviews about it. 

Fell’s Point has over 120 bars in a ten 
block radius; however, mixed in with 
those pubs are some pretty choice res- 
taurants. Pazo is the name to drop as it 
is the stylish Mediterranean tapas res- 
taurant du jour. The restaurant itself is a 
converted warehouse with a breathtak- 
ingly high ceiling and impeccable décor. 
Be prepared to drop upwards of $30 per 
Person on the meals and no drink is less 
than $9. 

Roy’s, famed chain of Hawaii's chef 
Roy Yamaguchi, is high-end dining with 
a fun attitude. Their menu is sprinkled 
with exotic seafood and steak dishes, 
but don’t call it a surf and turf joint; each 
Plate is in the $30 range, and the special- 

ties run even higher. If you do make it to 
Roy's, don’t miss the chocolate soufflé. I 
would go into more detail about the im- 
maculate dessert, but words could never 
do it justice. Roy’s soufflé is poetry for 
the palate. 
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Baltimore nightlife: bars, pubs and pups 


By LAUREN STRELEC 


After a long week of classes, Hopkins 
students are more than ready to let loose 
over the weekend. Whether you. are a 
TGIF kind of person, or have adopted 
the “Tuesday is the new Thursday” 
mantra, Baltimore’s bar and pub scene 
has plenty to offer. For a fun, frat-less 
night right here in Charles Village or a 
swankier night out with the girls, don’t 
miss these great hangouts. Have fun ex- 
ploring Baltimore in search of your fa- 
vorite haunt. 


PJ’s and Charles Village Pub 

PJ's is the ultimate Hopkins hangout, 
where you'll always find eats, familiar 
faces and maybe even two-for-one Miller 
Lites. Strike up a game of pool or Beirut 
and relax in the collegy atmosphere, con- 
veniently located beneath the Charles. If 
you need a little change of pace, walk on 
over to CVP on Saint Paul and continue 
your night. Cram eight people into a tiny 
booth and order up a round of Redhead 
sluts. At CVP or PJ’s, go ahead and hy- 
drate ... stumbling down Saint Paul was 
never so much fun after a night at one of 
these waterholes. 


PLACES TO GO, THINGS TO EAT 





The Den 

Also located in 
Charles Village, The 
Den is the new, and 
mysterious, kid on 
the block. Located 
above Tamber’s on 
Saint Paul, this Mi- 
ami style club adds 
a little swankiness 
to our surround- 
ings. Outfitted with 
beds to lounge on, 
and a dark atmo- 
sphere, the Den is 
sure to become a 
favorite hangout 
for Hopkins’  stu- 
dents looking for 
more than cheap 
beer and _ sweat- 
shirt-clad drunks. 
Rumor has it only those who buy at least 
45 dollar bottle of champagne have access 
to the beds. Have a great night at the Den? 
Spread the word. 








|.D. though, because it's 


Thirsty Dog 
Dogs and deals. Who wouldn't like a 
bar that welcomes man’s best friend and 














The Helmand 
806 N Charles St. 
(410) 752-0311 





















Brewer’s Art 
1106 N Charles St. 
(410) 547-9310 


Cheesecake Factory 
201 E Pratt St 
(410) 234-3990 


Capital Grille 
500 E Pratt St 
(443) 703-4064 


Martick’s 
214 Mulberry St 
(410) 752-5155 


Pazo 
1425 Aliceanna St 
(410) 534-7296 


: Roy’s 
720 Aliceanna St 
(410) 659-0099 






Check out these hot spots for a taste of Baltimore food and drink. 


Red Maple 
930 N Charles St 
(410) 385-0520 





Thirsty Dog 
20 E Cross Street 
(410) 727-6077. 


Good Love Bar — 
2322 Boston St 
(410) 534-4588 


The Den 
3327 St. Paul St 


Iguana Cantina 
124 Market Place 
(410) 244-0200 


PJ’s Pub 
3333 N Charles St 
(410) 243-8844 


Charles Village Pub 
3107 Saint Paul St 
(410) 243-1611 


MARK MEHLINGER/NEWS-LETTER 


Iguana Cantina hosts a five dollars “ladies night" each Friday. Be sure to bring 


only for those who are at least 21 years of age. 


serves up a tasty, “two-for” deal. Offer- 
ing a selection of delicious self-brewed 
beers, Thirsty Dog also serves up the tast- 
iest pizza combinations. Located on East 
Cross St. in Federal Hill, be sure to make a 
stop here on your nights of pub-crawling. 
Peach Dog, please! 


Red Maple 

Through a sleek, yet unassuming door 
off Charles Street, visitors to Red Maple 
are transported from the Baltimore night- 
life scene. With a multi-leveled lounge 
layout, long bar, intimate dance floor and 
enclosed courtyard, this lounge is really 
first rate. Offering a large selection of 
tapas and eclectic, if over-priced drinks, 
Red Maple a great break from the typical 
pub scene. Fake IDs need not apply. 


The Good Love Bar 

Located in Canton, near Hopkins’s 
med school campus, Good Love attracts a 
slightly older, yet chill crowd. Owned by 
the same duo as Red Maple, the interior is 
a unique three-floor layout with two bars 
and a third-floor dance floor. Pro: lots of 
comfy couches and barstools. Con: for 
those in the club getting’ tipsy, the stairs 
can be a little treacherous. 


Iguana Cantina 

It can’t be avoided. At some point dur- 
ing your undergraduate years, fate will 
find you gyrating and throwing back 
cheap shots at the Iguana Cantina. Though 
college night is supposedly ruled out this 
year, due to underage drinking, co-eds are 
sure to keep flocking to the Cantina for 
the open bar and bumpin’ beats. Beware 
of the predatorial 35 year old men lurking 
by the dance floor ... if there was ever a 
place to watch your drink, this is it. 


So there you have it. While this list is 


by no means comprehensive, one of these 
bars or should will suit your fancy. 
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(student flexible hours) 





LOMBARD SECURITIES, a national securities brokerage firm, is 
looking for a person with computer skills to work in our Information 
Technology Department in addition to the Johns Hopkins student 
already employed. 









This is a paid internship offering invaluable training and real-world 
experience, 











And, for those who seek a career in finance or financial technology, 
Lombard offers the unusual opportunity of becoming NASD 
securities licensed. This can be a decided advantage when 
interviewing on Wall Street. In fact, former Lombard interns have 
gone to New York Stock Exchange member firms such as Goldman 
Sachs and Morgan Stanley, and mutual funds such as the Reserve 
Group. 
















Our headquarters is located in a renovated 150 year old building in 
the historic Fell’s Point neighborhood of Baltimore, 12 blocks south 
of Johns Hopkins Hospital, not far from the Hopkins (JHMI) shuttle. 












The position is part-time during the school year (student schedules 
liberally accommodated) with full-time holiday and summer hours 
also available if desired. We offer free parking and a pleasant 
working environment. 












Skills required: 
» basic programming 
ASP 










* HTML 
* JavaScript 

+ Perl 

* SQL 

» basic computer maintenance 

» basic software use (WordPerfect, Word, Excel, 
Outlook, Thunderbird) 













Please call Mrs. Wachter (410.342.1300 or 800.755.2144 ext 309) 
to make an appointment for an interview or send your resume to 
fwachter@golombard.com. 







1820 Lancaster Street 
Baltimore, MD 21231 
www.golombard.com 


LOMBARD (» 


SECURITIES) NCORPORAT 













Kapture 


Your internet Memory 





Save time, Save effort, Achieve more 
Easy to use and absolutely FREE!!! 







Trouble remembering where you’ve browsed? How many times have you wished you 
could remember the websites you've visited, as well as when and why? 































Recording internet 


Automatically store your Filter research quickly and Privately or publicly share 
searches with the Kapture 


web browsing sessions asa__ efficiently, leaving a tight | your sessions with friends 








toolbar and service means whole and access in collection of sources and family, colleagues and 
that you never have to filmstrip format from data related to the topics of associates 
repeat an Internet search anywhere. your choosing 





again. 







Never have to use bookmarks or print articles again: Save money, Save time, Save trees 


%. 






Register and start today. www.kaptureinfo.com 





